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Allegany Planning Board Minutes: January 15, 2025 
 
Present:  J. Ninos, J. Roederer, K. Williams, J. Gorton, V. Perkins, P. VanDyke, J. Isaman (3 

vacancies) 
Absent: J. Stoltzfus  
Staff: Kier Dirlam – Director, Planning; Michelle Linza – Deputy Director, Planning  
Guests: Phil Stockin; Kathy Hake – EDF Renewables; Horrell Johnson - SOL America 

Energy; Jackie Phillips - EL Scott & land owner; Josh Spencer – SOL America 
Energy; Joe Hens – Ingalls & Associates 

Location: Crossroads Center, Town of Angelica 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Chair Ninos called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.   
 
II. MINUTES: 

The meeting minutes from December 18, 2024 were presented:  
 On a motion by J. Gorton and seconded by JL Roederer, the meeting 

minutes from December 2024 were reviewed and approved. Motion 
carried. No further discussion. 

 
III. NEW BUSINESS:  

Town of Amity Large Battery & Solar Farm Moratorium Referral: Director Dirlam 
summarized the referral, and explained the process for review of moratoriums at the 
county planning board level.  

K. Williams commented that it seems quick to put in a moratorium after the 
solar law was updated in 2024 and it would be hard to defend a moratorium 
with a law that recent if challenged in court. There is good information in #13 
on pg 2 of the law – he suggested they specify how items would be addressed. 
 
J. Ninos noted that the moratorium length of time seemed long with a law 
already in place. P. VanDyke provided some additional information, as a 
member of the Amity Planning Board, summarizing they only put in residential 
considerations and did not consider encroachment of local businesses when 
updating the law last.  
 
J. Phillips stated that her family owns property that is the site of a proposed 
community solar project.  The application was submitted in November and is in 
the review process. The Delaware project was approved in November. There is 
already a process in place for solar review and she felt an unfair impact due to 
specific impact to this project only. This particular parcel is not considered 
prime farmland and only 22 tillable acres, making it hard to farm in general. 
The family is trying to do something more productive with the property.  
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As the Project Director from SOL America, H. Johnson introduced himself and 
noted several other guests representing the project that joined remotely. The 
company has been actively working on the project and was blindsided by the 
proposed moratorium. He shared a presentation on the overhead screen citing 
examples of work they have done with the business owner that in front of the 
proposed project. They have made efforts to mitigate any concerns from the 
public. Engineer of record indicated that another solar project is just down the 
road from this one and was approved recently. There are concerns for prime 
farmland soils on the property; however initial findings in testing do not show 
any. The Town’s engineer has provided comments on the project already as 
well. There was general concern from SOL America that the moratorium is 
targeted, as another project was just approved down the road unanimously.  
In general discussion, there was no concern for content of the law; however, 
concern for validity. 

 
On a motion by K. Williams and seconded by J. Isaman the Allegany County 
Planning Board determine there is no significant county-wide or inter-
community impacts. P. Van Dyke abstained from voting. Motion carried. No 
further discussion.   

 
Town of Alfred, Water Chestnut Solar Partners LLC Referral: SEQR forms were 
received at the last meeting with the request for the Town to be lead agency. The 
project is on Hamilton Hill Rd in the Town and is within the 500 ft. boundary of State 
Route 21.  There are no retention basins on site as the SWPPP does not require any. 
The topography and soils on site are not expected to create run off to neighboring 
homes. M. Linza asked for clarification on why the area variance was no longer needed 
– the site plan was modified to keep the project within requirements of the local law.   
 
There will be training provided to first responders, and the company is working with 
the local fire department, creating a fire safety plan and an emergency action plan. No 
entry of anyone inside the fence will be allowed unless they are fully trained. Town 
code requires driveway to reach back vents; however, property is quite small so the 
local Code Enforcement Officer is allowing for funds to be provided for backpack foam 
fire retardants that can be used if needed.  

 
J. Ninos recalled that there were SHPO concerns and the possibility of an old cemetery 
in the area and asked if there was additional information on that. K. Hakes responded 
that it is currently under review.  

 
On a motion by JL Roederer and seconded by K. Williams the Allegany 
County Planning Board approved the project as presented. P. Van Dyke 
abstained from voting. There was no further discussion.  

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS:  

• Allegany County Planning Board By-Laws Revision – no updates. 
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V. CORRESPONDENCE:  
• December 24, 2024 – Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC Order Approving Multiple Compliance 

Filings Subject to Conditions 
• January 2, 2025 – Alle-Catt Wind Energy LLC Grubbing & Stabilized Construction 

Entrances Notice to Proceed 
 
VI. REPORTS: 

A) DEC Reports – December 18, 2024 Negative Declaration Town of Belfast 
Comprehensive Plan; December 24, 2024 Notice of Complete Application Rose Gravel 
Products; December 24, 2024 Negative Declaration McHenry Valley Sand & Gravel 
Mine; December 31, 2024 Negative Declaration Town of Rushford CSG 2&3 LLC 

B) Intergovernmental Review Projects [IRP’s] – none 
C) Training – January 23, 2025 Solar and Ag in Allegany County: What You Need to Know. 

The location will be at Cornell Cooperative Extension in Belmont. If they exceed the 
number of occupants for that location it will be held in the large conference room at 
the Crossroads Center.  

D) Southern Tier West Report – not available, but may be provided tomorrow.  
E) Community Planning Projects – Village of Alfred is completing solar law; Village of 

Alfred Cannabis law is being created, there is one illegal operation that has been 
reported to OCM but it has not been shut down yet.  

F) Planning & Tourism Office Report/Updates – Housing Study has been awarded to the 
County. Town of Hume held a public hearing regarding approval of their 
comprehensive plan. There is much support to create a planning board there as well. A 
consultant has been selected for the Trails Master Plan. The County Fair Strategic Plan 
is nearly complete and will just need to go through the final stages of approval through 
the Fair Board. There is interest from the Village and Town of Angelica to update their 
comprehensive plans. It may end up being a joint effort. The Phase 2 sewer study 
project meetings were held earlier this week and individual outreach is expected soon.  

 
VII.     GOOD OF THE ORDER:  

There was general discussion of what is necessary in the packet to make a decision 
regarding various projects presented - drawings (layout/land view), SEQR and soil 
mapping, etc. Director Dirlam asked the planning board to think about it and let him know 
at the next meeting.  

 
VIII.    ADJOURNMENT:   

The next meeting is scheduled for February 19, 2025, pending receipt of referrals:  
 

On a motion by J. Gorton and seconded by P. Van Dyke the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:36 PM.  


