
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

March 2, 2023 
 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:40 p.m. by Public Safety Committee Chairman 
Steven Havey. 
 
Roll Call: S. Havey, A. Cyr, G. Barnes, K. Demick, D. Healy, J. Rumfelt, P. Stockin, B. Harris 
 
Other Attendees: J. Burdick, A. Carrow, R. Christman, S. Cicirello, J. D'Arcy, K. Francisco, S. Grantier, 
G. Hanchett, K. Hooker, C. Knapp, T. Linn, J. Luckey, J. McKnight, J. Ricketts-Swales, B. Riehle, D. 
Root, T. Ross, T. Shaw, B. VanHousen 
 

Committee Chairman Havey began the meeting by asking for a moment of silence for fallen 
Buffalo firefighter Jason Arno who passed away while helping battle a 4-alarm fire in Buffalo on 
Wednesday, March 1. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Demick, seconded by Legislator Rumfelt, and carried to approve 
the minutes of February 1, 2023. 
 
 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 
 
 Public Defender J. R. Santana Carter was unable to attend the meeting but had previously 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review.  Assistant Public Defender Paul DeCola briefly 
highlighted items from the monthly report. 
 
Request to Fill Third Assistant Public Defender 
 
 Mr. DeCola requested permission to fill one full-time Third Assistant Public Defender (General 
Government, Grade: L1, Step: HB-P9) in the Office of the Public Defender.  The annual salary of this 
position is estimated to be between $70,700 and $100,750, with annual benefits estimated to be between 
$30,854 and $43,967.  This position supports the mandated Indigent Legal Services program and is 
funded with 100 percent State funds.  This position is included in the 2023 Budget.  The request was 
approved on a motion by Legislator Cyr, seconded by Legislator Rumfelt, and carried. Refer to Ways 
and Means 
 
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
 
 Assistant District Attorney Ian Jones attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to 
the committee for review.  Mr. Jones pointed out that the amount of felony files doubled compared with 
the same month last year.  Committee Chairman Havey asked if Mr. Jones knew of any possible reasons 
for the increase in felony files.  Mr. Jones stated that bail reform continues to be a major factor because 
a person can rack up multiple felony files and be released to go out and commit more felonies. 
 
 
STOP-DWI 
 
 County Administrator Carissa Knapp attended the meeting and submitted a STOP-DWI Transition 
report to the committee for review.  Ms. Knapp explained that normally Mr. Perkins would be presenting 
the report from STOP-DWI, but they are transitioning that department into Probation.  The thought is to 
provide a transition report.  Ms. Knapp stated that Mr. Perkins and Mr. Grantier have been working 
together with their staff toward the transition.  She stated that she and her staff have also been meeting 
with them and the report contains some of the items they are working on to transition, and an idea of 
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where they will be going once it is housed in Probation, sometime in May.  Ms. Knapp stated that she 
hopes the report is appreciated and if it is useful, she will continue to include it along with some agenda 
items for the following month.  Committee Chairman Havey stated that it will be beneficial and would like 
to see the transition report continue.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & FIRE 

 
Emergency Management & Fire Director Jeff Luckey attended the meeting and submitted his 

monthly report to the committee for review.  Mr. Luckey briefly highlighted items from his monthly report.  
He stated that Angelica Fire and Medical Transport Services (MTS) responded to several recent 
accidents and medical emergencies involving semi-trucks and they did a great job working together with 
mutual aid partners.  Mr. Luckey stated that they did have two fatalities, and they did reach out to the 
crisis team that is offering one-on-one sessions for the first responders.  Committee Chairman Havey 
stated that first responders are under a great deal of stress and taking care of their emotional health is 
very important.  Mr. Luckey stated that the EMT class at BOCES is still planned for the fall.  BOCES sent 
out a survey to seven school counselors that resulted in a handful of kids from each school being 
interested in the class.  He stated that they are still looking at the financial data, but there's a possibility 
of a grant.  If necessary, we may need to request some additional funding.  Mr. Luckey stated that they 
recently added Jeff Ormsby back for spring training.  He explained that Mr. Ormsby is back as a literacy 
fire instructor, and he is looking forward to having him back on board.   
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES COORDINATOR 

 
Emergency Management Services Coordinator Bonnie VanHousen attended the meeting and 

submitted her monthly report to the committee for review.  Ms. VanHousen stated that she recently went 
to Troy, NY, for the State EMS Council Meetings.  She stated that they just did a sustainability study with 
a 70-page report, and they are hoping to use money from the State budget specifically to help advance 
EMS across the state.  Ms. VanHousen stated that they have several trainings planned throughout the 
month of April.  She stated that Alfred State College is working with St. Bonaventure and Jamestown 
Community College to make the EMT class credit-bearing.  Ms. VanHousen stated that their paramedics 
will be starting clinicals sometime in April. 
 
 
CONFLICT DEFENDER 
 
 Conflict Defender Peter Degnan attended the meeting.  Mr. Degnan stated that they are getting 
the wheels back on the bus and he will have a report for next month.   
 
Request to Create and Fill Secretary to the Conflict Defender 
 

Mr. Degnan requested permission to create and fill one full-time Secretary to the Conflict Defender 
(General Government, Grade: Level 1, Step: HB-P9) in the Conflict Defender’s Office.  The annual salary 
of this position is estimated to be between $43,800 and $62,450, with annual benefits estimated to be 
between $19,114.32 and $27,253.18.  This position’s funding will be determined later.  Legislator Burdick 
asked how we can hire someone before we even know how we are going to pay for it.   County 
Administrator Knapp explained that the funding is available in the 2023 Budget under Indigent Legal 
Services (ILS).  She stated that the Office of Indigent Legal Services will fund this position in the upcoming 
budget that they're just getting ready to approve right now.  Ms. Knapp explained that they didn't have a 
number because they were in the process of finalizing the budget.  Ms. Knapp stated that it should be 
covered just in the same way as the Public Defender because it's the same funding source.  The request 
was approved on a motion by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Rumfelt, and carried. Refer to 
Personnel 
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PROBATION DEPARTMENT 
 
 Probation Director Scott Grantier attended the meeting and submitted his monthly report to the 
committee for review.  Mr. Grantier stated that numbers continue to be steady with slight increases 
compared to last year at this time.  He stated that the most notable increase seems to be the pre-trial 
caseload. The pre-trial caseload numbers and the amount of work that is required for that are increasing 
steadily.  Legislator Healy asked if there is a known reason for the pre-trial increases.  Mr. Grantier 
explained that they are seeing a lot of people released directly from the bench which has been a trend 
since bail reform.  Mr. Grantier stated that his department was able to have staff attend emergency room 
training facilitated by the Domestic Violence Intervention program.  He explained that they were able to 
hold that training internally in their conference room using their new technology system.  Mr. Grantier 
stated that he talked with two other Probation Directors in the state of New York that has STOP-DWI 
within their departments, and he is confident that with the help of the County Administrator's Office and 
the Treasurer's Office, they will have a good program.  Mr. Grantier stated that Youth Core Values needs 
revisions and that he will be bringing updates to that program in the future.  
 
Request to Fill Senior Account Clerk Typist 
 
 Mr. Grantier requested permission to fill one full-time Senior Account Clerk Typist (AFSCME 
Bargaining Unit, Grade: 10, Step: Base to 7) in the Probation Department due to a resignation.  The 
annual salary of this position is estimated to be between $35,852 and $43,136, with annual benefits 
estimated to be between $15,646 and $18,825.  This position is funded with 100 percent County funds 
and $43,577 is included in the 2023 Budget.  The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Cyr, 
seconded by Legislator Rumfelt, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means  
 
 
WEIGHTS & MEASURES 
 
 Weights & Measures Director Gilbert Green was unable to attend the meeting but had previously 
submitted his monthly report to the committee for review.   
 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Sheriff Scott Cicirello attended the meeting and submitted his monthly reports to the committee 
for review.   
 

Legislator Cyr asked to honor Gary Fisk who passed away on February 25.  Legislator Cyr stated 
that Mr. Fisk’s career in law enforcement spanned 35 years and he was once the Belmont Chief of Police.  
Sheriff Cicirello stated that he was a legend in Belmont and that no one dared speed through Belmont 
during his time as the Chief. 

 
Chairman Harris asked Sheriff Cicirello for an update on the Threat Assessment Management 

(TAM) Team.  Sheriff Cicirello stated that a lot of the letters have already gone out for the foundational 
committee from a list he received from Committee Chairman Havey. He explained that they are 
anticipating the initial meeting of the group will occur before the next Public Safety meeting, and he hopes 
to have something more substantial to report.  He stated that a tremendous amount of time and man-
hours have gone into this edit and it's still a work in progress.  Chairman Harris stated that there is no 
Legislative representation on the team, which is appropriate, but he would like to have periodic updates 
on the progress. 

 
Legislator Stockin asked if there had been any progress on the effort to get one of the Jail pods 

approved for juveniles.  Sheriff Cicirello stated that they are still in the long process to obtain approval to 
do that, and there are a lot of things that have to happen here for this to occur.  He stated that at a 
minimum, they would like to have it as an emergency relief situation where if we have a person that can't 
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be placed, we can have an emergency placement for that one person, but if there's the possibility we can 
utilize a large portion of our facility to house in some of these people, then we're going to consider doing 
that, of course with your input and approval.  

 
Legislator Hanchett thanked Sheriff Cicirello for the tour of the Jail.  She asked if there has been 

any movement with the Centralized Arraignment Part (CAP) Courts program.  Sheriff Cicirello stated that 
they are working with the Office of Court Administration (OCA) to come up with a plan.  He stated that 
they have sent them their most recent updated plan with the assistance of Public Defender J. R. Carter, 
and the District Attorney’s Office trying to come up with a team approach to this and how it's going to 
have minimal impact on our personnel, as well as the OCA personnel.  He stated that they have a working 
policy that they think will work here, but they are going to observe how Steuben County’s works next 
week to understand how it might work in Allegany County.  Sheriff Cicirello stated that there are obvious 
concerns, but he thinks everybody is trying to make this work. 

 
 

CLERK OF THE BOARD 
 
Appointments to the Fire Advisory Board 
 
 Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle forwarded a memo requesting a resolution for 
appointments to the Fire Advisory Board, noting that the Fire Advisory Board requested the Board of 
Legislators to appoint the following individuals to serve on the Fire Advisory Board effective immediately 
through December 31, 2023: 
 

 David Edwards, Houghton (Houghton Fire Department) 
 Matthew Whitesell, Scio (Willing Fire Department) 

 
The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Rumfelt, seconded by Legislator Cyr, and 

carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
2:13 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Rumfelt, seconded by Legislator Cyr, and carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tiffany Linn, Journal Clerk  
Allegany County Board of Legislators   


