
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS
REGULAR SESSION

MARCH 27, 2017

CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Board of Legislators was called to order at 
2:10 p.m. by Chairman Curtis W. Crandall.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by former 
United States Army Specialist Fourth Class Kristine M. Rathbun.

INVOCATION: The Invocation was given by Chairman Crandall.

ROLL CALL: 12 Legislators Present: Scott Burt, Curtis Crandall, David Decker, Dwight 
Fanton, Karl Graves, Dwight “Mike” Healy, Judith Hopkins, Charles Jessup, Kevin 
LaForge, Aaron McGraw, Timothy O’Grady, Norman Ungermann, Jr. (Absent:  Philip 
Curran, Debra Root)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The Board meeting minutes of March 13, 2017, were approved on a motion made by 
Legislator Graves, seconded by Legislator O’Grady, and carried.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Chairman Crandall closed the regular meeting to hold a public hearing on the 
modification and continuation of Agricultural District Number Four within the Towns of Alfred, 
Alma, Andover, Bolivar, Genesee, Independence, Ward, and Willing originally created as 
Agricultural District Number Six in the County of Allegany on August 7, 1977, and renamed 
Agricultural District Four on May 28, 2002, and modified and continued on February 25, 2008, 
by Resolution No. 36-2008. 

There being no one desiring to speak, the public hearing was declared closed and the 
Board reconvened in regular session.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Chairman Crandall presented a certificate to Kristine M. Rathbun, former United States
Army Specialist Fourth Class, in grateful appreciation of her service to our country.  Ms.
Rathbun’s service dates were from October 16, 1991, to August 26, 1994.  Following Basic 
Training at Fort Jackson, SC, assignments included: Fort Belvoir, VA; Germany; and 
Redstone Arsenal, AL.  Commendations she received included: Army Achievement Medal, 
Army Service Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal, Driver and Mechanic Badge, and 
Expert Marksmanship Badge Automatic Rifle.  Ms. Rathbun led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag at the beginning of the meeting as part of the Veterans’ Honorary Pledge of 
Allegiance Program.
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Supervising Public Health Educator Theresa Moore addressed the Board in 
celebration of National Public Health Week, which is being observed April 3-9, 2017.  Ms. 
Moore noted some of the many programs and services offered by the Allegany County 
Department of Health, including:  rabies testing, cancer services, restaurant inspections, 
immunizations, lead poisoning prevention through testing of children at age 1 and age 2, and 
water supply testing.  They also provide services through the WIC program to ensure healthy 
pregnancies, and to make sure young children have healthy food to eat.   

Cancer Services Program Coordinator Madelyn Thornton addressed the group to 
remind everyone to get their cancer screenings.  March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month.  Ms. Thornton stated that colon cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths.  
In Allegany County there are on average 15 men and 13 women diagnosed with colorectal 
cancer each year.  The average annual deaths in Allegany County from colorectal cancer are 
5.6 men and 5 women.  She indicated that there are two types of screening available.  An at-
home test kit, as well as a colonoscopy.  Ms. Thornton urged everyone to get screened 
saying, “Colon cancer deaths can be prevented.  Make sure you get screened.”  

Representatives from the following departments were present to answer questions 
regarding their 2016 Annual Reports:  Office for the Aging, Emergency Management and Fire 
Services, Board of Elections, Health Department, Coroners, Community Services, Real 
Property Tax, and Human Resources.

Legislator Ungermann remarked that in reading through the Real Property Tax Report, 
he noticed that there are increasingly more tax exempt properties in the County.  He stated 
that he’s amazed how much tax exempt property there is and something needs to be done 
about it.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, COMMUNICATIONS, REPORTS, ETC.:

1. April 2017 Calendar.

2. 2016 Annual Reports for Review:  Employment & Training, Veterans, Youth 
Bureau, STOP-DWI Program, District Attorney, Public Defender, Workers’ Comp.

3. Resolution from the Town of Centerville abolishing the Tax Collector position and 
incorporating duties into Town Clerk position.  

4. Correspondence from Senator Young acknowledging receipt of our Resolution No. 
31-17 regarding our sales tax rate.  Senator Young plans to introduce legislation 
(Senate Bill 5167) authorizing continuation of our additional one and one-half 
percent sales tax for two years.

5. Notice from the Farm Bureau announcing an informational meeting regarding 
available funding sources for area agriculture at the Belmont American Legion from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 5, 2017.
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APPOINTMENTS:

Chairman Crandall reappointed the following members of the ALLEGANY COUNTY 
YOUTH BOARD for a three-year term commencing March 26, 2017, and expiring March 25, 
2019, subject to confirmation by the Board of Legislators:

Deborah Aumick, Rushford District I
Sherry Weirich, Scio District III
Amy Jacobson, Alfred District V

Chairman Crandall appointed the following to serve as a Youth Representative on the 
ALLEGANY COUNTY YOUTH BOARD, the term of such appointments is unfixed, but in no 
event shall such terms exceed the twenty-first birthday of the appointees:

Joey Nickerson District III
Kendra Waters District IV
Abigail Grice District IV
Nathaniel Jacobson District V

PROCLAMATIONS:

Chairman Crandall proclaimed April 3-9, 2017, as NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH 
WEEK 2017 in Allegany County.  

Chairman Crandall proclaimed March, 2017, as COLORECTAL CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH in Allegany County.

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO. 50-17

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED EXCELSIOR SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM AND THE PROPOSED DENIAL OF TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) 

AID AND BUNDY AID TO STUDENTS IN COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES THAT 
INCREASE TUITION BEYOND A GOVERNMENT REGULATED THRESHOLD

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee

WHEREAS, Governor Cuomo has proposed a new initiative called the Excelsior 
Scholarship Program to provide free tuition at State University of New York (SUNY) and City 
University of New York (CUNY) schools for New Yorkers making up to $125,000 per year; 
and
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WHEREAS, Governor Cuomo has further proposed that aid under the current Tuition 
Assistance Program (TAP) and Bundy Aid be denied to students that attend colleges and 
universities that increase tuition beyond a government regulated threshold; and

WHEREAS, higher education as it currently exists in the United States operates in a 
capitalist society whereby the consumer has the freedom to choose which school is right for 
them to attend; and

WHEREAS, in a free market, supply and demand operate to determine price and it is 
these factors that operate to determine tuition costs; and

WHEREAS, the revolutionary introduction of a scholarship program which effectively 
makes SUNY and CUNY schools tuition free for a vast majority of the State’s residents 
without also making that scholarship available to students who want to attend a private 
college or university, will of necessity result in the loss of numerous students at private 
colleges and universities or force a major reduction in tuition by those schools in an effort to 
compete, either of which will likely cause many of our already struggling private colleges and 
universities to go out of business; and 

WHEREAS, although laudable from the standpoint of helping reduce the cost of a 
higher education for New York residents, by limiting the Excelsior Scholarship program to 
SUNY and CUNY schools, (government), this action has the real potential of destroying 
private higher education as we know it and granting our public institutions a virtual monopoly; 
and

WHEREAS, although touted as revolutionary and groundbreaking by the Governor’s 
public relations officials, this revolution has the potential to destroy a substantial number of 
private colleges and universities operating in New York State and decimate the communities 
that are dependent upon them for their economic, educational, social, cultural, spiritual, and 
recreational vitality; and

WHEREAS, Allegany County is a rural county with slightly less than 50,000 residents; 
and

WHEREAS, Allegany County has three institutions of higher learning consisting of two 
private, Alfred University and Houghton College, and one public, Alfred State College; and

WHEREAS, Alfred University, chartered in 1857 and being the nation’s second oldest 
co-educational college, currently enrolls approximately 1,800 undergraduates and 200 
graduate students with an annual payroll in excess of $30 million dollars; and

WHEREAS, Houghton College, originally founded as Houghton Seminary in 1883 and 
chartered as a four-year college in 1927, enrolls approximately 1,000 students with an annual 
payroll in excess of $11 million dollars; and 

WHEREAS, Alfred University is located in the small rural village of Alfred, New York, 
with a population of slightly more than 4,000, which number includes the student population; 
and
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WHEREAS, Houghton College is located in the small rural hamlet of Houghton, New 
York, with a population of approximately 1,700, which number includes the student 
population; and

WHEREAS, both Houghton College and Alfred University are the largest employers in 
their respective communities and collectively comprise the second largest employer in 
Allegany County; and

WHEREAS, with the recent loss of manufacturing jobs in the County to more tax-
friendly states and the threatened loss of additional jobs due to the high cost of doing 
business in New York State, it is absolutely essential to the economic welfare of the entire 
County that Houghton College and Alfred University stay in business and prosper; and

WHEREAS, as an example of some of the peripheral economic benefits the County 
receives, Houghton College recently opened a $23 million, 115,000 square foot facility with a 
full indoor track, tennis courts, weight rooms, and concessions that hosted 30,000 visitors 
from outside the County in 2016 with projections of doubling that amount in 2017; and

WHEREAS, being able to attract a substantial number of outside visitors to the County 
provides a real economic benefit to the entire County; and

WHEREAS, the State will never be able to replace the diverse and unique qualities 
that our private colleges and universities bring to their students, faculties, and communities 
by coopting the historic role these private institutions of higher learning have played in the 
overall vitality of this State; and 

WHEREAS, loss of our private colleges and universities will result in fewer and lower 
paying jobs, decline in real property values, and an overall lower quality of life with a 
significantly higher local tax burden and ultimately higher cost to the State; and

WHEREAS, Allegany County has three institutions of higher learning consisting of two 
private, Alfred University and Houghton College, and one public, Alfred State College; and

WHEREAS, Alfred University, chartered in 1857 and being the nation’s second oldest 
co-educational college, currently enrolls approximately 1,800 undergraduates and 200 
graduate students with an annual payroll in excess of $30 million dollars; and

WHEREAS, Houghton College, originally founded as Houghton Seminary in 1883 and 
chartered as a four-year college in 1927, enrolls approximately 1,000 students with an annual 
payroll in excess of $11 million dollars; and 

WHEREAS, Alfred University is located in the small rural village of Alfred, New York, 
with a population of slightly more than 4,000, which number includes the student population; 
and

WHEREAS, Houghton College is located in the small rural hamlet of Houghton, New 
York, with a population of approximately 1,700, which number includes the student 
population; and
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WHEREAS, both Houghton College and Alfred University are the largest employers in 
their respective communities and collectively comprise the second largest employer in 
Allegany County; and

WHEREAS, with the recent loss of manufacturing jobs in the County to more tax-
friendly states and the threatened loss of additional jobs due to the high cost of doing 
business in New York State, it is absolutely essential to the economic welfare of the entire 
County that Houghton College and Alfred University stay in business and prosper; and

WHEREAS, as an example of some of the peripheral economic benefits the County 
receives, Houghton College recently opened a $23 million, 115,000 square foot facility with a 
full indoor track, tennis courts, weight rooms, and concessions that hosted 30,000 visitors 
from outside the County in 2016 with projections of doubling that amount in 2017; and

WHEREAS, being able to attract a substantial number of outside visitors to the County 
provides a real economic benefit to the entire County; and

WHEREAS, the State will never be able to replace the diverse and unique qualities 
that our private colleges and universities bring to their students, faculties, and communities 
by coopting the historic role these private institutions of higher learning have played in the
overall vitality of this State; and 

WHEREAS, loss of our private colleges and universities will result in fewer and lower 
paying jobs, decline in real property values, and an overall lower quality of life with a 
significantly higher local tax burden and ultimately higher cost to the State; and

WHEREAS, from a historic standpoint, it was private colleges and universities that first 
established themselves and only secondarily did the SUNY and CUNY systems develop to 
supplement higher education in the State; and

WHEREAS, through various matriculation programs there is a great deal of synergy 
between our private colleges and universities and the SUNY and CUNY systems; and

WHEREAS, without private colleges and universities available to participate, 
matriculation programs will no longer be available and SUNY and CUNY schools will be 
unable to provide similar educational opportunities for their students without greatly 
expanding their own offerings at substantial cost; and 

WHEREAS, given well known political challenges behind annual budget fights and 
economic inefficiencies inherent in any governmental program, the actual dollar cost of 
providing a comparable education at SUNY and CUNY will be far higher than that provided 
by private colleges and universities; and

WHEREAS, if this initiative goes through and private colleges and universities go out 
of business, besides the immediate impact to those losing their jobs, the families they support 
and the communities that have grown up around these colleges and universities, SUNY and 
CUNY schools will need to expand to meet increased demand, resulting in an even greater 
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need for additional revenue placed upon the taxpayers of New York to help subsidize the cost 
of such expansion; and

WHEREAS, those costs will be passed back to the taxpayers of this State thereby 
making New York State a less desirable place to live and do business; and

WHEREAS, the underlying premise behind the Excelsior Scholarship proposal is that 
market forces do not work to keep the cost of higher education affordable and that 
government, by creating a tuition free SUNY and CUNY system for a majority of New 
Yorker’s, will much better serve the needs of New York State residents; and

WHEREAS, on a similar philosophical note that your government knows what is best 
for you, the proposal to condition the grant of Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) aid and 
Bundy Aid on a school not raising tuition above a government-regulated threshold, would 
severely limit the ability of a school to provide the type of higher education product that both 
the school and consumer want; and

WHEREAS, private colleges and universities provide a variety of programs in a variety 
of different settings that meet the needs of those choosing to attend and which is not 
necessarily available on a SUNY or CUNY campus; and

WHEREAS, if a school cannot set its tuition at a rate that it believes provides the best 
product it can produce for its particular constituency, it loses the ability to effectively compete 
for students and risks going out of business; and

WHEREAS, every private college and university is mindful of the high cost of tuition 
and is governed by both its mission and the “invisible hand” that Adam Smith so eloquently 
described concerning a free market economy; and

WHEREAS, if the Governor and his friend Senator Sanders are truly interested in 
making their experiment for providing quality higher education affordable to all New Yorker’s, 
they would not attempt to socialize the system through a revolution that only favors the public 
system, but provide an even distribution of state aid amongst private and public colleges and 
let the consumer choose what they want from the marketplace, now therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That this Board hereby declares the proposed Excelsior Scholarship Program, 
with scholarship aid limited to SUNY and CUNY schools, to be an unfair and unwise use of 
public funds and be an imminent threat to the economic welfare of our County if enacted.

2. That this Board further declares the proposal to deny Tuition Assistance 
Program (TAP) aid and Bundy Aid to those schools that set their tuition above a government-
regulated threshold to be unfair and unwise; inimical to the principals of a free market 
economy and to present an imminent threat to the economic welfare of our County if enacted.

3. That this Board hereby requests that prior to taking formal action on this 
proposal, either the Governor’s office or the State Legislature commission an independent 
study of the true cost of the Excelsior Scholarship Program as proposed, which study should 
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examine the full impact, economic and otherwise, of this proposal on New York’s private 
colleges and universities and the communities in which they are located.  

4. That the Clerk of this Board is directed to send a certified copy of this resolution 
to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo; State Senator Catharine M. Young; Assemblyman Joseph 
M. Giglio; State Senate Majority Leader John J. Flanagan; State Assembly Speaker Carl E. 
Heastie; and InterCounty Association of WNY.

Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Voice Vote
Seconded by:  Mr. Decker

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 50-17 included the following: Legislator Decker 
stated, “This program is an abomination.”  He strongly urged his colleagues to adopt the 
resolution, calling the program, “collegiate welfare.”  Legislator Burt remarked that he had 
agonized over the resolution.  The bottom line for him is who is going to pay for it.  It’s going 
to elevate taxes.  He said that he would be supporting the resolution.      

RESOLUTION NO. 51-17

ESTABLISHING A 2017 CAPITAL PROJECT ACCOUNT FOR VARIOUS PUBLIC SAFETY 
UPGRADES/ACCESS POINTS TO THE COUNTY COURTHOUSE COMPLEX

Offered by:  Public Safety and Ways & Means Committees

RESOLVED:

1. A Capital Project Account, designated as Account No. H1631.200 (Building 
Safety Upgrades) is hereby established.

2. That the sum of $50,000 is transferred from Account No. A1990.429 
(Contingent) to Account No. H1631.200 (Capital Project – Building Safety Upgrades), to fund 
various public safety upgrades/access points to the County Courthouse Complex.

Moved by:  Mr. Decker Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. O’Grady 11 Ayes, 1 No, 2 Absent

Voting No:  Ungermann

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 51-17 included the following: Legislator 
Ungermann stated that he’s in favor of additional security, but it’s also a perfect time to start 
electronic timekeeping.  If we aren’t going to do that, then he’s not going to support this.  
Legislator Burt questioned if this should have gone through the Facilities and 
Communications Committee.  Chairman Crandall indicated that it had been through the 
Public Safety Committee and the Ways & Means Committee.  Legislator Decker added that it 
had also been through the Public Safety Subcommittee.  
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RESOLUTION INTRO. NO. 54-17 (BUDGET TRANSFER FROM CONTINGENCY FUND TO 
FUND AN ALLOCATION TO THE ALLEGANY COUNTY TELECOMMUNICATION 
CORPORATION [BROADBAND LDC] PER CONTRACT) was TABLED following a motion 
made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Graves, and carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 52-17

ACCEPTANCE OF INSURANCE PAYMENT FROM ALLSTATE AND
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS TO RISK RETENTION ACCOUNTS

Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee

WHEREAS, a check in the amount of $2,371.75 representing the cost to repair a
Sheriff’s Office 2010 Chevy Tahoe (#2893) that was damaged in a motor vehicle pursuit 
accident on February 3, 2017, has been offered by Allstate in settlement for such damage, 
now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $2,371.75 representing the cost to repair a Sheriff’s Office 2010 
Chevy Tahoe (#2893) that was damaged on February 3, 2017, is accepted.

2. That the sum of $2,371.75 is placed in Account No. CS1931.429 (Risk 
Retention - Uninsured Property Loss) with a like sum credited to Revenue Account No. 
CS1930.2680.00 (Insurance Recovery).

Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 53-17

ACCEPT AND APPROPRIATE SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING FROM THE NEW YORK 
STATE EXPANDED IN-HOME SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY GRANT

Offered by: Human Services and Ways & Means Committees

RESOLVED:
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1. That the sum of $3,216 in supplemental funding from the New York State 
Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly (EISEP) Grant is accepted.

2. That the sum of $3,216 shall be appropriated and placed in the following 
accounts:

A6778.409  (OFA – EISEP - Fees) $216
A6778.474  (OFA – EISEP – Home Care) 3,000
                                                                                                Total: $3,216

with a like amount credited to Revenue Account No. A6778.3772.00 (OFA – EISEP – State 
Aid).

Moved by:  Mr. LaForge Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Jessup 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 53-17 included the following: Legislator Decker 
asked for clarification on what the funds are to be used for.  Office for the Aging Director 
Madeleine Gasdik indicated that the funds are used for in-home care programs.  

RESOLUTION NO. 54-17

ACCEPTANCE AND APPROPRIATION OF USER FEES FOR THE
ACT II BATTERERS PROGRAM

Offered by: Public Safety and Ways & Means Committees

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $398 received in user fees for the ACT II Batterers Program is 
accepted.

2. The sum of $398 shall be placed in Account No. A3117.449 (ACT II Batterers 
Program – Contractual) with a like sum credited to Revenue Account No. A3117.2260.00 
(ACT II Batterers Program - Public Safety Services for Other Governments).

Moved by:  Mr. Healy Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Graves 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent



Allegany County Board of Legislators, Regular Session, 03/27/17
Page 11 of 20

RESOLUTION NO. 55-17

RE-APPROPRIATION OF UNSPENT 2016 FUNDS FROM THE 
ACT II BATTERERS’ PROGRAM

Offered by:  Public Safety and Ways & Means Committees

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $16,280 in unexpended 2016 ACT II Batterers Program funds 
shall be re-appropriated to Account No. A3117.449 (ACT II Batterers Program – Contractual) 
with the like sum credited to Revenue Account No. A15.599.00 (Fund Balance).

Moved by:  Mr. Healy Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 56-17

RE-APPROPRIATION OF UNSPENT FUNDS FROM THE FEDERAL BALANCING 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM (BIP) CAREGIVER GRANT 

Offered by:  Human Services and Ways & Means Committees

WHEREAS, the sum of $15,129 in unspent BIP Caregiver Grant funds needs to be re-
appropriated for the 2017 Budget year, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $15,129 in unexpended Federal Balancing Incentive Program 
Caregiver Grant funds shall be re-appropriated to the following accounts: 

A6790.101 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Regular Pay $4,936
A6790.210 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Equip./Other 1,250
A6790.401 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Postage 700
A6790.402 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Mileage 800
A6790.405 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Conference/Training 3,000
A6790.416 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Telephone 628
A6790.419 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Printing 600
A6790.474 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Home Care 2,000
A6790.802 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Retirement 697
A6790.803 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – FICA 378
A6790.804 OFA Balancing Incentive Prog. – Workers’ Comp.        140  

TOTAL $15,129
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with the like sum of $15,129 credited to Revenue Account No. A6790.4772.6790 (Federal Aid 
– OFA Balancing Incentive Program).

Moved by:  Mr. LaForge Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Jessup 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 57-17

RE-APPROPRIATION OF UNSPENT FUNDS FOR THE 
2015 LETPP HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT

Offered by:  Public Safety and Ways & Means Committees

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 213-15, the 2015 LETPP Homeland Security Grant 
(#T969152) in the amount of $17,500 was accepted and appropriated for the 2015 budget 
year, and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to re-appropriate the unexpended 2015 LETPP Homeland 
Security Grant funds in the amount of $12,000, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $12,000 in unexpended 2015 LETPP Homeland Security  
Grant funds shall be re-appropriated to Account No. A3654.210 (Homeland Security –
Equipment) with a like sum credited to Revenue Account No. A3654.3306.SH15 (State Aid –
Homeland Security 2015 LETPP T969152).

Moved by:  Mr. Healy Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 10 Ayes, 2 Noes, 2 Absent

Voting No:  Decker, Graves

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 57-17 included the following: Legislator Graves 
stated that his records indicate that when this was originally proposed back in October, he 
voted against it because he feels it’s a duplication of services.  He intends to vote against it 
again.  

RESOLUTION NO. 58-17

RE-APPROPRIATION OF UNSPENT FUNDS FROM THE 
FY2015 HOMELAND SECURITY CONTRACT #C969150 

Offered by:  Public Safety and Ways & Means Committees
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WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 270-15, the Office of Homeland Security Contract 
#C969150 (Project #SH15-1001-D00 SHSP) Grant funds in the amount of $52,500 were 
accepted and appropriated for the 2015 budget year, and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to re-appropriate the unexpended Office of Homeland 
Security Contract #C969150 (Project #SH15-1001-D00 SHSP) grant funds in the amount of 
$47,891, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $47,891 in unexpended Office of Homeland Security Contract 
#C969150 Grant funds shall be re-appropriated as follows:

A3656.207 Homeland Security – Emerg. Serv. Equipment 
(Generators, Portable)

$40,000

A3656.207 Homeland Security – Emerg. Serv. Equipment (PPE and 
Related Equipment)

5,610

A3656.207 Homeland Security – Emerg. Serv. Equipment (Tactical/ 
Medical Gear Bags)

1,500

A3656.416 Homeland Security – Cent. Serv. Telephone (Sustain 
Director’s cell phone)

781

Total $47,891

with a like sum credited to Revenue Account No. A3656.3306.EM15 (State Aid – HS FY2015 
SHSP Grant #C969150).

Moved by:  Mr. Healy Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Jessup 11 Ayes, 1 No, 2 Absent

Voting No:  Decker

RESOLUTION NO. 59-17

RE-APPROPRIATION OF UNSPENT FUNDS FROM THE FY 2016 
HOMELAND SECURITY CONTRACT #C969160  

Offered by:  Public Safety and Ways & Means Committees

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 111-16, the Office of Homeland Security Contract 
#C969160 (Project #SH16-1005-D00 SHSP) Grant funds in the amount of $52,500 were 
accepted and appropriated for the 2016 budget year, and
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WHEREAS, it is necessary to re-appropriate the unexpended Office of Homeland 
Security Contract #C969160 (Project #SH16-1005-D00 SHSP) Grant funds in the amount of 
$52,500, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $52,500 in unexpended Office of Homeland Security Contract 
#C969160 Grant funds shall be re-appropriated as follows:  

A3659.207 Homeland Security – Emerg. Serv. Equipment (Portable 
Radio Repeaters)

$46,500

A3659.207 Homeland Security – Emerg. Serv. Equipment (PPE and 
Related Equipment)

5,000

A3659.416 Homeland Security – Cent. Serv. Telephone (Sustain 
Director’s Cell Phone) 

1,000

Total $52,500

with a like sum credited to Revenue Account No. A3659.3306.EM16 (State Aid – HS FY2016 
SHSP Grant #C969160).

Moved by:  Mr. Healy Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

RESOLUTION NO. 60-17

RE-APPROPRIATION OF UNSPENT FUNDS FOR THE 
2016 LETPP HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT

Offered by:  Public Safety and Ways & Means Committees

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 150-16, the 2016 LETPP Homeland Security Grant 
(#T969162) in the amount of $17,500 was accepted and appropriated for the 2016 budget 
year, and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to re-appropriate the unexpended 2016 LETPP Homeland 
Security Grant funds in the amount of $14,998, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the sum of $14,998 in unexpended 2016 LETPP Homeland Security  
Grant funds shall be re-appropriated to Account No. A3657.210 (Homeland Security –
Equipment) with a like sum credited to Revenue Account No. A3657.3306.SH16 (State Aid –
Homeland Security 2016 LETPP T969162).
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Moved by:  Mr. Healy Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 10 Ayes, 2 Noes, 2 Absent

Voting No:  Decker, Graves

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 60-17 included the following: Legislator Graves 
said that when this was originally voted on in June of 2016, he voted in opposition.  His 
opinion is that this supports a service already provided by NYS Police.  

RESOLUTION NO. 61-17

APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT WITH ARDENT SOLUTIONS, INC. TO ASSIST THE 
ALLEGANY COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS’ 

HEROIN AND OPIOID AD-HOC COMMITTEE

Offered by: Human Services and Ways & Means Committees

WHEREAS, this Board believes that Ardent Solutions, Inc., has the professional 
expertise to assist the County in addressing the challenges posed by the heroin and opioid 
crisis, and 

WHEREAS, a professional services agreement with Ardent Solutions, Inc., to assist 
the Heroin and Opioid Ad-Hoc Committee in implementing the recommendations made in the 
2016 Allegany County Heroin and Opioid Report, is found to be in the best interests of the 
County, now therefore, be it

RESOLVED:
1. That a professional services agreement between Allegany County and Ardent 

Solutions, Inc. to assist the Board of Legislators’ Heroin and Opioid Ad-Hoc Committee in 
implementing the recommendations made in the 2016 Allegany County Heroin and Opioid 
Report, for the sum of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars, ($25,000), is hereby approved.

2. That the sum of $25,000 is transferred from A1990.4 (Contingent) to Account 
No. A4191.457 (Ardent Solutions – Contractual).

3. That the Chairman of this Board is authorized to sign the agreement.

Moved by:  Mr. LaForge Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Hopkins 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 61-17 included the following: Legislator Hopkins 
spoke in support of the resolution.  The Ad Hoc Committee has been working with Ardent 
Solutions since last summer.  They’ve been working at no cost to the County.  The Ad Hoc 
Committee is at a point where things are coming to fruition.  They are working to avoid 
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duplication of services in the County and to put some effective programs together.  Legislator 
Burt stated that being a teacher for over 30 years, he spent many years being disappointed 
by people gathering and talking, but not accomplishing anything.  He initially wasn’t going to 
support this, but during caucus Legislator Hopkins explained what the group had been doing 
and where they were going.  It’s a one-year commitment.  It will get the programs and 
advertising out there.  Therefore, he is going to support this.  Legislator Hopkins clarified that 
this isn’t focused just on the youth population, but encompasses the entire population from 
children to senior citizens.  Legislator Graves remarked that he’s been a little tough on the 
Sheriff concerning duplication of services.  However, he’s also seen too many death notices,
and through interactions with his law enforcement peers, he understands that the County 
stands to lose an entire generation of people if we don’t act now.  He feels what’s being done 
by this group is both unique and adaptive.  His hope and prayer is that it will be successful.  

RESOLUTION NO. 62-17

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENTS WITH RICHARDSON & STOUT, INC. TO PROVIDE 
SERVICES FOR THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 

MUTUAL SELF-INSURANCE PLAN

Offered by: Personnel and Ways & Means Committees

WHEREAS, due to a recent retirement and changes in the personnel overseeing the 
County’s Workers’ Compensation Mutual Self-Insurance Plan (Plan), the County is in need of 
professional expertise to assist in managing the Plan, and

WHEREAS, the County has considered the proposal of Richardson & Stout, Inc. to 
provide such professional services to assist in the management of the Plan, and

WHEREAS, this Board believes that the proposal of Richardson & Stout is fair and 
reasonable, and their services will be of assistance to the Plan, now therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the agreement between Allegany County and Richardson & Stout, Inc. to 
provide professional services to assist the Plan for the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($20,000), together with a related Confidentiality Agreement and Business Associate 
Agreement, is hereby approved.

2. That the Chairman of this Board is authorized to sign the agreement on behalf 
of the County and the Plan as well as the related Confidentiality Agreement and Business 
Associate Agreement. 

Moved by:  Mr. O’Grady Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Jessup 11 Ayes, 1 No, 2 Absent

Voting No:  Ungermann
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Comments made regarding Resolution No. 62-17 included the following: Legislator Fanton 
remarked that this should save money.  Legislator Burt stated that because of a retirement 
this position has been vacant.  He will support the resolution.  Chairman Crandall noted that 
at one time there were a couple of positions that were tied to this.  Legislator Healy stated 
that this not only serves the County government, but also towns, fire departments, and 
ambulance companies as well.  Legislator Ungermann asked if this meant the County was 
now part of a safety group or if the County is self-insuring.  Chairman Crandall stated that it 
was self-insuring.  Legislator Ungermann said that he’s brought this up numerous times.  The 
County needs to look into getting into a safety group.  Richardson & Stout would still be able 
to administer it.  The County’s premiums have continued to go up while he’s personally seen 
as much as a 45 percent dividend because he belongs to a safety group.  Chairman Crandall 
noted that the resolution contains an incorrect amount.  The amount in the resolution should 
say $20,000, not $25,000.  A motion was made by Legislator O’Grady, seconded by 
Legislator Graves, and carried to amend the resolution with the corrected dollar value.  

Resolution Intro. No. 66-17, Resolution No. 63-17, (RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF 
FEDERAL LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROHIBIT NEW YORK STATE FROM PASSING 
ON THE COST OF MEDICAID TO A COUNTY) was not pre-filed and was considered from 
the floor on a motion made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Decker, and carried
by an affirmative voice vote of the requisite two-thirds of the Board membership.

RESOLUTION NO. 63-17

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROHIBIT NEW 
YORK STATE FROM PASSING ON THE COST OF MEDICAID TO A COUNTY

Offered by: Ways & Means Committee

WHEREAS, New York State has chosen to compel county governments to share 
Medicaid costs; and

WHEREAS, New York State counties pay more than triple in Medicaid costs than all
other counties in the United States combined; and

WHEREAS, Allegany County government and its taxpayers face an undue burden due 
to New York State’s Medicaid funding policies; and

WHEREAS, this undue tax burden falls hardest on poor counties such as Allegany 
County who have a higher percentage of residents qualifying for Medicaid; and

WHEREAS, the full cost of the Medicaid program not otherwise paid for by federal 
funds should be borne by New York State, which is that organ of government that establishes 
the rules and regulations governing New York’s Medicaid program, and 
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WHEREAS, Medicaid costs constitute an unfunded mandate from the New York State 
government, now therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the Allegany County Board of Legislators urges its representatives in the 
federal government to support legislation that would reform the Medicaid program so as to 
prevent New York State from continuing to share its Medicaid costs with local governments.

2. That the Clerk of this Board is directed to forward a certified copy of this 
resolution to U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch M. McConnell, U.S. Senate Minority Leader 
Charles E. Schumer, U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, U.S. Speaker of the House Paul Davis 
Ryan Jr., United States Representative Thomas W. Reed, New York Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo, New York Senator Catharine M. Young, New York Assemblyman Joseph M. Giglio, 
the InterCounty Association of Western New York and the New York State Association of 
Counties.

Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted: Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Healy 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent

Comments made regarding Resolution No. 63-17 included the following: Legislator O’Grady 
pointed out that the County has already paid over $2.3 million for Medicaid this year.    

Resolution Intro. No. 67-17, Resolution No. 64-17, (RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 
SUBMISSION OF THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION [FTA] FORMULA GRANT 
FOR RURAL AREAS, SECTION 5311 FOR CALENDAR YEARS 2017 AND 2018 
THROUGH THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION [NYSDOT])
was not pre-filed and was considered from the floor on a motion made by Legislator Jessup,
seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried by an affirmative voice vote of the requisite two-
thirds of the Board membership.

RESOLUTION NO. 64-17

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF THE FEDERAL TRANSIT 
ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FORMULA GRANT FOR RURAL AREAS, SECTION 5311 FOR 
CALENDAR YEARS 2017 AND 2018 THROUGH THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION (NYSDOT)

Offered by:  Ways & Means Committee

WHEREAS, the County of Allegany is submitting a grant application for funding to the 
New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), pursuant to Section 5311, Title 49 
United States Code, for projects to provide public transportation service for the Allegany 
County public transportation system for calendar years 2017 and 2018, and has committed to 
the local share; and
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WHEREAS, Allegany County and the State of New York have entered into a 
continuing agreement which authorizes the undertaking of the projects and reimbursement of 
the Federal and applicable State Shares; and

WHEREAS, Allegany County is contracting with third party subcontractors for the 
projects described above; and

WHEREAS, the total federal and state amount being sought for the 2017 and 2018 
calendar years is $796,401 and $848,632 respectfully; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED:

1. That the Chairman of the Board is authorized to act on behalf of Allegany 
County to sign the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Formula Grant for Rural Areas, 
Section 5311 grant application to the New York State Department of Transportation.  

2. That the Chairman of this Board is authorized to sign any contracts or 
agreements between Allegany County and any third party subcontractor necessary to 
complete the public transportation project(s), subject to the approval of the County Attorney.

Moved by:  Mr. Jessup Adopted:  Roll Call
Seconded by:  Mr. Fanton 11 Ayes, 1 No, 2 Absent

Voting No:  Decker

Resolution Intro. No. 68-17 (BUDGET TRANSFER FROM CONTINGENCY FUND TO FUND 
AN ALLOCATION FOR ADDITIONAL START-UP FUNDS TO THE ALLEGANY COUNTY 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION) was not pre-filed. The Board decided it will be 
pre-filed for the April 10, 2017, meeting.

AUDITS:

A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Graves, and carried, 
that the audits be acted upon collectively and by totals.

A motion was made by Legislator Jessup, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and 
adopted on a roll call vote of 12 Ayes, 0 Noes, 2 Absent, that the audit of claims, totaling
$2,921,724.05 including prepaid expenses, be approved for payment as recommended by 
the County Administrator.  (Allegany County’s Local Dollar Share of the NYS Medicaid 
Program paid year-to-date is $2,318,232.)

COMMENTS:
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Chairman Crandall announced there would be a special Public Works Committee 
meeting following today’s Board meeting.  

Legislator LaForge announced that the Allegany County Land Bank was recently 
notified that they’ve been awarded $360,000 by the State Attorney General’s office.  This will
help the Land Bank to get started.    

Legislator Graves reminded everyone of the Andover Maple Festival.  This year’s 
Maple Festival will be held April 1 and 2 at the Andover Central School.  

Legislator Ungermann spoke about a historical marker that is missing.  He wants to 
call attention to a Seneca Oil Springs historical marker that was recently noticed missing.  He 
talked to some individuals from the Seneca Nation to make sure it wasn’t a matter of it being 
taken down for repair.  He’s also called a couple of scrap yards to notify them to be on the 
lookout.  It’s a cast iron sign with historical significance.

Legislator Burt announced that this year’s inductees for the Bare Knuckle Boxing Hall 
of Fame in Belfast were recently named.  Included in the list are Ed Atherton, Roy Harding, 
and Tim Witherspoon.    

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 3:13 p.m. on a motion made by Legislator 
Graves, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried.


