
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS
REGULAR SESSION

MARCH 13, 2017

CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Board of Legislators was called to order at 
2:04 p.m. by Chairman Curtis W. Crandall.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by former 
United States Air Force Airman 1st Class Bobbi S. Foster.

INVOCATION: The Invocation was given by Legislator Pullen.

ROLL CALL: 13 Legislators Present: Scott Burt, Curtis Crandall, Philip Curran, David 
Decker, Karl Graves, Dwight “Mike” Healy, Judith Hopkins, Charles Jessup, Kevin 
LaForge, Timothy O’Grady, David Pullen, Debra Root, Norman Ungermann, Jr.
Absent:  Dwight Fanton, Aaron McGraw

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Board meeting minutes of February 27, 2017, were approved on a motion made 
by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried. Legislator Ungermann 
remarked that he was glad to see such a spirited discussion on the sales tax.  He indicated 
that he would have been a “no” vote on the resolution.  (Memo:  Legislator Ungermann was 
referring to Resolution No. 31-17 “Requesting State Legislative Representatives to Introduce 
and Seek Passage of Legislation Authorizing Allegany County to Continue the Additional One 
and One-Half Percent County Sales Tax for Four Years,” which was adopted at the February 
27, 2017 Board Meeting.)

The Committee of the Whole meeting minutes of February 27, 2017, were approved 
on a motion made by Legislator Curran, seconded by Legislator Pullen, and carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Chairman Crandall talked about the proper disposal of American flags.  He remarked it 
involves much more than just burning the flag.  There is a proper ceremony for doing so.  He 
noted that the Veterans’ Service Agency collects tattered flags so they can be properly 
disposed of.  Legislator Decker remarked that the small flags, which are often attached to 
sticks, should be disposed of properly as well.  He has taken a number of them to the 
American Legion in Cuba so they can be properly disposed of.  

Chairman Crandall presented a certificate to Bobbi S. Foster, former United States Air 
Force Airman 1st Class, in grateful appreciation of her service to our country.  Ms. Foster’s                  
service dates were from December 14, 1984, to June 29, 1987.  Following Basic Training at
Lackland Air Force Base, assignments included: Keesler Air Force Base, Plattsburgh Air 
Force Base, Cosimo, Italy; and McGuire Air Force Base.  Commendations she received 
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included: Air Force Training Ribbon and Air Force Outstanding Unit Award.  Ms. Foster led 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag at the beginning of the meeting as part of the Veterans’ 
Honorary Pledge of Allegiance Program.

County Government Intern Instructor John Padlo, accompanied by his students, spoke 
briefly about the County Government Intern Program.  He then asked the interns to introduce 
themselves:

Derek Bush – Andover Central School
Lexi Horton – Andover Central School
Tori Shaw – Andover Central School
Treyton Alsworth – Wellsville Central School
Kearstin Cobin – Wellsville Central School
Laura Wixson – Wellsville Central School
Dylan Hooker – Genesee Valley Central School

The following interns were not able to attend the Board meeting:

Sharon Nelson-Gross – Bolivar Richburg Central School
Sidney Stein – Bolivar Richburg Central School
Dakota Perry – Bolivar Richburg Central School

Mr. Padlo remarked that he’s hoping to reach out to other schools in the County to get 
students into the program.  The group will be holding a mock legislative session on June 5.  

Allegany County Association for the Blind Director Kathryn M. Boyle-Kirsch, R.N.,
along with Association Treasurer Bev Kruger addressed the Board regarding the services 
provided by the Allegany County Association for the Blind and Visually Handicapped.  Ms. 
Boyle-Kirsch remarked that low vision is vision that cannot be corrected with glasses alone.
There are only three agencies in Western New York that can declare someone legally blind.  
Their office coordinates testing for legal blindness qualification, but also offers services for 
those who have serious vision problems but aren’t necessarily legally blind.  Dr. John 
Rundquist visits the Wellsville office so residents don’t have to travel to Buffalo to be declared 
legally blind.  They currently serve 202 clients; that number doesn’t include the testing they 
do for children.  She noted that they would be holding a workshop at the American Legion in 
Wellsville on June 5. The Association is open Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m.  Ms. Boyle-Kirsch and Ms. Kruger demonstrated many tools that are used to assist 
those with low vision.  

Following her presentation Legislator Burt stated that blindness is hereditary in his 
family.  He asked Ms. Boyle-Kirsch if her organization had sought donations from the Lions 
Clubs in the County.  Legislator Burt remarked that he had spoken with at least one Lions 
Club representative who mentioned that they have money available to donate.  Ms. Boyle-
Kirsch stated that they do receive support from various groups in the County, including some 
Lions Clubs, but they hadn’t considered reaching out to all of the Lions Clubs for support of 
their operating budget. Legislator Ungermann added to that by saying, the Cuba Lions Club 
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helped set the Association up with the Annual Garlic Festival in Cuba, yet he didn’t recall 
them soliciting a donation from the Lions Club.  He went on to say that Lions Clubs along with 
other service organizations are here to help the community.  He suggested she write to these 
organizations to seek funding and get away from using taxpayer dollars.  Ms. Boyle-Kirsch 
thanked both Mr. Burt and Mr. Ungermann for their recommendations saying she thought it 
was a great idea. Legislator Healy asked how donations could be made to the Allegany 
County Association for the Blind and Visually Handicapped.  Ms. Boyle-Kirsch said that 
donations could be sent to 18 Jefferson Street in Wellsville.  Chairman Crandall thanked Ms. 
Boyle-Kirsch and Ms. Kruger for coming.  He said, “Sometimes we take our sight for granted; 
it’s so nice to understand what your organization does.”    

Representatives present to answer questions regarding 2016 Annual Reports for the 
following:  County Attorney, County Clerk, Probation, Public Works, and Cooperative 
Extension.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS, ETC.:

1. Report of Tax Bill Corrections Approved by the County Administrator in February 
2017.

2. Report of IntraFund Transfers Approved by the County Administrator in February 
2017.

3. 2016 Annual Reports for Review:  Office for the Aging, Emergency Management 
and Fire Services, Board of Elections, Health Department, Coroners, Community 
Services, Real Property Tax, and Human Resources.

4. Correspondence from Legislator David Pullen resigning as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Allegany County Telecommunications Development Corporation 
on March 1, 2017.

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution No. 42-17 (Intro. No. 32-17) (APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH ALLEGANY 
COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY HANDICAPPED, INC., IN 
RELATION TO THE RENDERING OF SERVICE, TRAINING OR AID TO INDIGENT BLIND 
IN ALLEGANY COUNTY) was removed from the table following a motion made by Legislator 
LaForge, seconded by Legislator Graves, and carried.  It was originally tabled on February 
13, 2017.
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RESOLUTION NO. 42-17

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH ALLEGANY COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
BLIND AND VISUALLY HANDICAPPED, INC., IN RELATION TO THE RENDERING OF 

SERVICE, TRAINING OR AID TO INDIGENT BLIND IN ALLEGANY COUNTY

Offered by:  Human Services Committee

Pursuant to County Law § 224 (6)

RESOLVED:

1. That the Agreement in the amount of $8,000 between the County of Allegany 
and Allegany County Association for the Blind and Visually Handicapped, Inc., in relation to 
the rendering of service, training or aid to indigent blind in Allegany County during 2017, is 
approved.

2. That the Chairman of this Board is authorized to execute said Agreement in 
triplicate.

Moved by:  Mr. LaForge Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Graves 12 Ayes, 1 No, 2 Absent

Voting No:  Burt

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 42-17 included the following: Legislator Burt 
thanked the representatives from the Allegany County Association for the Blind and Visually 
Handicapped for their efforts.  He explained that in order to be a good steward of the 
taxpayers’ money, he couldn’t support the resolution.  This is due to the fact that they haven’t 
asked the Lions Clubs in the County for support.  Those clubs may be able to come up with 
more than the $8,000 the County has been giving the organization.  

RESOLUTION NO. 43-17

CREATION OF ONE POSITION OF FULL-TIME ACCOUNT CLERK TYPIST 
WITHIN THE OFFICE FOR THE AGING

Offered by: Human Services Committee

RESOLVED:

1. That one position of full-time Account Clerk Typist (AFSCME, Grade 7) is 
created.

2. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
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Moved by:  Mr. LaForge Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Jessup 13 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 44-17

CREATION OF THREE PART-TIME POSITIONS OF TYPIST WITHIN THE 
OFFICE FOR THE AGING

Offered by: Human Services Committee

RESOLVED:

1. That three part-time positions of Typist (AFSCME, Grade 4) are created.

2. The part-time positions of Typist will follow the AFSCME pay scale but will not 
be a Union position due to the part-time status.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

Moved by:  Mr. LaForge Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mrs. Root 14 Ayes, 0 Noes, 1 Absent

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 44-17 included the following: Legislator Burt 
asked the County Administrator if this resolution, along with the previous one, end up being 
money savers.  Mr. Boyde stated that they will save money.  

RESOLUTION NO. 45-17

RE-APPROPRIATION OF ALLEGANY COUNTY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING SCHOOL GRANT MONEY

Offered by:  Planning & Economic Development and Ways & Means Committees 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 131-14, Allegany County Comprehensive Planning 
School grant funds in the amount of $67,669 were accepted and appropriated, and

WHEREAS, the sum of $4,497 of the Allegany County Comprehensive Planning 
School grant funds remains unspent, and it is necessary to re-appropriate the remaining 
funds for the 2017 Budget year, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $4,497 in unexpended Allegany County Comprehensive 
Planning School grant funds shall be re-appropriated to Account No. A8020.495 (Home and 
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Community Service - Contractual Allegany County Comprehensive Planning School) with a 
like sum credited to Revenue Account No. A8020.3089.00 (Planning - State Aid Other).

Moved by:  Mrs. Root Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Jessup 13 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 46-17

ACCEPTANCE OF INSURANCE PAYMENT FROM NYMIR AND
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS TO RISK RETENTION ACCOUNTS

Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee

WHEREAS, a check in the amount of $434, representing a supplemental charge to 
repair a DPW 2010 Ford F150 XL (#0957) that was damaged in a motor vehicle/deer 
accident on January 9, 2017, has been offered by NYMIR (New York Municipal Insurance 
Reciprocal) in settlement for such damage, now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $434 representing a supplemental charge to repair a DPW 
2010 Ford F150 XL (#0957) that was damaged on January 9, 2017, is accepted.

2. That the sum of $434 is placed in Account No. CS1931.429 (Risk Retention -
Uninsured Property Loss) with a like sum credited to Revenue Account No. CS1930.2680.00 
(Insurance Recovery).

Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Healy 13 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 47-17

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH ALLEGANY COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
FOR PAYMENT OF 2017 BUDGETARY APPROPRIATION

Offered by:  Planning & Economic Development Committee

RESOLVED:

1. That the Agreement between the County of Allegany and the Allegany County 
Agricultural Society, is approved.

2. That the Chairman of this Board is authorized to execute such Agreement.
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3. That the County Treasurer, upon receipt of a true copy of said Agreement, is 
authorized and directed to remit to said Society the sum of $8,000 and charge Account No. 
A8752.492 (Agricultural Society) therefor.

Moved by:  Mrs. Root Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Pullen 13 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 48-17

APPROVAL OF LEASE BETWEEN SANZO GT, LLC AND 
ALLEGANY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CANCER SERVICES PROGRAM FOR 

PREMISES AT 20-24 WATER STREET, CUBA, NEW YORK

Offered by:  Human Services Committee

RESOLVED:

1. That the Lease between Sanzo GT, LLC and the Allegany County Department 
of Health Cancer Services Program for the term June 1, 2017, through May 31, 2018, for 
premises located at 20-24 Water Street, Cuba, New York, with a monthly rental rate of 
$541.50 for use by the Allegany County Department of Health Cancer Services Program, is 
approved.

2. That the Public Health Director is authorized to execute said Lease.

Moved by:  Mr. LaForge Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Healy 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

Abstained:  Ungermann

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 48-17 included the following: Legislator 
Ungermann asked for permission to abstain from voting on this resolution.  A motion was 
made by Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator LaForge, and carried to allow Legislator 
Ungermann to abstain from voting on the resolution.  Legislator Decker asked if the lease 
was for one year.  Public Health Director Lori Ballengee stated that it was a one-year lease.  

Resolution Intro. No. 51-17, Resolution No. 49-17, (APPROVAL OF ELECTRIC 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT OBTAINED THROUGH THE SERVICES OF MUNICIPAL 
ELECTRIC AND GAS ALLIANCE [MEGA] WITH CONSTELLATION ENERGY SERVICES 
OF NEW YORK, INC.) was not pre-filed and was considered from the floor on a motion made 
by Legislator Curran, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried by an affirmative voice vote 
of the requisite two-thirds of the Board membership.
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RESOLUTION NO. 49-17

APPROVAL OF ELECTRIC PURCHASE AGREEMENT OBTAINED THROUGH THE 
SERVICES OF MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC AND GAS ALLIANCE (MEGA) WITH 

CONSTELLATION ENERGY SERVICES OF NEW YORK, INC.

Offered by: Public Works Committee

WHEREAS, the County works with Municipal Electric and Gas Alliance (MEGA) to 
investigate potential cost savings for electricity and natural gas, and

WHEREAS, MEGA works with various municipalities and providers of energy to 
secure favorable power purchase agreements for municipalities by aggregating the combined 
energy usage of these municipalities, and

WHEREAS, MEGA has secured favorable terms from Constellation Energy Services 
of New York, Inc., (Constellation), for electricity, and

WHEREAS, the County has considered the terms of the power purchase agreement 
with Constellation and believes that it will achieve a cost savings by purchasing electricity 
from Constellation for the Public Safety Facility, now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED:

1. That a power purchase agreement for electricity from Constellation Energy 
Services of New York, Inc. for a term commencing March 13, 2017 and ending December 31, 
2018, is hereby approved.

2. That the Chairman of this Board is hereby authorized to execute this 
agreement.

Moved by:  Mr. Curran Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Decker 13 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 49-17 included the following: Legislator Decker 
stated that if he remembered correctly, there has been quite a savings with this program.  
County Administrator Boyde replied that the County is projected to have a decent savings 
from this.  

AUDITS:

A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator LaForge, and 
carried, that the audits be acted upon collectively and by totals.

A motion was made by Legislator Root, seconded by Legislator Jessup, and adopted 
on a roll call vote of 13 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent, that the audit of claims, totaling
$4,299,644.31 including prepaid expenses, be approved for payment as recommended by 
the County Administrator.  (Allegany County’s Local Dollar Share of the NYS Medicaid 
Program paid year-to-date is $1,931,860.)
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COMMENTS:

Legislator Hopkins announced the Fillmore/Wiscoy-Rossburg Fire Departments’ 6th
Annual Training session to be held on Saturday, March 18, at 9 a.m.  She encouraged her 
fellow Legislators to attend.  

Legislator LaForge stated that the Affordable Government Group meeting scheduled 
for March 14 had been rescheduled to March 21 at 3 p.m.

Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle reminded the Legislators that Allegany County 
would be hosting the monthly InterCounty meeting this Friday, March 17.  The meeting is 
being held at Alfred State College.  

Legislator Pullen announced his resignation from the Board of Legislators effective 
today, March 13, 2017, at 11:59 p.m. (Legislator Pullen’s official retirement date is March 16, 
2017.) His remarks follow:

“Chairman Crandall, Clerk Riehle, Fellow Legislators, Friends and Neighbors:

‘Thank you for granting me Privilege of the Floor.  I trust that you will find my 
comments interesting, informative, and perhaps even entertaining.

I will begin with a quotation from ‘Through the Looking Glass’ by Lewis Carroll.  

The time has come,' the Walrus said,
To talk of many things:

Of shoes — and ships — and sealing-wax —
Of cabbages — and kings —

And why the sea is boiling hot —
And whether pigs have wings.'

‘Actually, I am not sure what that means.  People have been wondering about it 
for about 140 years.  Hopefully my comments will be easier to understand. 

‘For the past 11 years, 2 months and 13 days (not that anyone has been 
counting) it has been my privilege and honor to serve as an Allegany County 
Legislator.  Looked at another way, that is about 134 months, or about 582 weeks, or 
about 4,088 days, give or take a few.  During that time, I have attended about 260 
regular sessions of the Legislature, another 50 or so Committee of the Whole
meetings, and more than 500 committee meetings.  In addition, I have served as this 
Board’s representative to the Board of the Cooperative Extension Association, and the 
Citizens Advisory Council of the Office for the Aging.  That accounts for another 200, 
plus or minus, meetings.  
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‘To perform my Legislative duties in the manner that I felt was appropriate has 
taken a lot of time.  By my calculation, I have averaged somewhere between 20 and 
30 hours per week on those duties.  Even at that level, there was always more that 
could be done.  Perhaps I simply wasn’t very efficient at my tasks.  Maybe I undertook 
too many different projects.  For better or worse, I did what I felt was appropriate and 
necessary.  I believe (and hope) that my efforts have brought some benefit to Allegany 
County.  However, I am only one person, and there are many others who have made, 
and continue to make significant contributions towards the welfare of our County.  I am 
well aware that no one, least of all me, is indispensable, or irreplaceable.  
Unfortunately, my circumstances have changed significantly over the past year.  
Those changes make it impossible for me to give this office the time that I have given 
over the past 11 years, and that I believe it still deserves.  Unfortunately, this has 
forced me to reach the conclusion that I must resign from this Board of Legislators.  

‘Contrary to what some citizens may think, I have not served, and I doubt that 
any Legislator serves, because of the money or benefits.  In my case, I have had to 
continue working at my full-time job as a private attorney, in addition to performing my 
duties as a County Legislator.  This has been my choice, and I have almost no regrets, 
at having made that choice.  However, I was only able to serve as a Legislator 
because of a unique combination of circumstances.  Nancy Jo, my wonderful wife of 
more than 40 years, encouraged me to serve, and has graciously sacrificed our time 
together, so that I could perform my duties.  In addition, my law partner and law office 
staff have picked up the slack when I simply couldn’t find enough hours in the day to 
get everything done that needed to get done.  However, there was still a significant 
reduction in the number of hours that I could spend on my private law practice.  Over 
the past 11, years my earnings have been reduced, but have been sufficient for my 
family to manage.  Unfortunately, my circumstances have now changed.  In the past 
year, two valuable assistants have retired.  Another senior paralegal recently 
announced that he is cutting back on his hours and is moving towards retirement.  
These changes mean that I must assume more responsibility for the job that actually 
pays the bills.  I am thankful that I have a business and profession that can support my 
family and me.  That business also performs valuable services for many clients, and 
provides employment for a number of local residents.  The down side is that I no 
longer have adequate time to perform my legislative duties.  Consequently, I am now 
serving my resignation upon the Clerk of the Board Brenda Rigby Riehle to become 
effective at midnight tonight.

‘Whether we realize it or not, and whether we like it or not, things change.  
Today I am 11 years older than I was in 2006. I hope that I am wiser.  I have new 
wrinkles, and older aches and pains.  My hair is thinner, while some other parts are 
not.  Allegany County has also changed.  It has celebrated a Bi-Centennial, and its 
demographics have gotten older.  We need to retain more of our young people, and 
that means creating more jobs.  In 2006 the members of the Legislature from District 1 
were Curt Crandall, Ted Hopkins, and myself.  District 2 was represented by Karl 
Kruger, Ron Truax, and Norm Ungermann.  From District 3 it was Bill Dibble, Glenn 
Benson and Dwight Fanton.  Dan Russo, Mike McCormick, and Tim O’Grady 
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represented District 4.  Bill Hall, Doug Burdick, and Brent Reynolds represented 
District 5.  Today only the ‘fabulous five’ (Curt, Norm, Dwight, Tim and myself) remain.  
After my departure today you can refer to them as the ‘fantastic four.’ It will be 
interesting to see who will be on the Board after the November election.

‘Being a County Legislator has been an interesting and challenging experience.  
I have met many wonderful people, and have learned an enormous amount about 
government.  It has also included some frustration, disagreement, and consternation.  
Over the past eleven years the Legislature has accomplished much of what I had in 
mind when I ran for this office.  However, much remains undone.  That realization is 
humbling, though perhaps inevitable.  It is for those of you who remain, and those who 
will come after you, to complete the tasks that are unfinished.  I take some comfort 
from the fact that things are in somewhat better shape than they were when I first 
joined the Board.

‘Serving as a Legislator is quite different from what many citizens think.  It isn’t 
particularly glamorous.  There is a lot of nitty-gritty and behind the scenes work.  
Notwithstanding all the meetings referred to earlier, most of my work as a Legislator 
occurred outside of formal meetings.  I spent hours talking with constituents, County 
employees, department heads and legislators from other counties.  Much time was 
spent researching various issues.  In 2006, I reluctantly agreed to write an occasional 
article for the Cuba Patriot newspaper.  That developed into a weekly column for the 
Cuba Patriot and Alfred Sun papers.  I have now authored more than 500 articles.  I 
have been guided by the words of former Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, that 
“Everyone is entitled to their own opinion.  However, everyone is not entitled to their 
own facts.”  Hopefully we have been guided by the facts. 

‘Three separate projects have consumed hundreds of hours of my time.  Most 
of my first term and part of my second term was spent working on the Courthouse 
Addition and Renovation Project.  Norm Ungerman and I will probably always disagree 
about some aspects of that project.  However, I hope we can both take some comfort 
from the fact that we ultimately completed the project for about $14 million, rather than 
the State’s initial estimate of $35 million.  With favorable interest rates and creative 
financing methods our annual debt service is about $700,000, compared to our original 
estimate of $2 million annually.  I consider $1.4 million per year a significant savings.  
In recent years, I have spent even more time on the Broadband Project that is now 
nearing completion.  I believe this project will improve the quality of life for many 
County residents.  I hope that it will also have a major impact on economic 
development in Allegany County.  

‘It may surprise some of you to learn that I have spent more time on County 
Labor Negotiations than either of those projects, or on anything else.  Four separate 
Unions represent County employees.  I have been involved in two complete 
negotiation cycles with those four Unions.  This Board recently approved my eighth 
and final Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Working with John Margeson, Ellen 
Ruckle, Mitch Alger, Bob Budinger, Tim Boyde, Jim Rooney, and others, has been a 
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demanding and rewarding experience.  Our efforts resulted in an improved health 
insurance plan, reduced health care costs for almost a decade, and increased 
premium contributions from almost all employees.  Our negotiation team has 
attempted to balance the needs of County taxpayers with the needs of County 
employees.  Some taxpayers think we didn’t do enough, but some employees think we 
went too far. Personally, like Goldilocks, I think we hit it just about right.  In 2010, we 
negotiated to eliminate retiree health care insurance for new employees hired after 
that year.  This change will save Allegany County millions of dollars over the coming
decades.  Some of these changes have already had a major impact on the County’s 
financial bottom line.  Hopefully they will continue to do so for many years to come.  I 
hope that another Legislator will feel led to work with the County Administrator on labor 
negotiation matters.

‘During my Legislative career, I have been privileged to work with many 
wonderful individuals.  It is always dangerous to start naming specific individuals 
because you always leave out somebody important.  To avoid that, I am going to take 
the coward’s way out.  I wish to acknowledge all of you, as a group.  It has been great 
to work with all of you.  You have been very helpful, supportive, and patient.  I will miss 
you all.  However, there are several that I must mention by name. I trust the rest of 
you will understand, and not be offended.  During my time as a Legislator I have had 
the privilege of serving with three wonderful colleagues from District 1.  Curt Crandall 
has been a great friend, as well as a dedicated colleague and skilled Legislative 
Chairman.  Curt, I have differed with you on several occasions, but have usually come 
around to your viewpoint in the end.  Thank you for your patience and encouragement 
over the years.  Ted Hopkins was an amazing and wonderful individual and friend.  He 
taught me a lot, both by his wisdom and by his example.  His passing was a terrible 
loss for me, and for this Board of Legislators, but most of all for Judy and her family.  I 
didn’t think that anyone could take his place on this Board.  However, I hadn’t 
anticipated that Judy Hopkins would be the person to take up that challenge.  Judy, 
you are your own person, but you have brought a unique mix of Ted’s quiet strength 
and integrity, along with your own wisdom and gentleness.  You and Ted have been 
marvelous friends and colleagues.  My time on the Legislature wouldn’t have been the 
same without my colleagues from District 1.  Finally, I must mention my wife, Nancy 
Jo.  For eleven plus years she has been a ‘Legislative widow.’ She has given up 
hours and days of time with me, and has helped and supported me throughout my 
tenure on this Board.  I look forward to spending more time with you in the days, 
months, and years ahead.  Last night, Nancy Jo asked me how I felt about what I was 
going to do today.  I told her that it felt ‘poignant.’ I then looked that word up in the 
dictionary to make sure I was using it correctly.  Poignant means ‘painfully affecting 
the feelings,’ and ‘deeply affecting.’ That is how I feel today.  I know this is the right 
thing to do, but I will miss all of you and this Board.  

‘There is one final point that I wish to share.  It is about the importance of 
prayer.  At my second or third Board meeting, Legislator Brent Reynolds asked me if I 
would offer the Invocation.  I was honored and agreed to do so.  Shortly after that he 
asked me if I would be willing to offer the Invocation on a regular basis.  I agreed, and 
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have now done so for about 11 years.  However, the Invocation is just the tip of the 
iceberg.  I regularly pray for our County, our Board, our citizens, and our nation.  I 
believe that praying for our County is quite possibly the most important thing that I 
have done over the past 11 years.  Only God can solve the many problems and meet 
the needs of our County and nation.  The most important thing that any of us can do is 
to ask God for His guidance, wisdom, and strength.  At least two local residents pray 
for me on a daily basis.  I believe their prayers have made it possible for me to serve 
as well as I have.  Now, as I leave this Board, I commit myself to pray for you in the 
days and years ahead.  I encourage each of you, and every citizen, to pray daily for 
God’s protection and blessing upon our community.  

‘It has been a privilege and honor to serve with each of you over the past 
eleven years.  May God bless you, this Board, and Allegany County.  And may God 
bless America.”

Chairman Crandall remarked on many things that have changed during Legislator 
Pullen’s tenure. When Legislator Pullen joined the Board of Legislators in 2006, the Board 
consisted of the following:

District I
Curtis W. Crandall (R) (Chairman)
Theodore L. Hopkins (R)
David T. Pullen, Esq. (R)

District II
Karl D. Kruger (R)
Ronald B. Truax (R) (Vice Chairman)
Norman G. Ungermann, Jr. (R)

District III
Glenn R. Benson (R)
William G. Dibble (R)
Dwight R. Fanton (R)

District IV
Michael J. McCormick (D) (Minority Leader)
Timothy J. O’Grady (R) 
Daniel Russo (R)

District V
Douglas R. Burdick (R)
William M. Hall (R) (Emergency Interim Successor)
Brent Reynolds (R) (Majority Leader)
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Chairman Crandall read a list of Department Heads from 2006 who are no longer 
employed by the County.  

Kimberly Toot – Office for the Aging Director
John E. Margeson – County Administrator
Daniel J. Guiney – County Attorney
James E. Euken – County Judge
John E. Foels – Development & Industrial Development Agency Director
Terrence M. Parker – District Attorney (currently County Judge)
James Gallman – Elections Commissioner (R)
Diane Martin – Elections Commissioner (D)
John C. Tucker – Emergency Services Director
Jerry Garmong – Employment & Training Director
Paul Gallman – Fire Coordinator
Gary W. Ogden, MD – Health Department Director
Ellen A. Ruckle – Human Resources & Civil Service, Personnel Officer
Deborah M. Button – Information Technology Director
Dennis L. Dunham – Maintenance Supervisor
David Sirianni – Probation Director
Beth Farwell – Public Defender
David Roeske – Public Works Superintendent
John J. Mancuso – Deputy Superintendent I
Steven Presutti – Real Property Tax Service Agency Director
Randall J. Belmont – Sheriff
Denis Reynolds – Undersheriff
Patricia Schmelzer – Social Services Commissioner
Deborah Aumick – STOP DWI Program Coordinator & Youth Bureau Program Director
H. Scott Spillane – Veterans’ Service Agency Director
Douglas Dillon – Executive Secretary

The following Department heads were here in 2006 and are still serving in those roles.

Brenda Rigby Riehle – Clerk of the Board
Robert W. Anderson – Community Services Agency Director
Robert L. Christman – County Clerk
Craig R. Braack – County Historian
Terri L. Ross – County Treasurer
Thomas Brown – County, Family, Supreme, & Surrogate Court Judge
Gilbert Green – Weights & Measures Director

Chairman Crandall remarked on some of the significant projects that have taken place 
since Legislator Pullen has been on the Board.  The County celebrated its Bicentennial in 
2006.  The new Public Safety Facility was constructed.  The Courthouse project was initiated 
and completed.  A cap on Medicaid was put into place.  Significant benchmarks in our County 
Budget have occurred since Legislator Pullen has been on the Board, including wiping out 
the deficit.  Chairman Crandall stated that a great deal of “heavy lifting” has been done during 
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Legislator Pullen’s time on the Board. He went on to say, “Our terms as Legislators will 
certainly add an interesting chapter to the history book of Allegany County.  It will be a good, 
positive benchmark in the book.  This Board of Legislators has been handed some major 
issues and events to deal with.  I believe it was for a reason – because we can.  We truly are 
in the right place at the right time.” He then presented Legislator Pullen with a plaque as a 
token of appreciation for his time and dedication to the County.  Legislator Pullen stated, “It’s 
been an honor and a privilege to serve with you all.  You will be in my thoughts and prayers.  
Thank you so much.”  

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. on a motion made by Legislator 
Graves, seconded by Legislator Burt, and carried.


