
 

AVOIDING RABIES AND THE ANIMALS THAT CARRY THE DISEASE 

 

What is rabies? 

• Rabies is a viral disease that is deadly in people if medical care is not received before 
symptoms start. 

• Rabies is spread to humans and pets primarily through bites or scratches from an infected 
animal. 

What animals can carry rabies? 

• bats 
• raccoons 
• skunks 
• foxes 

Mainly, wild animals can carry rabies, but if domestic animals are not vaccinated for rabies, they too 
can get rabies from a wild animal and transfer it to humans through a bite or saliva. 

The best way you can prevent rabies is by: 

• Making sure your pets are up-to-date on their rabies vaccines; 
• Keeping wildlife wild - stay away from wildlife.  Do NOT keep a wild animal as a pet! 
• Call Animal Control/NYSDEC if you find a wild animal acting strange in your neighborhood; 
• Washing bites immediately with soap and water; and 
• Seeking medical care shortly after potential exposures. 

Bats are the number one source of rabies in humans and the number one source 
of potential exposure to humans.  Here are some things to do if you have 
exposure to bats. 

What to do if you encounter a bat 

You should avoid touching bats. If you're bitten by a bat, wash the wound with soap and water and 
get medical help right away. If bat saliva or brain material gets into your eyes, nose, mouth, or an 
open wound, see a healthcare professional urgently. 

Bat bites can be tiny, so if you think you have been in contact with a bat, talk to a medical 
professional.  

If you find a bat in your home, contact the Department of Health to help you safely capture it. Do not 
release the bat!  The bat can be tested for rabies, helping you to avoid having to receive a series of 
shots. 

 



Keeping bats out of your home 

Prevent bats from getting in your home! 

Bats can fit through tiny openings, even as small as ¼ inch, and they often find shelter in homes. You 
can take steps to bat-proof on your own. 

1. Check for any openings that bats could use to get inside. 
2. Caulk any openings larger than a dime. 
3. Use screens, chimney caps, and draft guards to seal attic doors. 
4. Fill electrical and plumbing holes with steel wool or caulk. 
5. Ensure all doors and windows to the outside close tightly. 
6. Ensure that window and door screens do not have holes.   

If you have bats in your home: 

1. Watch where they exit at dusk. 
2. Once all bats have exited, seal the opening(s). 

How to safely capture a bat 

Watch our video at:  https://www.alleganyco.gov/wp-content/uploads/catch_the_bat.mp4  

1. Find a container like a box or a can large enough for the bat to fit in. 
2. Locate a piece of cardboard large enough to cover the container opening. 
3. Put on leather work gloves. 
4. When the bat lands, approach it slowly and put the container over it. 
5. Slide the cardboard under the container to trap the bat inside. 
6. Tape the cardboard to the container to secure the bat inside. 
7. Contact your local health department to have the bat tested for rabies. 

 

 

Business Hours 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday: 

Allegany County Department of Health 585-268-9250 

 FOR EMERGENCIES ONLY:  After hours, weekends and holidays: 

  Allegany County 911 

 

https://www.alleganyco.gov/wp-content/uploads/catch_the_bat.mp4
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