
 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

January 18, 2023 
 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. by Resource Management Committee 
Chairman Philip Curran. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Committee Chairman Philip Curran led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call: P. Curran, A. Cyr, G. Barnes, G. Hanchett, J. Ricketts-Swales, B. Harris, (Absent: K. Demick, 
D. Fanton) 
 
Other Attendees: C. Braack, J. Burdick, A. Carrow, K. Dirlam, S. Havey, D. Healy, K. Hooker, L. 
Hunsberger, C. Jones, C. Knapp, T. Linn, B. Perkins, J. Ricci, B. Riehle, T. Ross, J. Rumfelt, P. Stockin 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
  

A motion was made by Legislator Hanchett, seconded by Legislator Ricketts-Swales, and carried 
to approve the December 21, 2022, Resource Management Committee minutes. 
 
COUNTY HISTORIAN 
 
 County Historian Craig Braack attended the meeting and began by announcing that a memorial 
service is planned for William “Bill” Heaney and Lee Gridley at St. Patrick’s Parish Hall in Belfast, New 
York, on Saturday, May 20, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.  He stated that Curt Crandall will be speaking on behalf 
of the Allegany County Board of Legislators and that everyone is cordially invited to attend.  Light 
refreshments will be provided.  He then presented a story that tied in with Mr. Heaney. 

 
Mr. Braack stated that the words, extinction, and extirpation are often mistakenly used as 

synonyms.  He defined the word extinction to mean that a species is gone forever, like dinosaurs.  He 
then defined the word extirpation to mean that a species is wiped out in a certain area due to ignorance 
but thrives elsewhere, like bald eagles.  He explained that Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane, commonly 
known as DDT, was responsible for making the eagle’s eggs fragile resulting in them being crushed when 
they sat on them.  Mr. Braack stated that similarly, by 1900 whitetail deer and turkey were extirpated from 
most of New York State out of sheer ignorance and greed on the part of people. There were no laws to 
protect them and there was no Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC).  Once New York State 
realized there was a major problem, big game hunting was outlawed in the State until 1939.  He explained 
that after many years without hunting, the stock of whitetail deer and the size of their antlers had 
increased.  Mr. Braack told a story of Jeff Luckey’s great, great uncle Roosevelt “Bill” Luckey, who 
harvested a 14-point buck that scored 198 2/8 points on the Boone and Crockett system.  Mr. Braack 
stated that Roosevelt Luckey’s buck scored the highest of any buck ever harvested in New York State 
and most likely the record will never be broken.  Mr. Braack stated that the DEC acquired this rack and 
has it stored in a climate-controlled vault in Albany but authorized a replica to be produced by Spinelli 
Taxidermy for the public to appreciate.  He then explained that Mr. Heaney founded History Awareness 
Week and that during the first History Awareness Week, they asked the local historical societies and 
museums in the County to provide displays.  It was then that someone had the wisdom to request the 
replica of the “Luckey mount” for display.  Mr. Braack stated that there is now a small monument to the 
Luckey buck in front of the Town of Hume Museum. 

 
Mr. Braack stated that his topic for next month will be “The Most Photographed Person in the 

United States in the 19th Century.”  He then asked the Legislators to research it and determine what that 
person's connection is to Allegany County. 

 
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
 

Soil and Water Conservation Executive Director Scott Torrey was unable to attend the meeting 
but had previously submitted his monthly report to the committee for review.   
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YOUTH BUREAU 
 

Youth Bureau Director Brian Perkins attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review.   

 
Youth Leadership Forum 

 
Mr. Perkins stated that the Youth Leadership Forum is coming up in Albany next month.  He 

explained that he generally tries to take two students with him and that he connects with the Youth Bureau 
in Salamanca to rent a car or van for multiple passengers.  Mr. Perkins stated that almost everything like 
transportation and hotel is covered.  They plan to leave for Albany on the morning of February 6 and 
return on February 7.  He explained that the two students that were interested in going this year were not 
able to and that if anyone knows of students that have a particular interest in government and want to go 
to Albany, to let him know.  Mr. Perkins stated that he plans to attend with or without students because 
there's a lot that happens with the State Youth Bureau.  Legislator Hanchett suggested that he reach out 
to the Youth and Government instructor at BOCES. 
 
CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Executive Director Laura Hunsberger attended the meeting and 
submitted her monthly report to the committee for review.  Mrs. Hunsberger stated that she is leaving on 
Sunday for an annual meeting with Executive Directors from Livingston, Allegany, Cattaraugus, and 
Chautauqua Counties to meet with our elected officials.  She stated that they also have a SNAP Educator 
job opening.  She explained that this is for a Tri-County Regional nutrition program where funding is 
shared across Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, and Allegany Counties.  Legislator Hanchett asked what 
education is required for the position.  Mrs. Hunsberger explained that the SNAP Educator position 
prefers a bachelor’s degree or an associate degree with experience in some sort of human services.  

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Association Agreement 
 

Mrs. Hunsberger requested a resolution approving a memorandum of agreement (MOA) with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Allegany County as an optional appropriation and contract 
for a public benefit service pursuant to County Law Section 224(8).  The MOA is a one-year term 
beginning January 11, 2023, in the amount of $303,000, to be paid in equal quarterly distributions of 
$75,750.  An amount of $303,000 is included in the 2023 Budget in account number A8751.492.  The 
request was approved on a motion by Legislator Cyr, seconded by Legislator Ricketts-Swales, and 
carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Soil and Water Conservation District Board Legislative Member Appointments 
 

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle requested a resolution for the Legislative Member 
appointments to the Soil and Water Conservation District Board as follows: 
 

The Soil and Water Conservation District Board requests the committee to consider 
appointing Adam B. Cyr of Bolivar, and Kevin (Fred) Demick of Angelica as Legislative 
Members of the Soil and Water Conservation District Board for a one-year term 
commencing January 1, 2023, and expiring December 31, 2023. 
 
The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Hanchett, seconded by Legislator Ricketts-

Swales, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Soil and Water Conservation District Board County Farm Bureau Member Appointment 
 

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle requested a resolution for the County Farm Bureau 
appointment to the Soil and Water Conservation District Board as follows: 
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The County Farm Bureau requests that the Board consider appointing Alan Davis of 
Friendship, NY, to fill the remainder of Samuel Mietlowski’s 3-year term as the County 
Farm Bureau appointee on the Soil and Water Conservation District Board for a three-
year term expiring December 31, 2024. 
 
The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Barnes, seconded by Legislator Ricketts-

Swales, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Soil and Water Conservation District Board At-Large Member Appointment 
 

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle requested a resolution for the At-Large Member 
appointment to the Soil and Water Conservation District Board as follows: 
 

The three-year term of Rodney K. Bennett as an At-Large Member on the Soil and Water 
Conservation District Board expires December 31, 2022, and the Soil and Water 
Conservation District has indicated that they would like to have Mr. Bennett reappointed.   
 
The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Hanchett, seconded by Legislator Ricketts-

Swales, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Region 9 Fish & Wildlife Management Board Landowner Representative Member Appointment 
 

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle requested a resolution for the reappointment of the 
Landowner Representative Member appointment to the Fish and Wildlife Management Board as follows: 
 

The Chairman of the Board plans to reappoint Robert Chamberlain of Belfast, New York, 
as the Landowner Representative Member of the Region 9 Fish & Wildlife Management 
Board for a two-year term commencing January 1, 2023, and expiring, December 31, 
2024, subject to confirmation by the Board of Legislators. 
 
The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Barnes, seconded by Legislator Hanchett, 

and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
1:25 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Cyr, seconded by Legislator Ricketts-Swales, and carried. 
   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tiffany Linn, Confidential Secretary 
Allegany County Board of Legislators 


