
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

January 4, 2023 
 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:31 p.m. by Public Safety Committee Chairman 
Steven Havey. 
 
Roll Call: S. Havey, A. Cyr, G. Barnes, K. Demick, D. Healy, J. Rumfelt, P. Stockin, B. Harris 
 
Other Attendees: T. Boyde, R. Budinger, A. Carrow, J. Carter, S. Cicirello, G. Cooper, P. Curran, S. 
Decker, D. Fanton, S. Grantier, G. Green, G. Hanchett, K. Hooker, C. Jones, C. Knapp, S. Lanphier, T. 
Linn, J. Luckey, W. Mackney, J. McKnight, J. Ricci, J. Ricketts-Swales, D. Root, T. Ross 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Rumfelt, seconded by Legislator Demick, and carried to approve 
the minutes of December 7, 2022. 
 
STOP-DWI 
 
 STOP-DWI Coordinator Brian Perkins was unable to attend the meeting but had previously 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review.   
 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
 
 Public Defender J. R. Santana Carter attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review.  Mr. Carter stated that the council at first appearance had a very successful 
year.  He explained that he measures success based on the number of calls answered, and that they 
had answered over 500 calls for arraignment in 2022.  Mr. Carter stated that he also considers it a 
success that none of the public defenders were injured while responding to calls at 2:00 a.m.  Mr. Carter 
stated that while they were successful, that doesn't mean that he supports the program as it exists.  The 
goal going forward is to devise a program for arraignments at the jail twice a day, and he hopes to have 
some discussions with the newly elected Sheriff and stakeholders within the next few months.  
 

Legislator Healy asked if there were any records showing the change in the number of people 
that have gone to jail on arraignment for the last two years since bail reform legislation and how it 
compares to the data before bail reform.  Mr. Carter stated that he will obtain that information for him. 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & FIRE 

 
Emergency Management & Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and submitted his 

monthly report to the committee for review.  Mr. Luckey stated that Bonnie VanHousen met with the 
instructors at Alfred State College to finalize details with the EMT class starting on January 24, 2023.  Mr. 
Luckey stated that during the recent holiday storm, Edna Kayes reached out to him because they were 
running out of Code Blue space, and he was able to open two temporary warming centers in Scio and 
Fillmore.  He stated that they were particularly concerned with a certain area trailer park where they 
requested a Red Cross shelter.  The Red Cross was unable to provide an administrator due to the 
weather conditions preventing travel, and Ms. Kayes brought in some of her people to open it.  Mr. Luckey 
stated that several Allegany County departments assisted Erie County during the winter storm on 
Christmas Day.  Mr. Luckey stated that they are currently providing a list of damages to FEMA occurring 
in Allegany County because of that winter storm. 

 
Legislator Healy asked where the nearest brick-and-mortar Red Cross building was located.  Mr. 

Luckey stated that the closest one is in Jamestown and Buffalo.  He stated that we still have a very strong 
number of volunteers in the County, but it has been more difficult without a brick-and-mortar close by.  
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
 
 Assistant District Attorney Peter Degnan attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report 
to the committee for review.  Mr. Degnan stated that felonies are up and the problem with the felonies is 
they take a lot of time, which puts a big strain on the office.  Legislator Healy stated that the felonies are 
up because they are not being punished for them.  Legislator Healy asked Mr. Degnan’s opinion on why 
the homicide rate had not increased.  Mr. Degnan stated that while the homicide rate has not increased, 
his opinion is that the seriousness of those crimes has increased considerably. 
 
PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 
 Probation Director Scott Grantier attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review.  Mr. Grantier stated that there is a gradual increase in the numbers across the 
board.   
 

Legislator Healy asked when pre-trial investigations are performed.  Mr. Grantier explained that 
pre-trial investigations are performed for anyone who is arrested.  Sometimes those investigations are 
done when they are incarcerated.   

 
Mr. Grantier stated that New York State passed legislation on December 29 to raise the lower 

age for juvenile delinquency age from 7 to 12.  This means that they can no longer be arrested and 
charged with juvenile delinquency except for certain exceptions based on the level of the charges.  Mr. 
Grantier commented that he does not believe it will have a great impact in Allegany County but is worth 
being aware of it.   
 
Acceptance of Ignition Interlock Monitoring Program Grant Award 
 

Mr. Grantier requested a resolution to accept the Ignition Monitoring Program Grant Award.  The 
NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services notified the Allegany County Probation Department on 
December 13, 2022, that the County has been awarded a renewal grant for an allocation from the 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee to be used toward the Ignition Interlock Monitoring Program. The 
amount of the award is $1,193. The grant period is October 1, 2022, through September 30, 2023.  No 
budget adjustment is necessary at this time as the funds are included in our 2022-2023 Budget as follows: 
  

Appropriations A 3140.101   Probation Personnel 
 Revenues        A.3140 3310.07  Ignition Interlock 
   

Total grant: $1,193 
 
 The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Cyr, seconded by Legislator Rumfelt, and 
carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Request to Create and Fill Probation Officer Trainee 
 
 Mr. Grantier requested permission to create and fill one full-time Probation Officer Trainee 
(AFSCME Bargaining Unit, Grade: 16, Step: Base to 7) in the Probation Department.  The annual salary 
of this position is estimated to be between $43,234.83 and $53,938.79, with annual benefits estimated to 
be between $18,867.68 and $23,538.89.  This position is funded with 100 percent County Funds and 
$53,175 is included in the 2023 Budget.  The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Rumfelt, 
seconded by Legislator Cyr, and carried. Prepare Resolution and Refer to Ways and Means to Fill 
 
WEIGHTS & MEASURES 
 
 Weights & Measures Director Gilbert Green attended the meeting and submitted his monthly 
report to the committee for review.  Committee Chairman Havey asked if Mr. Green would need to check 
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anything at the new Runnings store.  Mr. Green stated that he is not aware of anything yet but will give 
an update at the next committee meeting. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Scott Cicirello attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the committee 
for review.  Sheriff Cicirello noted that there is an upward trend in incarcerated individuals and will have 
a more comprehensive report at the next committee meeting.  Sheriff Cicirello stated that they are 
partnering with the Office of Emergency Services to host a paramedic course in the Sheriff's Office.  He 
is looking forward to a long relationship with OES for this type of training. Sheriff Cicirello stated that his 
office is currently in a state of transition and thanked everyone for their support.   
 

Legislator Rumfelt commented that there had been a few major incidents at the start of the year.  
Sheriff Cicirello explained that there had been two consecutive situations where individuals were 
threatening to cause harm with weapons, and both had good outcomes. 

Committee Chairman Havey asked why there is an increase in incarcerated individuals.  Sheriff 
Cicirello credited the increase with the Probation Department’s strict oversight of pre-trial release and 
violation of conditions, and with the District Attorney’s sentencing and Jail terms.  He also attributed the 
increase to the process of the courts processing the backlog of cases due to COVID-19. 
 
CLERK OF THE BOARD 
 
Appointments to the Traffic Safety Board 2023 
 
 Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle forwarded a memo requesting a resolution for 
appointments to the Traffic Safety Board, noting that the Traffic Safety Board requested the Board of 
Legislators to reappoint the following individuals for a three-year term on the Traffic Safety Board 
commencing January 1, 2023, and expiring December 31, 2025: 
 

 Ray Parlett 
 Shawn Grusendorf 
 Melinda Rounds 
 Linda Edwards 

  
In addition, the Traffic Safety Board has requested that the Board consider appointing Sheriff 

Scott A. Cicirello to replace retiring Sheriff Rick Whitney for a three-year term on the Traffic Safety Board 
commencing January 1, 2023, and expiring December 31, 2025. 

 
The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Demick, and 

carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
2:08 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Rumfelt, seconded by Legislator Cyr, and carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tiffany Linn, Confidential Secretary  
Allegany County Board of Legislators   


