
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
March 2, 2023 

 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Public Works Committee Vice-Chairman 
Kevin “Fred” Demick. 
 
Roll Call: K. Demick, G. Barnes, A. Cyr, D. Healy, P. Stockin, B. Harris, (Absent: D. Fanton, P. Curran) 
 
Other Attendees: J. Burdick, A. Carrow, G. Hanchett, S. Havey, K. Hooker, T. Linn, J. Ricketts-Swales, 
B. Riehle, D. Root, T. Ross, J. Rumfelt, T. Windus 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Stockin, seconded by Legislator Barnes, and carried to approve 
the minutes of February 1, 2023.  
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Barnes, seconded by Legislator Healy, and carried to approve 
the minutes of February 15, 2023.   
  
 
Highway 
 
Bridge Updates 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus stated that due to the Town of Cuba 
canceling their project, the bridge crew was reassigned, and completed the installation of one bus shelter 
in the Town of Genesee last week.  He stated that they are currently working with districts to replace 
some guiderail.  Legislator Healy asked if there is another bridge project planned in place of the Cuba 
bridge.  Mr. Windus responded that the Satterlee Hill Road bridge is below on the agenda.   

 
Capital Projects 
 

Mr. Windus stated that the County Road 26 bridge demolition is nearing completion.  He stated 
that they did a walkthrough that morning and there are a few items left to finish up the demolition phase.  
He explained that there will be just one bill to pay because of the short duration of the demolition.  
 
Resolution to Amend Resolution No. 94-23 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested a resolution to amend 
Resolution No. 94-23 establishing a new Capital Project Account H 5982** for the County Culvert LC 11-
33 project on County Road 11 in the Town of Almond; approval of transfer of funds for such Capital 
Account to include the following budget transfer: 

 
Budget Transfer: 
 
From: H 5120.5031.00     Maintenance of Bridges-Interfund Transfer  $495,000 
To: H 5982.5031.00     Almond Co #LC 11-33 CR 11 Interfund Transfer $495,000 

 
Resolution to Amend Resolution No. 95-23 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested a resolution to amend 
Resolution No. 95-23 establishing a new Capital Project Account H 5983** for the County Bridge LB 24-
05 project on County Road 9 in the Town of Scio; approval of transfer of funds for such Capital Account 
to include the following budget transfer: 
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Budget Transfer: 
 
From: H 5120.5031.00     Maintenance of Bridges-Interfund Transfer  $600,000 
To: H 5983.5031.00     Scio Co #LB 24-05 CR 9-Interfund Transfer  $600,000 

 
Resolution to Amend Resolution No. 96-23 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested a resolution to amend 
Resolution No. 96-23 establishing a new Capital Project Account H 5984** for the County Culvert LC 10-
09 project on County Road 10 in the Town of Scio; approval of transfer of funds for such Capital Account 
to include the following budget transfer: 

 
Budget Transfer: 
 
From: H 5120.5031.00     Maintenance of Bridges-Interfund Transfer  $495,000 
To: H 5984.5031.00     Scio Co #LC 10-09 CR 10-Interfund Transfer  $495,000 

 
 County Attorney Allison Carrow recommended that the committee vote once for all three 
amendments for one resolution to go before the Board.  The request was approved on a motion by 
Legislator Cyr, seconded by Legislator Stockin, and carried. Refer to Ways and Means 
 
Permission to Bid Bridge Deck for LB# 04-15, Satterlee Hill, Town of Almond 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested permission to bid the 
Bridge Deck for LB# 04-15, Satterlee Hill Road, in the Town of Almond.  Mr. Windus explained that they 
received 14 new yellow flags and one red flag in the last couple of months for bridges and postings.  He 
explained that the bridge on Satterlee Hill Road is one of them and it is just before the transfer station 
entrance.  They recently had to down post that bridge to 26 tons which is less than the empty haul truck 
and canister at 26 ½ tons.  This will require them to modify their operations at the transfer station.  Mr. 
Windus explained that this approval will allow them to bid to replace that deck and remove the posting 
so their trucks can operate back and forth.  The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Cyr, 
seconded by Legislator Barnes, and carried. 

 
Permission to Bid Temporary Detour Bridge and Traffic Signals  

 
Mr. Windus requested permission to bid a temporary detour bridge and traffic signals.  Mr. Windus 

stated that the creek beneath the Satterlee Hill bridge is very flashy and big. It's also very deep compared 
to the bridge itself.  Their initial intention was to perform the work by closing the bridge and the road, but 
five residences above the transfer station would have to travel out of the County on a seasonal limited-
use road through Steuben County.  Mr. Windus stated that Committee Vice-Chairman Demick 
recommended that they look at the possibility of purchasing a temporary detour bridge that can be utilized 
for other locations in the future.  Mr. Windus stated that the detour bridge is estimated to be $300,000, 
and the traffic signals are estimated to be $52,000.  They hope that once they receive the bids back, they 
can look at the possibility of using ARPA funds.  Legislator Barnes asked if the traffic signals are the 
automatic type.  Mr. Windus stated yes, and that they could also be used to divert traffic during an 
emergency.  He explained that the traffic lights are trailer mounted with solar panels, and include timers.  
Mr. Windus stated that they plan to order 100 feet of detour bridge and explained that it comes in 10-foot 
sections that can be used individually.  He stated that there are no posting limits, and it provides the 
ability to span some of the creeks or streams that are much wider and much deeper.  Legislator Cyr 
stated that this is a great idea no matter what the cost is because it helps our first responders, 
businessmen, and the citizens of the County.  Committee Vice-Chairman Demick stated that everybody 
gets excited when we want to use ARPA funds, but this is something that will benefit the entire County's 
taxpayers.  He stated that there are over 300 Town and County bridges with 14 of them flagged or posted 
for weight limits this year alone.  He explained that with new Federal testing systems of bridges, it's not 
going to get any better, and the cost of building a detour is typically around $100,000 or more.  He 



Public Works Committee 
March 2, 2023 

Page 3 of 5 
 

described a scenario where one flooding situation could wash out the entire temporary detour, and then 
it would need to be rebuilt at basically the same price.  He stated that this temporary bridge system will 
pay for itself in about four detour setups and it will be reusable.  Legislator Healy agreed but wondered if 
they had investigated other options like surplus federal bridges that might be available.  He stated that 
he brought up the idea of utilizing railroad boxcars a couple of years ago and wondered if they examined 
the possibility of using them for bridges.  Mr. Windus stated that he was not aware of anything available 
at the federal level regarding any surplus, but they monitor the federal surplus sites and haven't found 
anything yet.  Legislator Healy asked if that included military surplus and Mr. Windus replied yes.  Mr. 
Windus explained that surplus bridges are not available for all locations and that the detour bridge is 
designed specifically to be modular and rebuildable.  Mr. Windus stated that the railroad boxcars did not 
have anything local that was available, but that a lot of those bridges that they were replacing out west 
were dirt roads or dead-end roads.  County Treasurer Terri Ross stated that right now, there is no actual 
known value for what we're going to need for those purchases, and that is why there isn’t a funding 
request.  Ms. Ross explained that any funding requests would have to come after the bids come in.  Ms. 
Ross stated that the same will be true for the request coming up later in the agenda for County Road 51.  
Committee Vice-Chairman Demick stated that this temporary bridge system is not on any kind of OGS 
or piggyback law type thing, so the best thing to do is to go out to bid, and we will not know the exact 
price until the bids come back next month. Legislator Root stated that she agrees with everything said 
here today, but wondered if the ARPA funds are the best way to fund it.  She requested that they look at 
other possibilities to fund it.  Legislator Hanchett stated that this temporary bridge will be extremely 
important for our infrastructure but there are a lot of things utilizing ARPA money.  She stated that it is 
important to prioritize the best way to pay for these things and what funds we should be using.  Committee 
Vice-Chairman Demick stated that this purchase would likely not have come to the floor if they felt there 
were not some excess funds to be able to utilize.  Legislator Barnes stated that this is important and they 
should find the best way to fund it.  He then asked Mr. Windus if 100 feet is the maximum length available.  
Mr. Windus stated that they could go farther but they estimated that 90 percent of the structures would 
be less than 100 feet.  He explained that this bridge system is designed to be modular so that you can 
utilize a 10-foot section or all 100 feet.  Legislator Barnes asked if they discovered in the future that they 
needed 110 feet, could they purchase more?  Mr. Windus stated that they could purchase more and there 
are many other options for expanding in the future.  The request was approved on a motion by Legislator 
Healy, seconded by Legislator Cyr, and carried. 
 

Legislator Rumfelt stated that the Pine Street Bridge in Alfred is rough and dangerous.  He 
explained that the south-side lane is all torn up, and they have tried to fill it, but it just doesn't last because 
of the weather.  He stated that he almost had a head-on collision there the other day and asked if there 
was something that could be done to make it safer.  With graduation coming up in May, it's going to be 
highly traveled.  Mr. Windus stated that the Pine Street Bridge bid had been awarded, and it will go into 
construction eventually.  He explained that it is a town structure, and it is their responsibility, but he will 
reach out to them to determine a better way to patch it. 
 
Solid Waste 
 
Permission to Award Four Ejection Containers 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested permission to purchase 
four new 50-yard Refuse Ejection Containers from Cyncon Equipment for Solid Waste.  The request was 
approved on a motion by Legislator Cyr, seconded by Legislator Barnes, and carried.   
 
Permission to Hold Household Hazardous Waste Day 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested permission to hold 
Household Hazardous Waste Day.  The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Cyr, seconded 
by Legislator Healy, and carried.   
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Resolution to Apply for Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Grant 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested a resolution authorizing 
the filing of an application for State Assistance under the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) State 
Assistance Program and signing the Associated State Contract, Under the Appropriate Laws of New York 
State.  Mr. Windus stated that in 2022, Household Hazardous Waste Day served 117 households, 
collected 1,823 gallons of liquid, and 470 pounds of solids. The request was approved on a motion by 
Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Cyr, and carried. Prepare Resolution 
 
 
Buildings and Grounds 
 
Space Needs Update 
 

Mr. Windus stated that the Space Needs committee met recently and that he had submitted a 
draft RFQ for review.  He stated that they are hoping to finalize the RFQ shortly to be able to receive 
responses by March 22.  Committee Vice-Chairman Demick asked if everyone had a chance to review 
the draft RFQ and that if everything looks acceptable, they will move forward with it. 
 
Bid Results from Auctions International 
 

Mr. Windus stated that the bids from Auctions International for the old trucks and equipment sold 
at auction from the Highway department brought in a total of $17,117.50. 
 
Permission to Purchase Kenworth T800 
 
 Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested permission to purchase 
a new 2024 Kenworth T800 with Box as follows: 
 

2024 T800  $165,170.00 
Dump Body $  40,973.85 

Total:  $206,143.85   
 

The 2023 Budget includes $225,000 in Account DM 5130.204 to finance this purchase. The 
request was approved on a motion by Legislator Barnes, seconded by Legislator Stockin, and carried. 
 
Hunt Engineers Agreement for County Road 51, and S-Curve Development 
 

Department of Public Works Superintendent Thomas Windus requested a resolution to enter into 
an agreement with Hunt Engineers for the proposed commercial development on County Road 51 and 
County facilities at the S-Curves along County Road 20.  Hunt Engineers will also provide SEQR 
documentation.  The terms of this contract will depend upon the completion of the project.  The estimated 
length of time is six months.  The funding will be determined later.     
 
 Data Gathering, Planning & Survey  $39,998 
 SEQR Documentation   $10,151 
 Total:      $50,149 
 
 Plus, reimbursable Expenses 
 
 The request was approved on a motion by Legislator Healy, seconded by Legislator Stockin, and 
carried. Prepare Resolution 
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Good of the Order 
 

Legislator Healy asked Mr. Windus if he would be able to provide information at the next 
committee meeting on how many miles of roadway were turned over to the County when the State put in 
the expressway.  Mr. Windus stated that he will plan to bring that information forward. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
1:34 p.m. following a motion by Legislator Barnes, seconded by Legislator Cyr, and carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Tiffany Linn, Journal Clerk  
Allegany County Board of Legislators  
 
 
 
 


