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Introduction & Existing Conditions 

Trail Plan Objectives 
 

Purpose 

 The purpose of the Allegany County Trails Plan is to promote the development of sustainable 

and connected trail systems within the county to increase user experience, physical health, and 

economic wealth throughout the Towns and Villages. The plan will serve as a guide in the formation 

and institution of trail projects and maintenance into the future. Developing the trails is just another 

way of promoting the natural beauty of the rolling hills and forests of Allegany County.  

Identity and Goals of Allegany County 

Allegany County is a rural county in Southwestern New York that spans about 1,035 square 

miles and is home to about 50,000 residents. Allegany is well known for the abundance of natural 

beauty and the wide array of outdoor recreational opportunities. From the expansive state forest 

lands to the winding country trails, there is something for everyone to do when residing or visiting the 

county. As industry is changing, the County is hoping to find new ways to attract youth and families to 

the area to settle down. In order to maximize the tools that the county already possesses, this plan 

will lay out guidelines for creating destinations within the county and its trail systems. The key goal is 

to increase connectivity throughout the trail systems, allowing visitors and residents to take 

advantage of the numerous trails as efficiently as possible. Completing and connecting the existing 

and proposed trail systems will lead to a better sense of place and space, and attract more tourism 

and business opportunities for people that are looking for a unique rural community to settle into.  

 

 

Figure 1: Overlooking a Reflective Body of Water in Allegany County 
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 Stakeholders 
 

Allegany County is home to many groups and organizations devoted to enjoying and 

improving the natural world. The main stakeholders include the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation in Allegany County, Hikers, Road and mountain bikers, Equestrian 

riders, Snowmobile groups, ATV users, and Blue way travelers. Within these stakeholder groups there 

are also community organizations involved with events, trail maintenance, and funding programs for 

trail improvements and expansions. Below is a list of organizations in Allegany County that have 

interest in or currently intertwined with various trail systems: 

 Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway 

 Genesee River Wilds 

 New York State DEC, Allegany County 

 Allegany County Federation of Snowmobilers 

 Allegany County Saddle Dusters 

 New York State Horse Council, Inc 

 Finger Lakes Trail Conference 

 NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

 Allegany County ATV/SXS Facebook Group 

Connecting these groups for collaborative initiatives to develop and improve trail systems is 

imperative to the growth of outdoor activities and events within Allegany County. Organizing and 

working together as a community will help to carry out the mission statement of the Allegany County 

trails task force stated below:  

“To foster the development of a county-wide trail system that includes motorized and non-

motorized trails while striving to ensure that the trails and natural areas we share are 

sustainable and accessible for all to enjoy for generations to come.” 

This plan, with task force goals, will serve as a guide and informational document for all 

stakeholders to use whilst designing and implementing a vision for the future.  

 Although these stakeholders have been directly involved in the process of developing the 

preliminary trails plan for the County, any group or organization with interest in the growth of trails 

can reach out to county staff to find out how to get involved with the process. Stakeholders and 

stakeholder groups play a large role in the implementation of plans, and trail development and trail 

maintenance relies heavily upon volunteer efforts from the residents. A collaboration between 

County residents and organizations will allow for a development effort that emphasizes the interest 

of county residents and instills a sense of pride in the work that is being done.  
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Uses 

 

The long-term goal of the trail system is not to simply act as a single use path for visitors and 

residents to occasionally walk on. While the trails do serve greatly as a weekend space to visit, they 

have the potential to be much more. With increased connectivity and sustainability, the system will 

grow and both economic and environmental development will increase exponentially. If executed 

correctly, residents and tourists will be able to use the system as a main travel route connecting 

destinations throughout the county and beyond.  

Residents may choose to travel to work using alternative methods such as walking or biking, 

decreasing the emphasis on personal automobiles and increasing opportunities for healthy activities. 

Along with this, it seems that the generation shift includes a decrease in automobile ownership. A 

study from the 2018 Transportation Research Circular outlines some of the changes in data for the 

automobile ownership of the younger generation. In particular, The Update From 2017: Did The 

Millennials Really Change Their Travel Behavior in 2009? from Matthew Coogan and Margaret 

Campbell analyzed the data from the National Household Travel Survey to find out what is really 

happening in terms of vehicle ownership in terms of age. The findings showed that vehicle ownership 

had plummeted prior to 2009, but overall it had reversed to very high levels of vehicle ownership. 

They found that the data from 2009 to 2016 shows this rise in ownership is heavily attributable to 

the population over the age of 35. As stated in the analysis, “Significant Differences exist between 

younger and older Americans on the subject of need for owning a private automobile. For example, in 

response to the statement “I feel I am less dependent on cars than my parents are/were,” those 

under 35 expressed modest levels of agreement, while those older expressed levels of disagreement 

which become stronger by increase in age.” Although the scope of the survey and demographics 

involved may vary from those residing within the county, the overall idea behind these answers can 

help to show what is behind the thought process of the younger generation. Younger populations, 

specifically due to the increase in alternative travel options, generally may not feel the same need to 

own personal automobiles. As it stands, the makeup of Allegany requires most residents to own a 

vehicle for daily activities. If the goal is to market to youth interested in working from home or living 

in a rural community, then steps should be made to cater to the idea of not having to own a personal 

vehicle to live comfortably. Increasing connectivity is just another way to offer a method for 

alternative transport between destinations, and thus catering to the rising generation that places 

less emphasis on personal automobile ownership.  

(https://nhts.ornl.gov/assets/2018_NHTS_Workshop_E-Circular_238.pdf) 

Creating a well-connected trail system will also attract tourists to the area for weekend 

getaways that can feature multiple different types of transportation methods. As more visitors take 

interest in the expansive and connected trail systems, they will begin to enjoy the distinct locations 

and events being held in local towns and villages. Routes will work to connect larger statewide and 

nationwide trail systems, encouraging residents to begin their long journeys inside the county. 

Tourists on trails will also be encouraged to stop and enjoy the many amenities and natural beauty 

within Allegany County. Trails have the ability to serve a variety of purposes, and using them for 

tourism or commuting will help to justify the returns on investment.  

 

https://nhts.ornl.gov/assets/2018_NHTS_Workshop_E-Circular_238.pdf
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Existing Trail Systems 
 

There are three trails in Allegany County that could be considered “major” within the confines 

of this plan. This means that the trails are established, developed, and funded in some way. The 

referenced trails are the following: the WAG trail, The Finger Lakes trail, and the Genesee Valley 

Greenway State Park. There are also numerous state land trails and local organization trails such as 

the West Almond Trail System or the Houghton college trail 

network.  

WAG Trail 

The WAG trail is currently owned and operated by the 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 

Being one of the more developed trails stretching from the 

south of Wellsville to the Genesee, PA, this trail is used 

thoroughly by community members and visitors alike. The 

WAG Trail is open year round to patrons and stretches a total 

of about 9 miles along the former Wellsville, Addison, and 

Galeton (WAG) Railroad along the Genesee River. 

 The trail can be used by all non-motorized uses and 

snowmobiling during the allowed season. Access to the river 

makes it a common method of transit for fisherman along the 

river way. The trail has 5 separate parking areas for access 

including the Carter Road, Mapes Road, Graves Road, Hawks 

Road North, and Hawks Road South parking areas. More 

Details on directions, parking areas, usages, and additional 

information can be found at the New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation Website 

(https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/88566.html).  

The WAG trail is also one of the best connected and 

maintained trails in the county, so it is a key component in 

the plan for trails systems in the future. The images on this 

page show some of the natural beauty that exists along the 

trail, catering to a number of different uses. The diversity in 

scenery and usage makes the WAG trail the ideal model for 

trail development in the county, as it is one of the most 

popular among residents and guests.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Viewpoint from WAG Trail 

Figure 2: Overlooking Genesee River from WAG 
Trail entrance 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/88566.html
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Finger Lakes Trail  

The Finger Lakes Trail lies on the northern half of 

the county. Entering into Allegany County from the West 

near Rushford, it extends to the north to Letchworth State 

Park through Wyoming and Livingston County before 

returning for a short time through the Northeastern 

portion of Allegany County to Almond. The trail stretches 

for a total of approximately 54.8 miles throughout 

Allegany County, with a mixture between public and 

private lands. About 19.7 miles of the trail are on the 

roadways, and the FLT hopes to minimalize that number 

as much as possible as time passes.  

Trail user safety and experience is the number 

one concern moving forward for the FLT, and that can be 

done by ensuring any future development aligns with the 

North Country Scenic National Trail (NCSNT) standards. 

The long term objective of the system is to obtain enough 

permanent easements so as to not use county or state 

roads as connectors. Along with unifying the trail, there is 

interest in creating loop trail areas in places where 

significant interest and infrastructure are present. The Finger Lakes Trail is solely used for foot traffic 

hiking purposes during warm seasons, and is connected to the large North Country trail system that 

extends from North Dakota to Vermont. In order to keep the existing trails in premier shape, the trail 

discourages use by ATVs and Mountain bikers, as those uses are detrimental to the integrity of this 

specific trail type. The FLT trail systems standard summary further describes their stance:  

“The FLTC believes in the ethic of going lightly on the land, not only to protect the 

environment but also to be close to the land and enjoy the woods experience, ‘A 

continuous, back-country footpath, lying lightly on the land in a single-use, single-

track corridor, with tread and corridor dimensions built to semi-primitive or 

rural/wooded/natural standards’ defines the FLT’s essential character.” 

 A more immediate need within the system is more visible signage and designated parking 

areas near trail heads. It is often hard to identify where trails start and stop, especially during 

detours along county roads. This is not only an issue for users attempting to continue along the 

route, but can lead to travelers entering private property without knowing whether or not it is a part 

of the trail. The trail requires considerable effort to identify and allocate resources in order to 

completely execute all future development goals, but small projects such as signage will make a 

significant impact on user experiences.  

The Finger Lakes Trail also currently holds a Volunteer Stewardship Agreement with the NYS 

DEC for portions of the trail that cross state forests.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Finger Lakes Trail Extending through 
Private Property 
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Genesee Valley Greenway (GVG) 

The Genesee Valley Greenway is a multiuse trail that extends from the Cuba Region through 

the north border of Allegany County. The route stands as the only New York State Park in Allegany 

County. The Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway provided a brief 

history: 

“The Genesee Valley Greenway follows the towpath of the 

former Genesee Valley Canal (1840-1878) and Pennsylvania 

Railroad, Rochester Branch (1882-1963). In 1963, RG & E 

purchased portions of this corridor.  

It later sold sections to the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, 

and Historic Preservation (OPRHP). The Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) became involved as co-

sponsor of a federal grant that was used to acquire additional 

land, expanding the corridor north through Livingston County 

and south to Hinsdale.” 

A collaboration of groups throughout New York State formed the idea 

of the greenway in 1991, and through the work of a steering 

committee portions of the trail were opened for public use in 1992. 

Throughout the years, The Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway 

(FOGVG) have been helpful in the development and upkeep of the trail system. The Genesee Valley 

Greenway crew, led by Park Manager Kristine Uribe, maintains and works to improve the trail system 

year round. Through grant funding opportunities and volunteer efforts, including Adopt-a-trail 

programs and community support, they have been able to maintain trails and enhance existing 

amenities.  

 The Genesee Valley Greenway is the heart of the future Allegany County Trail system, as it 

extends from near the northern border of the county to the town of Cuba on the Western border of 

the county. The greenway also manages to pass near notable spaces including Fillmore, Houghton, 

Caneadea, and Belfast on the way to Cuba. However, the greenway has suffered due to the ever-

changing nature of the Genesee river valley. Multiple portions of the trail have been completely 

washed away, rendering those segments unusable for trail visitors. 

These changes in the landscape require trail stakeholders to 

reroute the trail, and with the nature of the surrounding properties 

it often leads to the use of County Roadways. While this solution is 

acceptable for a short time, the goal is to create a continuous 

scenic trail that maintains the historic features of the route. 

Another concern within the GVG is the lack of signage throughout 

the route and its many connections.  

 Along with improving the Genesee Valley Greenway for County 

residents, improvement of this section of trails is also meaningful 

for larger trail system connections. Most notably, the Greenway is 

in the Northern section of the Triple Divide Trail system extending 

through New York and into Pennsylvania. More information on this 

connection can be found in the Connectivity section of this plan.  

  

Figure 5: Walking along the GVG 

Figure 6: Genesee River view from the 
GVG 
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Department of Environmental Conservation State Land Trails 

The New York State Department of Environment Conservation (NYSDEC) has 23 state forests 

within 19 towns in Allegany County including a total of 46,382 acres of land. State forest lands allow 

a number of different activities on their trails including: 

hiking, hunting, fishing, trapping, wildlife viewing, cross-

country skiing, snowshoeing, horseback riding, 

snowmobiling, biking, camping, canoeing, kayaking, and 

birding. Within the State forests, there are 165.6 total miles 

of recreational trails.  

-50.7 miles of public forest access roads (ATV usage 

not permitted) 

 -7.1 miles of haul roads (for logging uses) 

-103.2 miles of snowmobile trails (Volunteer 

 Stewardship Agreement) 

 -14.3 miles of horse and ski trails 

 -33.1 miles of multipurpose trails (any of the above stated uses) 

 -15 miles of single-use foot trails 

 -14.7 miles of permitted ATV trails (MAPPWD – case by case) 

Trail Systems on NYS DEC Lands 

 The West Almond Trail System spans 28.6 total miles, and includes two equestrian facilities. 

This system also has multiple trailheads and parking areas, making it a future hot spot for 

equestrian or other mixed-use users. The system runs through Palmer’s Pond, Phillips Creek, and 

Turnpike State Forests. The trails are labeled by numbers ranging from 1-12, and further details for 

specific uses can be found in the map in the appendix.  

Several State Forests are also home to separate or connected Multiuse trails including Coyle 

Hill, Hiltonville, Karr Valley Creek, Palmer’s Pond, Plumbotton, and Turnpike State Forests. MAPPWD 

(Motorized Access Program for People with Disabilities) CP3 trails1 can be found in Coyle Hill, and 

Palmer’s Pond State Forests.   

 In terms of hiking only trails, the Hidden Falls Trail spans about 1.5 miles in Allen Lake State 

Forest. The Finger Lakes Trail also passes through Bully Hill, Gas Springs, Klipnocky, Slader Creek, 

and Swift Hill State Forests as it travels through Allegany County.    

 Along with these established trails, there are many snowmobile trails that pass through state 

forest lands. These trails are established and maintained by the groups within the Allegany County 

                                                           
1 MAPPWD Policy (CP-3): This policy (CP-3) clarifies the Department’s authority to issue temporary revocable 
permits (TRPs) to provide motor vehicle access to certain State Lands under the jurisdiction of the Department for 
qualified people with disabilities. It includes criteria which will be used to determine if a person qualifies for such 
TRPs. The policy also establishes a procedure for the appeal of TRPs which have been denied, suspended or 
revoked. (https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/2574.html) 

Figure 7: NYS DEC Keeney Swamp 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/2574.html
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Federation of Snowmobilers organization, and further details can be found on the existing 

snowmobile maps in the appendix. 

The NYSDEC works on pieces of their trails each year to keep them updated and in good 

condition. They are doing work on the WAG trail as well as the West Almond Trail System (trails 5, 9, 

and 10), and Plumbottom state forest. In the future they hope to improve and reroute the West 

Almond Trail System, improve the Coyle Hill system, Connect the hidden falls trail system, and create 

new horse trails on the lost nation state forest with the help of stakeholder groups interested in 

expanding and improving the trails.   

Additional links to DEC Unit Management Plan and Temporary Revocable Permit Policy, these 

documents give insights to the more specific plans for future DEC lands: 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/109693.html 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/51387.html 

Established Local College Trail Systems 

 Houghton College, Alfred University, and Alfred State University each have established 

smaller localized trails within their campuses and surrounding areas. Details for each of them can be 

found in descriptions below.  

Houghton College 

 Houghton College has developed a Houghton Forest Trails system that features about 4 

miles of trails open year round. The trails are open to the public and provide a wide array of 

recreational activity options. Included in the forest are five different half mile trails, a single one mile 

trail, a ski hill, a ropes course, and a couple different camping or gathering spaces. Given the existing 

natural environment and the wildlife present in the area, the Houghton College Trails are a great 

amity for students, residents, and tourists in Allegany County. Further details, rules, and regulations 

are available along with the trail map are included in the appendix.  

Alfred University 

 Alfred University is very active in the promotion of healthy lifestyle options, especially with 

W.I.L.D. About Alfred. The acronym stands for Wilderness Immersion, Learning and Discovery, and 

aims to help students make the most of Alfred’s unique physical setting in Western New York. 

W.I.L.D. emphasizes the accessibility to the Pine Hill Trails, Equestrian Center trails, and Foster Lake. 

Partnering with this organization would be mutually beneficial to both the access for students and 

public to healthy activity destinations. Maps are included at the end of the plan.  

Alfred State College 

 The Scenic Pioneer Trail hiking system is a beautiful 4.5 mile hiking provided by Alfred State 

University. The system includes the Happy Valley Trail, the Pioneer Fitness Trail, and the Cross 

Country Trail. Offering alternative fitness options was a priority for the University throughout the 

development of these trails, and the maps include color-coded designations to signify the difficulty of 

each route. Further details and the trail map are included in the appendix.  

 

 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/109693.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/51387.html
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Hiking 

Hiking Trail Background Information 
Hiking trails are natural pathways winding through hills and forested areas, often very scenic 

in nature and designed for people to get away and experience the outdoors with ease. The trails can 

vary in grade and distance, and are often ranked according to difficulty.  

Hiking is a relatively easy outdoor activity in terms of gear and infrastructure needs. Outside 

of the trail there is very little that is necessary for the user to have a better experience, although 

having small signs or stopping points along the route to show historical facts about the region can 

help to create a more immersive experience for the hiker. Knowing the history of the land that one is 

walking can help the hikers to feel more connected with the natural surrounding areas.   

 

Hiking is allowed on almost every trail segment or system throughout the County. Hiking does 

not make a large impact on the environment compared to other uses, meaning the maintenance 

requirements are not as extensive. The relative low cost of hiking makes it one of the most easily 

accessible outdoor activities for residents and tourists. This also helps hiking trails to be one of the 

best targets for expansion opportunities.  

 

Property Limitations 

 

The relative low cost for use and low development standards make it one of the easier 

options for trail expansion. Although, there are still obstacles to overcome during the development 

process.  Outside of the State Lands, trails are constantly running into barriers with connections 

traveling across private property.   

 

Seeking permanent easements can be difficult, and keeping a consistent route is extremely 

tough given the nature of real estate transactions and changes. A number of trails pass through 

dozens of private properties, and just one change in ownership can cause a major routing problem 

for a trail. Due to liability issues, land owners are often hesitant to allow trails to pass through their 

land. In order to get around these junctions, trails will have to detour onto county, state, or town 

roads. Not only is walking on the side of the road a less pleasant experience; it is far less safe than 

walking along the natural grass or dirt paths on land or within the forests. For more Information on 

liability in regards to the General Obligations Law, refer to the General Obligations law on page 33. 

 

Natural Limitations  

 

 In the region that lies within Allegany County, natural barriers are prevalent along existing 

and proposed trail routes. Creeks, marshes, or other types of wetlands can be hazardous for hikers, 

and thus requires infrastructure including bridges, traction items, or drainage systems. Forming 

hiking trails may not be seen as incredibly detailed, but these types of improvements require 

funding, planning, engineering, skilled volunteers, and special equipment.  

 

Rules and Regulations 

 

Hiking does not have one standard set of guidelines that is universally used, so catering to a 

system that is regionally implemented is a great option for trail development. The Finger Lakes Trail 

System Summary outlines what is required for a trail to be within the National Scenic Hiking Trail 

standards. The following traits are required to be a part of this grouping, and becoming a completely 

recognized National Scenic Trail is a long-term goal for the Finger Lakes, and other hiking trails 

throughout Allegany County. 
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 TRAIL TREAD/CORRIDOR 

- A standard (and minimum) corridor width of 3 feet 

- An occasional maximum corridor width of up to 5 feet 

- 18” tread 

- Built on native soil 

- 10% grade with 5% out-slope on benched (side-hilled) trail (up to 15% grade for a few 

hundred feet permitted) 

- Puncheon standards: Stringers parallel with trail, with/without deck boards, on sills that 

sit across the trail; 18” wide minimum 

- Stepping stones, turnpikes and causeways may also be used. 

- Permanent bridge, privy, and lean-to standards: Accessible, as defined by NYS DEC 

 

SIGNAGE 

- 2” x 6” paint blazes (exterior latex gloss or 

semi-gloss), within sight from previous blaze 

- Plastic or aluminum blazes only if necessary 

and appropriate 

- 2.5” FLT System disks (or NCNST emblem, if 

appropriate), every half mile. 

- Colors: white for the main trail, blue for side 

trails, orange for branch trails (two 

exceptions), other colors for loops or spurs 

off of spurs  

- Yellow 11 x 11” FLT (or branch trail) 

trailhead sign 

- Carsonite strip signs also at trailheads and 

trail crossings, with appropriate decals: 

o Public land ownership (NYS DEC, 

OPRHP, specific park or region, etc.) 

o FLT, NCNST, or both; separate decals 

or together in rectangle 

o Hiker rectangle- open to hiking, 

closed to all other uses 

o Disks: No Horses, No Bikes, No 

Snowmobiles, No ATV’s 

- Colors: white for the main trail, blue for side trails, orange for branch trails (two 

exceptions), other colors for loops or spurs off of spurs  

- Yellow 11 x 11” FLT (or branch trail) trailhead sign 

- Carsonite strip signs also at trailheads and trail crossings, with appropriate decals: 

o Public land ownership (NYS DEC, OPRHP, specific park or region, etc.) 

o FLT, NCNST, or both; separate decals or together in rectangle 

o Hiker rectangle- open to hiking, closed to all other uses 

o Disks: No Horses, No Bikes, No Snowmobiles, No ATV’s 

 

Other signs 

- Horses, snowmobiles, bikes, and motorized vehicles not permitted on this private land 

sign 

- Trail exists because of the courtesy of landowners… trail rules for the trail user sign 

- “You are on private land” sign 

 

Figure 8: Example Finger Lakes Trail Sign 
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Blazes, signs and the use of nails should be discussed with, and agreed-upon by, the 

landowner/manager. Flagging tape (orange/black or pink/black recommended) marks new trail and 

relocations. A knot put on side of tree that trail is to go by. Small flags on metal shafts may also be 

used. All new trail and significant relocations must be discussed with and approved by 

landowner/land manager.  

 

These basic principles, which can be found in more detail in the appendix, outline the 

generally accepted standards for trail design. While it is not necessary, the goal is to create and 

improve trails to the highest standards in order to provide the best user experience for each of our 

trails in the County.  

 

Parking  

 

Parking is a key component of trailhead design, especially when looking through the scope of 

a tourist. The parking can vary in size depending on the density and popularity of the trailhead, but 

estimates can be made to ensure that no possible visitor is turned away due to lack of parking 

infrastructure. Ideally, individual spots would be clearly marked or designated for organization. 

Although in some scenarios it is acceptable to have parking lots that allow the users to decide how to 

best organize their own vehicles.  
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Equestrian 

Equestrian trails Background Information 
 Equestrian trails can be a part of specifically designated multi-use trails or they can be their 

own specialized use trail. Stakeholders and riders within the county are looking to improve the 

current existing conditions for equestrian activities. 

 

Interested Stakeholders have expressed the need for more advanced GPS routing for trails in 

the County. There are several locations that do not have cell service and thus can be hard to 

navigate or even dangerous in the case of emergencies. Exact coordinates and routing details would 

help to ease the process of finding or helping someone in need along the trail system in the event of 

an emergency. Specific coordinate maps and postings at junctions would be beneficial for first 

responders that may not know the regions as well as some of the more experienced riders.  

 

Trail maintenance and wet conditions have also caused problems for riders, and often turn 

them away from using the trails in the county. Areas that have perpetually wet conditions due to the 

existing landscape or grade are issues for equestrian riders and their horses. Horses can pull 

tendons in their legs and riders often exit their adventure covered in mud, which is not always the 

goal for those looking to have a calm walk through the forests. Improving soil and footings on these 

wet trails would help, or even re-routing to avoid grades larger than 10%. Overused trails can result 

in consistent wet environments and may need longer than a single offseason to restore, meaning 

minor reroutes in these cases can be beneficial for riders and the natural environment.  

 

Specifically, riders would like to see the Coyle Hill State Forest access point have larger 

space made available for parking and launching equestrian rides, along with increases in the size of 

the trails. Coyle Hill is a popular location for riders, but the lack of parking for all groups can turn 

riders away.  

 

As trails are developed, it would be important to create a system that would allow riders to be 

notified of where herbicides may be sprayed near trails or on trails so that they can avoid bringing 

themselves and their horses through that region until it is deemed safe.  

 

Equestrian Centers and College Centers such as the Alfred University Equestrian Center in 

Alfred Station are great places to connect trails to community destinations. Having connections with 

areas that already have notable horse traffic will help to maximize the use and impact of trails and 

trail development. Organizations with equestrian facilities may be interested in partnerships with 

local groups that have mutual interest with getting to these facilities or traveling from facilities to 

other destinations.  

 

The New York State Horse 

Council is a group that has been 

advocating for equestrian use within 

New York State since 1968. They are 

seen as a good source for support for 

the development of equestrian trails 

and riding groups, and they have 

even helped to pass safety laws and 

a law that limits the landowner 

liability for equestrian usage. The 

Allegany County Saddle Dusters is a 

group of equestrian riders in Allegany Figure 9: Equestrian Rider in Allegany County 
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County that are interested in and hopeful to see changes made to the state of Equestrian trails 

throughout Allegany. Through joint efforts and volunteer outreach it is possible to establish a friends 

group within the county that is tasked with steering development and maintenance of equestrian 

trails. Volunteer contributions are very helpful and often make the difference in what is able to be 

created for public usage.  

 

Limitations 

 

The development of equestrian trails involves a lot of planning and volunteer work. Trails 

must be reinforced at areas where water damage is likely. This includes having mitigation strategies 

in place for wet or boggy areas. 

 In trailheads for multi-use trails, having two separate entrances would help to keep 

equestrian manure out of the pathways of pedestrian hikers. Along with this it would ease the start of 

the journey for the horses and their riders without having to immediately interact with other travelers.  

Due to the nature of the activity, equestrian trails require a different type of maintenance 

and care. In expected wet areas, careful attention should be paid to create culverts and proper 

drainage in areas of need. Horses can pull tendons and riders can end up covered in mud after a day 

traveling through wet areas, causing the ride to be far less enjoyable for the riders.   

 

Riding season limitations vary depending on location. Designated routes are usually open 

year round, notably the Coyle Hill State Forest System. However, the West Almond Trail system is only 

open to public riding from June 1st to September 31st.  

 

How to Establish Trails on DEC Land  

 

 The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is open to the idea of having 

specialized use equestrian trails within the limits of their land. Interested groups and organizations 

can implement specialized trails through a relatively simple process with the DEC representatives. 

The program is called the DEC Volunteer Stewardship program and further details are located in the 

section on the stewardship program that appear later in this document on page 32. 

 

Equestrian Design Guidebook for Trails, Trailheads and Campgrounds 

 

 Structured design guidelines help to create a system that is uniform and enjoyable for all 

users. The Forest Service Technology & Development Program offers a great guidebook for 

equestrian trail development standards and procedures. “This guidebook provides practical 

guidelines for developing recreation environments that are sensitive to the needs of riders and their 

stock. To keep the size and scope of this guidebook manageable, the focus is limited to equestrian 

elements—such as corrals, tread width, horse-friendly surfaces…”(FHWA-Federal Highway 

Administration). This document should be used during the planning and implementation processes 

in order to develop trails in an efficient and sustainable manner. Full Document online at USDA 

website, here. 

(https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/0723281

6/toc.cfm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/07232816/toc.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/07232816/toc.cfm
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Snowmobile 

Snowmobile Trail Background Information 
 

 Allegany County Snowmobile Trails are some of the best in the Western New York Region. 

The Allegany County Federation of Snowmobilers includes local groups within Allegany County that 

are in charge of planning, developing, and maintaining the expansive 363 mile trail system. 

Members of the groups have access to these trails during the snowmobile season, as long as the 

snowfall is sufficient. Due to their organizational structure and funding sources, the snowmobilers 

are very self-sufficient compared to most groups.  

 

The Federation of Snowmobilers was incorporated in 

1987 and has been receiving grant funding for over 20 years. 

The size of the group helps them to keep trails maintained, with 

10 active chapters and between 325 and 525 members. The 

not-for-profit group has 28 trail groomers and 12 certified safety 

instructors for youth education courses. Youth members as 

young as 10-14 years old may ride with another adult, and 15-18 

year olds are able to ride alone with certification.  

 

The club, since their starting date, has brought in over 2 

million dollars in trail development for Allegany County. They also 

ride an average of 80 miles per trip and spend anywhere from 

$80 to $125 at local businesses per trip.  

 

 Snowmobilers receive funding through a program 

involving State Registration fees that awards funding based on the total number of miles of trails 

within the county. The Federation has done an excellent job establishing trails on public and private 

lands, creating a network that serves all of the local chapters without creating nuisance to local 

residents and landowners. In order to continue developing the system and providing safe trails for all 

users, the club hopes to get additional support from law enforcement to hold the riders that do not 

follow rules and regulations accountable.  

  

The group is also seeking additional help 

finding grants for trail development and maintenance 

funding. Along with this, they would appreciate being 

given the option to receive or purchase scrap metal 

or similar materials from large County projects prior 

to them being sent elsewhere. They hope to be able 

to use the materials to construct or reinforce bridges 

and culverts that are necessary for keeping the trail 

safe and sustainable for use throughout the winter.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Allegany County Snowmobile bridge 
crossing 

Figure 11: Federation of Snowmobilers "Groomer" 
Machine 
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ATV and UTV 

ATV Trails Background 
 All-Terrain Vehicles, or ATVs, are vehicles that are small enough to use on trails and large 

enough to ride on roads. ATV users are widespread throughout Allegany County, and riders can vary 

in age from beginners to experienced veterans. There are not many areas open to ATV use in the 

County, but the Tall Pines ATV Park located in Andover draws visitors from the surrounding counties 

and regions. Tall Pines is a great destination anchor to start a system of trails or routes that would 

allow users to travel to or from other businesses and towns in the County without having to bring 

trucks and trailers for transport of the vehicles.  

 UTVs, or Utility Terrain Vehicles, vary from the conventional ATV. A UTV may also be referred 

to as a Utility Task Vehicle, Utility Vehicle, or a Side by Side because of the two seat capacity of the 

vehicle. UTVs are more expensive and serve a slightly different purpose than ATVs, but generally the 

same characteristics for usage apply. UTVs must be registered by the Department of Motor Vehicles 

and owners must have proof of ownership.   

 ATV and UTV registration costs $12.50 per year and the initial license plate fee upon 

obtaining one is $12.50 as well. Unless you are going to be using it on your own property, the vehicle 

must be insured. The insurance minimums include a $50,000/$100,000 for death, 

$25,000/$50,000 for injury, and $10,000 for property damage. Similar to automobiles, riders must 

always have registration and proof of insurance on hand. There are also regulations for age and 

vehicle components that are included in the New York DMV document attached in the appendix. 

https://dmv.ny.gov/brochure/atvs-information-owners-and-operators 

 Although the public perception of this usage is not always bright, the vast majority of users 

are intending to use the vehicles for leisure and to get from one destination to the next rather than 

attempting to off-road in unauthorized areas. Riders are hoping to have designated routes along 

authorized trails or county and town roads to be able to visit their favorite destinations, gas stations, 

or restaurants in neighboring areas. Opening up specific, low-traffic, county and town roads to ATV 

usage will benefit both the riders and the businesses that will see increased visitors when groups 

take day trips to explore the scenery.  

 The New York State Off-Highway Recreational Vehicle Association (NYSORVA) President, Jeff 

Binga, gave a useful informational ATV presentation at a previous Allegany County Trails Task Force 

Meeting. He started by outlining the sheer size of user groups throughout the state, with 27 clubs 

and 125,000 registered ATVs in New York State. There is a significant market for this usage, but the 

perception of ridership is a large impediment in development. Although not an exact statistic, he 

figures that a large quantity of nuisance issues disappear when there are legal marked trails. 

 The best way to establish space for riding would be to identify County or town land with 

forested areas that can be used by riders. He stated that the user groups are not looking for open 

fields to tear up, but rather routes that can be used to travel to destinations. The cost per mile for 

ATV trails is not always consistent, and varies based on the terrain and surrounding natural 

characteristics.  Engineered trails are the safest to implement, as they tend to route through forested 

areas that require only a speed of about 15 MPH. Establishing local groups and organizations will 

help to encourage accountability for riders and help to encourage volunteers to mark, regulate, and 

maintain the trails being used.  

https://dmv.ny.gov/brochure/atvs-information-owners-and-operators
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 NYSORVA gives clubs the authority to maintain and regulate usage through the use of a code 

of conduct that will hold riders accountable. Possible options for regulation can include trail cameras 

to identify offenders or vehicle registration and insurance to cover landowners in the event of 

property damage. The NYSORVA clubs have the ability to press charges on behalf of property owners, 

greatly discouraging risk-taking from rogue riders. Perception seems to be that there is no controlling 

riders, but organizations and clubs have the ability to regulate on behalf of the community.  

Necessary Amenities 

 ATV routes will often require riders to switch from pathways to county or town roads. In order 

to help riders stay on course and within the boundaries of the law, there needs to be a stable 

signage system in place. The New York State Off-Highway Vehicle Association, Inc. (NYSORVA) 

provides details for signage in their Trail Signage Handbook. (Appendix) Signing ATV trails improves 

ATV safety and eases the process for patrons to use the trails. Improving signage will also help to 

regulate the flow of traffic and inform ATV users of special characteristics and regulations for specific 

trail regions.  

   

 While the increase in signage is meant to help ATV riders understand the routes and 

regulations involved, it does not reduce the responsibility of the operator to ensure safe riding for 

themselves and others around them. While the NYSORVA sets guidelines for signage to be unified for 

ease of travel between trail systems, the responsibility for installing, maintaining, and removing trail 

signage is in the hands of the local ATV groups.  

 

Positioning is paramount for the effectiveness of signs, especially at darker hours throughout 

the day. Signs should be placed at eye level and perpendicular to the riding route to maximize 

visibility in darker hours. Below is a list of additional guidelines that are recommended by NYSORVA. 

- Written permission from landowner for placement of signs 

- Signs should be reflective 

- No sign should be placed more than 2 feet from the trails edge 

- Signs should be well spaced and within the guidelines of the handbook to avoid 

confusion 

- Sign mounting on live trees is NOT recommended 

- If multiple at one location, importance flows from top to bottom (STOP always at top) 

- Sightlines for signs should be clear for distance intended 

- Maintain similarity to existing road signs 

- Posts are preferred for signage, although trees are acceptable with owner’s consent 

- Signs should be placed to the right of the trail 

- Desirable mounting height is about 48 inches from ground surface 

Further sign specification details can be found in the trail signage handbook, including signs for 

special trail characteristics.  

 

Orleans County ATV Group 

 The ATV group formed in Orleans County gives a great perspective what could be formed 

here in Allegany County. The group has about 20 to 30 miles of trails located solely on private lands 

at no cost to the taxpayers. The group has obtained the space and groomed the trails through 

volunteer efforts and agreements with landowners. Maintaining the trails is also done through 

volunteer efforts by club members, including trimming shrubbery or building bridges. They are able to 

create infrastructure like bridges in cost effective ways by using scrap metal or wood from old 

campers or extra wood sections from saw mills.  
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 In terms of membership and revenues, the club is self-sustaining and doesn’t rely on grants 

to complete work. The club carries a large insurance plan for the members, and it only requires 

riders to submit $25 per year along with having their vehicle registered with New York State. 

Additional guest also have to pay the $25 and sign forms for information and liability purposes, and 

those who are not a part of the organization must have proper paperwork and registration to use the 

trails. The group self-regulates riders and focuses on compliance with all State and Local laws. The 

group is focused on leisure riding, with flat land routes and a speed limit of about 20 miles per hour. 

Anyone not obeying the speed limit or keeping their vehicle noise below the minimum decibel 

threshold will be asked to comply or leave the premises. The small amount of the revenue that they 

do need for events and small club purchases comes from the 50-50 raffles and 2 to 3 events held 

for the club each year. The club is able to use the land until bow hunting season opens up, and then 

it opens again in the spring depending on how wet the conditions may be.  

ATV and UTV riding groups have not officially formed in Allegany County, but a member of the 

Orleans group has started a Facebook group named “Allegany County ATV/SXS” for local residents to 

volunteer and get involved. This group is looking for opportunities to create leisure riding trails at low 

cost with significant volunteer help. Stakeholders are interested in having opportunities closer to 

their homes, so that they can enjoy their vehicles within the borders of the beautiful Allegany County. 

They are seeking opportunities to groom trails on available county or volunteer lands, and hope to 

show that an organization with proper insurance, registration, and regulation will ride responsibly 

without nuisance.  

Tall Pines ATV Park 

Tall Pines ATV Park is a major ATV 

attraction in the County, and furthers the 

need for more accessible uses. The 

business and tourism that they draw 

would benefit the local businesses and 

markets if there were opportunities to 

travel from the park to popular 

destinations throughout the County. There 

are about 12,193 annual visitors from 37 

different states, Puerto Rico, and Canada. 

Further information on the impact of Tall 

Pines ATV Park can be found in the 

infographic in the appendix.  
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Road Biking 

Road Biking Background 
 Road biking is a great option for commuters or tourists looking to travel to distant 

destinations while also getting scenic exercise. There are two New York State Bike routes that travel 

through Allegany County, including State Bike Route 17 and State Bike Route 19. State Bike Route 

17 in total is a 442 mile paved on-road route running east-west from the Village of Wappingers Falls 

to the Village of Westfield. This route connects Bike Route 9 and Bike Route 517; the path intersects 

with Routes 11, 14, and 19 along the way. State Bike Route 19 is shorter at 109 miles of North-

South paved on-road trail, and connects the Village of Shongo to Hamlin Beach State Park. The route 

intersects with Route 5, Route 17, the NYS Canalway 

Trail, and the NYS Seaway trail.  

 Specifically within Allegany County, the routes 

give access to main thoroughfare destinations along 

the way. Bolivar, Wellsville, Andover, Alfred Station, 

and Almond are all destinations that can easily be 

reached along Bike Route 17. Bike Route 19 runs 

near Wellsville, Willing, Scio, Belmont, Belfast, 

Houghton, and Fillmore before continuing North out 

of the County.  

The map for Bike Routes in Allegany County 

and the larger Route maps can be found in the 

appendix. Additional information for these trails and 

the stops along the way can be found on the informational pages from the New York Department of 

Transportation website found in the appendix as well.  

The New York State Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee provides information on bike safety 

and regulations in the State. Being aware and alert is important for both parties on the road to keep 

travel safe for both motorists and bicyclists. Also included were statistics relating to bicycle usage, 

“The Bicycling and Walking in the United States 2010 Benchmarking Report, produced by the 

Alliance for Bicycling and Walking, states: the total bicycle mode share nationwide is 0.9% in NYS 

that is 0.7%.”( http://safeny.ny.gov/bike-ndx.htm) Although not currently the primary method of 

transit, it is a growing entity and thus it is important that motorists are more alert for these types of 

travelers on the road.  

Mountain Biking 

Mountain Biking Background 
 Mountain Biking within Allegany County has not evolved as quickly as other specific uses, but 

there is ample room and opportunity for improvement. There are currently no specialized mountain 

biking trails within the county. However, mountain biking is allowed on the following multi-use trails: 

the Genesee Valley Greenway, the WAG Trail, Hiltonville State Forest, Karr Valley Creek State Forest, 

Palmer’s Pond State Forest, Phillips Creek State Forest, Plumbottom State Forest, Turnpike State 

Forest, and Vandermark State Forest. The DEC has also stated that there is always land available 

and that organizations can create their own specialized trail systems with permission. The process is 

similar to the process for establishing equestrian trails, but requires significant effort and 

organization from local groups.  

Figure 12: Example NYS Road Biking Sign 

http://safeny.ny.gov/bike-ndx.htm
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The Volunteer stewardship program allows organizations to submit project applications for 

consideration, and may decide to allow the project or even assist in the work if they deem necessary. 

The group or organization applies and enters into the agreement upon acceptance to carry out 

measures within the regulations of the DEC agreement guidelines. It is important to note the 

following, “As volunteers in this Program, participants are provided with the same liability and 

workers compensation protection as salaried state employees, as long as they are acting within the 

scope and terms of the Agreement and comply with the Department’s guidelines for use of 

volunteers.”(DEC) Visit the section of this document on the DEC Volunteer Stewardship Program to 

find out how to help establish more mountain biking trails on the State Forest Lands.  

  

Biking Infrastructure 

 There is a market for biking in Allegany County, especially with the Alfred University Saxon 

Bike Hub and the Bicycle Man Bike shop. The Saxon Bike Hub is located on the Alfred University 

campus and offers bike and gear rentals for university students and staff, along with bike repair and 

bike storage for students. The Bicycle Man Bike Shop in Alfred Station has a variety of bikes for sale 

and also provides services for bicycles and bike equipment. The market for businesses like these 

can expand with more infrastructure and usage opportunities, leading the way for job and business 

creations throughout the County. 

 

Figure 13: Bicycle Man Bike Shop 
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Watersports 

Watersports Background Information 
 Waterway travelers can include participants in a variety of sports or activities including 

boating, kayaking, canoeing, or fishing. With the Genesee River, Cuba Lake, Rushford Lake, and a 

variety of other small lakes and ponds, there is an abundance of space available to offer options for 

water sports. Anyone can participate in these types of activities, but participants must provide their 

own equipment and items necessary. This could include anything from a large boat to a single 

person kayak, and often includes other small items such as paddles, life jackets, or fishing 

equipment.  

The Genesee River is one of the main bodies of water that can be used for water travel and 

water sports within the County. The winding river and scenic views make it a hot spot for weekend 

activities for residents and visitors within the county. Along with the existing natural infrastructure, 

numerous launch points have been created along the river. These launch points often include an 

informational kiosk, specific parking areas, and picnic benches for visitors to spend their time as 

they prepare for the day ahead of them. 

  

As the goal is to create the best user experience possible, it is important to mention what 

users find to be the most helpful amenities for these specific uses. The most important amenity is 

organized access areas. The Genesee River has access parks throughout the 60 miles of the river 

that often have cleared areas that make it easier for users to bring their kayak or canoe from vehicle 

to the river and back out. This model can be used to continue to improve existing locations and 

establish new spaces along the rivers banks. The more access points there are, the easier it 

becomes for residents and tourists to utilize the natural environment. Currently, Cuba Lake has a 

hard surface boat launch and space for 24 cars/trailers and 10 additional cars. Allen Lake has an 

unimproved trailer launch and parking for 25 cars. The following locations have hand launches and 

additional parking: Alma Pond, Riverwalk Plaza (Wellsville-Genesee River), Amity River Access Site 

(Amity-Genesee River), Transit Bridge River Access Site (Belfast-Genesee River), Belfast River Access 

Site (Belfast-Genesee River), Caneadea River Access Site (Caneadea-Genesee River), Belmont River 

Access Site (Belmont-Genesee River), and the Riverside Park River Access Site (Wellsville-Genesee 

Figure 14: Kayakers in the Genesee River 
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River). All of these are important linkages along the river route or main destinations for water related 

activities that should be connected with trails. There are also non-official access points in Fillmore, at 

Council House Road, in Scio, at Jack Bridge, at York’s Corners, at Graves Road, and in Shongo. 

Planned River access sites are located at the Lattice Bridge, Belvidere, and Trout Run.   

 Funding and volunteer efforts are key to the expansion and implementation of new launch 

points along the river. As is the case with most organizations, it is hard to gather enough skilled 

volunteers to make considerable efforts to cultivate spaces. Another impediment is acquiring or 

negotiating agreements for land along the river at spaces where it would be ideal for patrons to park 

and enter into the river.  

Winter Sports 

Winter Sports Background Information 
 The Climate in Western New York allows snow sports to be a plausible activity for residents 

and tourists during the winter months. Snow sports include Cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and 

alpine sports (skiing, snowboarding). Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing can be done on the DEC 

Land at the following State Forests: Bully Hill, Gas Springs, Genesee Valley Greenway, Hiltonville, 

Jersey Hill, Karr Valley Creek, Klipnocky, Palmer’s Pond, Phillips Creek, Plumbottom, Slader Creek, 

Swift Hill, Turnpike, Vandermark, and the WAG trail. These individual or small group activities can be 

a great draw for visitors, and most of the necessary equipment is owned by the individual 

participating in the activity. Increasing awareness for the activity can create a larger market for 

winter sports products and activities in Allegany.  

 Along with the availability of state forests and trails for the aforementioned snowmobiles, the 

Swain Ski Resort located in swain offers a unique experience for skiing and snowboarding in Allegany 

County. The resort has all of the necessary ski resort amenities including ski rentals, lodging, and 

entertainment that can draw a variety of patrons from in and around Allegany County. The resort, if 

successful, can be an economic driver and can provide local jobs as the market for tourists coming 

into the County grows.  

Camping, Fishing, and Hunting 
 

 Allegany County, known for the beautiful landscape, can benefit from utilizing its many 

camping sites as tourist destinations. The Discover Allegany County Website lists locations and 

information for the following campsites: Adventure Bound Four Winds, All Adventures Campground, 

Breezy Point, Evergreen Trails Campground, Houghton/Letchworth KOA, Jones Pond Campground & 

RV Park, Maple Lane RV Park, McCarthy’s Ranch and Campsite, LLC, Mother’s Pickin’ Chickin 

Campground, Pollywogg Holler Eco-Resort, Riverside Campground, Rushford Lake Cottage Rentals, 

Sun Valley Campsites, Sunny Hill Campground & Recreation, Tall Pines ATV Park/Cabin Rentals, 

Trout Run Camp Resort, Willard’s Country Place Campground and B&B, Windy Hills Campgrounds, 

and a variety of locations located in DEC State Forests.  

 Camping is a great amenity to provide and promote, especially with the large hunting and 

fishing network Allegany is home to. Fishing and Hunting are acceptable in most of the State Forest 

Lands throughout the county, and create a large market for residents and tourists purchasing 

equipment and accessories.  
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The Plan 

Connectivity 
 

The Trails 

 Trail connections and trail connectivity are at the forefront of development within the county. 

While trail to trail connections are important, they are not the sole focus of development. There 

should also be a focus on connecting destinations, allowing users to travel from place to place solely 

within the confines of the trail system. For some users this may be more complicated than others 

depending on type of travel method, but eventually the goal is to provide as much connectivity as 

possible for all trail users. The county aims to strategically place trails between local destinations in 

naturally rich environments.   

 

Why Trail Connections?  

 

 Creating connectivity encourages residents and 

tourists to visit local businesses. A trail system allows for 

more people to visit destinations in alternative ways. Visiting 

the grocery store or a favorite restaurant can be monotonous 

if you simply drive the same route each time. Even bike 

riding or hiking can become monotonous if there is no 

destination or end goal. Therefore, offering the option for a 

new experience visiting destinations through a carefully 

located trail system may prove beneficial to the health and 

wellness of residents and will provide added economic 

benefit for local businesses.  

 

 Trail connections seems very simple whilst looking at 

map, but physically surveying the land and the opportunities 

for growth can show how difficult it is to find direct routes 

with existing infrastructure unimpeded by private lands. In an 

attempt to create a complete loop around the county for 

each user group, the county can attempt to use electric 

transmission and gas line easements as well as abandoned 

railroad routes that are still physically intact to produce 

multi-use trails. In areas or regions that connections cannot 

be made via grasslands or existing natural routes, temporary detours should be created using town 

and county roads in order to allow users to make their way to destinations with ease.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15: View of potential development space in 
Fillmore from trail crossing 
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Connections to Larger Trail Networks 
Trails have been expanding rapidly throughout the United States. As the push to conserve 

nature and increase population health standards proceeds, trail development continues to be a 

major part of the change. Long-distance trail networks are being formed and improved in the nearby 

Appalachian Mountains and the rolling hills of New York and Pennsylvania.  

Triple Divide Trail System 

The Triple Divide Trail system is one of the notable larger trail systems that has roots in 

Allegany County. The Genesee Valley Greenway is the connector for this trail, and already contains 

some of the elements that are preferred for trail development. Included below is an existing 

description of the plan for the larger Triple Divide Trail system. 

“The Triple Divide Trail System will be a unified conservation and recreational system 

stretching ca. 247 miles along the Genesee River and Pine Creek from Lake Ontario in 

Rochester, NY, to the Susquehanna River in Williamsport, PA. The name derives from its 

passage over a triple continental divide separating the headwaters of three national 

watersheds: the Allegheny River, the Genesee River, and the Susquehanna River (West 

Branch and Pine Creek). This recreational system is being created by connecting existing rail-

trails (greenways), water trails (blueways), and nature park areas, including Letchworth State 

Park (NY) and Pine Creek Gorge (PA). The approach is integrative and cost effective. It 

combines water conservation, natural flood control, outdoor recreation, environmental 

education, and sustainable economic development, including new jobs in construction and 

eco-tourism.”  

The strategies and phases of the triple divide trail system align with the overlying goals of this 

Allegany County trails plan. Goals include improving the existing trails and canoe/kayak launches, 

creating new launches with infrastructure, adding linking trails, adding in streamside nature parks 

that help with eco-tourism and environmental protection, and increase wildlife habitat and natural 

flood control.  

As with other existing long distance trails, this connection will help to improve the experience 

within the county for users from a wide variety of locations. Although they may not stop immediately 

in the county, trail users that have a good experience may be interested in returning to explore other 

trails or festivities within the county. This is just another method to expand the reach of Allegany 

County and its tourist opportunities.  

North Country Trail 

 The Finger Lakes Trail is a large portion of the North Country trail system. The North Country 

Trail extends from New York to North Dakota following a similar path as the northern border of the 

United States. It passes through New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota 

on its way into North Dakota. With a Trail this large, there is ample opportunity to attract tourists 

from outside of the state to spend their days or nights in Allegany County.  

“Our vision for the North Country Scenic National Trail is that of the premier footpath of 

national significance, offering a superb experience for hikers and backpackers in a 

permanently protected corridor, traversing and interpreting the richly diverse environmental, 

cultural, and historic features of the Northern United States.” 

(https://northcountrytrail.org/docs/EXECUTIVE-SUMMARY-2014.pdf).  

https://northcountrytrail.org/docs/EXECUTIVE-SUMMARY-2014.pdf
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 Improving the Finger Lakes Trail segments that reside in Allegany County is the first step 

towards becoming a major part of the North Country Trail system. More connections will lead to a 

better experience for users, which leads to better reviews and even possible recommendations for 

other tourists to visit the County.  

Empire State Trail 

 The Empire State Trail is expected to undergo major renovations in the next year. “In January 

2017, Governor Cuomo announced the Empire State Trail, a new initiative placing New York State at 

the forefront of national efforts to enhance outdoor recreation, community vitality, and tourism 

development. Approximately 400 miles of Trail already exists in discrete, disconnected segments. 

When completed by the end of 2020, the Empire State Trail will be a continuous 750-mile route 

spanning the state from New York City to Canada and Buffalo to Albany, creating the longest multi-

use state trail in the nation.” (https://www.ny.gov/programs/empire-state-trail).  

 The Empire State Trail will be passing through Rochester, allowing Allegany to make a 

significant connection via the Genesee Valley Greenway. Marketing will be expansive for this trail, 

especially if it is the largest continuous trail in the nation. In order to become a part of that, Allegany 

has to ensure that the Genesee Valley Greenway segment extending through the county is one of the 

most beautiful and recognizable trails in the state. The map included in the appendix shows the 

expansive proposed Empire State Trail and how Allegany County can connect.  

Specific Usage Connections 

 

Connecting Equestrian Trails to Equestrian facilities and Neighboring Trail Systems 

 There are currently four equestrian facilities within Allegany County including the Houghton 

College Equestrian Center, the Smokey Meadow Farm & TMC Performance Horses facility, the Echo 

Hill Training Stables, and the Bromeley-Daggett Equestrian Center (Alfred University). The first focus 

for equestrian systems, along with the maintenance of existing trails, is to create pathways to get 

from equestrian centers to popular equestrian trails.  

 Utilizing larger networks of trails helps to draw more attention to the systems within the 

county. Allegany State Park, located in nearby Cattaraugus County, is home to nearly 55 miles of 

equestrian trails. Connections to this region would allow for residents to ride to the park and for park 

tourists to migrate into Allegany County. Improving and extending the Genesee Valley Greenway 

would allow users to move through Allegany and into Cattaraugus County, and further connections 

created by Cattaraugus County could lead to the State Park. A fluid trail system would benefit users 

in both Counties, as well as interested equestrian riders in neighboring counties to the North and 

East.  

Connecting Mountain Biking Trails via Road Routes 

 As mountain biking becomes a larger interest for residents and visitors, it will spur the 

development of more places for riding even outside of the DEC forest. It is important to keep in mind 

that connections can be made via road biking routes to these destinations so that riders can get to 

and from without having to use their vehicles. 

 

 

https://www.ny.gov/programs/empire-state-trail


 

 
  Allegany County, NY 

 

28 

Connecting ATV road routes to Parks and Destinations 

 Access to destinations and local businesses is limited for ATV riders. Multi-use trails on State 

Lands do not permit ATV usage, and some roads are closed to the use or unsafe for riders. In order 

to expand connectivity for this user group, towns and villages can pass laws or establish roads that 

can be used by riders for safe travel to towns for visiting restaurants, gas stations, or even local 

shops. Signage would help to regulate the usage and notify drivers of the possibility of riders on the 

road. Creating a larger network for riders increases opportunities for long day trips, and thus will 

increase spending at local businesses.  

Connecting with the Allegany County Driving Tours 

 Allegany County is a great place to visit, especially with the abundance of beautiful natural 

scenery. Allegany County Tourism has put together a collection of scenic drives including the Oil 

Country, Mid-County, Wildlife Trail, Fairview, Lake Tour, and the Sky High driving loops that take you 

to all the popular destinations throughout the County. The details can be found in the Allegany 

County Scenic drives brochure and the map is located in the appendix.  

How to Connect 
 The rails to trails conservancy website explains a number of different ways that communities 

can utilize utility easements for trail usage and development. Using Utility easements is ideal when 

attempting to develop or expand trails because the existing infrastructure lowers total labor and cost 

needs. Along with that, the uninterrupted stretches of land are preferred for both utilities and trail 

opportunities. Gas, power, water, sewer, or electric lines are often buried under the surface of the 

easement leaving open natural environment on the ground above. Even with overhead transmission 

lines there are still spaces already carved out of the land for the power line placement, leaving open 

space below the lines for potential use. 

Rails to Trails 

 Railbanking is one of many different methods for using existing rails or utilities to create trail 

systems. The official definition for railbanking is as follows, “Railbanking, established in 1983 as an 

amendment to Section 8(d) of the National Trails System Act, is a voluntary agreement between a 

railroad company and a trail agency to use an out-of-service rail corridor as a trail until a railroad 

might need the corridor again for rail service.” Railbanking may not be immediately applicable to 

Allegany County, but it is important to keep in mind in the case that a rail line within the county is 

expecting to be abandoned in the future. While not ideal due to the non-permanent basis of the 

agreement, it is still an option to expand opportunities for the public.  

 Another option is to use a preexisting utility easement with an active railroad. In some cases, 

utilities will place lines underneath active railroads prior to the turnover of the property easement. 

After the rail is set to stop use and transfer over to the utilities, the companies may transfer or 

donate the land to be used for trails open to the public.  

 Rail corridor sales are often a complicated matter due to the sheer length and cost of the 

property in question. Utility companies are the most equipped and interested in acquiring these 

corridors outright due to their financial stability and vested interest in uninterrupted paths of land. As 

stated previously, these companies often either bury their lines or have them high in the air above 

the land. In many cases, trail organizations and utility companies have been successful in 

negotiating agreements to allow maintenance and usage of the land to be in the hands of the 

organization while the utility still benefits unnoticed by trail patrons.  
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Gas Pipeline Easements 

 Gas Pipeline Easements are a great option for trail development due to the nature of the 

existing conditions. The land easements above the pipelines are usually unimpeded because the 

pipelines are buried underground. This leaves a large open space above the utility that is relatively 

unused outside of necessary maintenance or upkeep. Reaching agreements with gas pipeline 

companies is mutually beneficial. The organization can offer maintenance and upkeep of the 

easement in exchange for the ability to use the space as a trail. The company saves money by not 

having to maintain the land, and these are usually good public relations events as well.  

 Natural Gas Pipeline right of ways have certain restrictions that limit what can done on the 

land. As the pipeline easements can be agreements with the adjacent landowners, these restrictions 

help to keep the area safe and allow regular maintenance to be done. Due to the high pressure of 

the pipelines, nothing can be dug into the ground above it and flammable items or vehicles may not 

be stored on the property. In order to regulate and ensure safety, workers will sometimes be sent out 

to properly mark the pipelines and check to make sure there is nothing detrimental to the integrity of 

the pipeline on the grounds. In some cases companies will even use overhead imagery to scan the 

properties and check the status of the right of ways. Regulations for uses on the pieces of land vary 

based on the companies and the easement agreement, but agreements can be reached depending 

on the specific location and nature of the right of ways.  

Allegany County has a Large 

Dominion Energy Gas pipeline traveling 

North-South through the County with a 

number of auxiliary lines running East 

or West from the main line. In the 

Southern portion of the county near 

Wellsville there are National Gas lines 

that run East and West. There are 

additional lines in the central sector of 

the county moving East from Angelica 

and West from Belmont. The most 

Local line runs West off of the 

Dominion mainline through Rossburg, 

this line is a Fillmore gas pipeline. The 

locations of these lines are notable 

because they stem from towns and 

villages that are essential to creating a system of destinations throughout the trail system. 

Transmission Line Easements 

Trails created using transmission lines have been developed in various places throughout 

the United States, and Allegany County has a few locations that could benefit greatly from using 

transmission lines for trail pathways. Although, many of the other examples are with larger power 

lines on flatlands. Transmission lines in Allegany County are unique because of the largely hill 

oriented landscape. With immense forests and non-uniform property lines, it can prove challenging 

to attempt to use transmission line right of ways for public trails. Transmission lines that run through 

forested areas are more viable because the brush around the land is already mostly cleared, and 

thus require less initial work for development. Although, there are cases where transmission lines 

run directly through property by way of easements in the air above the land. This means that the 

Figure 16: Gas Pipeline Map Allegany County 
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company has the rights to the area where the lines are suspended in the air, but not necessarily in a 

path underneath where they are hanging. Using transmission lines that pass through private 

properties is possible, but would require agreements with each landowner that has the utility moving 

across their property.  

 

 Overall, agreements between community organizations and utility companies are mutually 

beneficial. Utility companies are able to acquire or keep the land to be used for their business, whilst 

also being a part of improving the land aesthetically and improving relations with the local 

landowners surrounding their grids. Communities and trail organizations are able to create more trail 

opportunities at a lower cost, along with the possibility of benefitting financially and having the ability 

to put more capital towards projects that the community is hoping to implement in the future. 

Abandoned Railroad Line Routes 

 Abandoned and unused railroad lines also provide a great option for trail development, 

especially due to the existing infrastructure of bridges or raised land over marshes. Ideally, all of the 

infrastructure for these rail lines would still be in place and maintained. Realistically, many of the rail 

lines were abandoned and left to either sell or be impaired by the natural progression of the 

environment. Due to the nature of the landscape in Allegany County, washouts can be commonplace. 

Natural trail degradation and changes in easement ownership create major impediments for 

development along these corridors.  

 While some of the railroad easements are completely disappeared or in the hands of the 

landowners adjacent to the lines, there are a few lines that local experts believe would be worthy of 

investigating for use in future trail development. Notably, the Lackawanna & Pittsburgh Railroad 

extending from Angelica to Belfast would serve as a great connector to the Genesee Valley 

Greenway. The railroad line condition is not the same in all areas, and would require maintenance or 

building of bridges crossing the waterways and wetland areas. The route would be very significant in 

terms of the larger trail system, but would require significant community support and involvement. 

Similarly, The old Shawmut Railroad winds through the hills from Angelica to Swain, even directly 

intersecting with the Finger Lakes Trail in the Swain region. Again, conditions may vary based on the 

land, but this old railroad route could be another feasible option for trail development and 

connectivity to the Northeastern portion of the county. Additional unused railroad routes can be seen 

in the map in the appendix. The two aforementioned routes would allow for the connections of 

multiple destinations and a number of different State Forests.  

 Allegany County should look to keep remaining rail line assets. In previous years, lands 

owned by the County have been given or sold back to the landowners, rendering those previous rail 

lines useless. As the County continues to evaluate assets in the coming years, trail development and 

the positive impact on the community should be kept in mind.  

Benefitting from Existing Trails 

 Determining the value of the corridors is often a very difficult and time consuming task. 

Factors including dimensions, surface materials, landscaping, and amenities, and utility needs can 

affect the end valuation of the existing corridor. Necessary usage by the utility companies will also 

play a role in negotiations. Commonly, interested entities will use an experienced real estate 

appraiser to determine value based on all possible characteristics and factors. Along with this, 

lawyers should be involved for determining the easement or usage agreement, as the utility 

companies and trail organizations may have differing opinions about the land in question.  Although 

it requires a lot of up-front cost, negotiating to allow utilities to place lines on trails through a fee 
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based system can prove beneficial for the success of the trail and the development of further trail 

amenities.   

Using Trail Towns to Expand Connectivity 

 Trail Towns are a growing resource and driver of economic development in rural regions. 

Spaces must benefit and sustain from the resources available, and Allegany County is ripe with 

natural beauty. “A Trail Town is a community through which [a trail] passes that supports [trail users] 

with services, promotes the Trail to its citizens and embraces the Trail as a resource to be protected 

and celebrated. Trail Towns are built on a relationship between a town, the Trail and its 

volunteers.”(https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/). 

 Allegany already has groups interested in pursuing this idea in Cuba. Encouraging Towns and 

Villages throughout the County to explore the Trail Town method is a priority for creating maximum 

connectivity for our large and small trail systems. “Formal trail town programs have traditionally been 

organized around long-distance trails, and they are most commonly found along hiking-only trails, 

such as the Appalachian Trail. However, a region can leverage any kind of long-distance trail for the 

creation of such a program: rail-trail, towpath or water trail, or trails dedicated to equestrian, 

snowmobile or off-highway vehicle use, for example.” (https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-

building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/). Utilizing a wide variety of opportunities and including 

numerous local businesses allows trail towns to be an initiative that has widespread economic 

impact on the community.  

Executing plans that embody all of the beliefs above are not far out of reach for the County, 

and the rails to trails website provides insight into a nearby successful route. “In fact, the most well-

known example of the concept can be found along the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP), a 150-mile 

multi-use rail-trail between Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Cumberland, Maryland. The Progress Fund 

created the Trail Town Program in 2007 to help revitalize communities along the GAP. The program’s 

activities include conducting economic impact studies and trail counts, producing consistent trail-

wide marketing, establishing a business network, coaching business owners and providing them 

needed capital. These actions have allowed the program to register measurable successes: since its 

inception, visitors to the GAP have increased tenfold, and 65 new businesses and 270 new jobs 

have been created. The overall economic impact of the GAP now reaches a remarkable $50 million 

each year.” https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/). 

The Progress Fund analyzed and summarized the Trail Town Program and its impact on communities 

as follows: 

“A thriving trail economy in the Trail Town Program: 

1. Creates economic growth. 

The Great Allegheny Passage now has a $50 million economic impact each year, 

leaping from 25% of the local income to 40% in a 6-year span.  

2. Grows local business and creates jobs.   

In its pioneering 10 years, the Trail Town Program netted 65 new businesses and 

270 jobs, while growing revenues of even more local merchants. 

3. Compounds the trail’s economic potential 

…because it turns a simple path into a long-term destination. Overnight trips can 

generate more than 6x the revenue per day, and they span more days.  

4. Improves infrastructure in rural areas.  

https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/
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It opens doors to new ventures and opportunities, which enriches a community’s 

options (and boosts local pride!) 

5. Protects the trails and surrounding nature 

Preservation funds are notoriously hard to find, but a community that’s 

benefitting from the trail will invest back in it, too.  

 … And if you build it right, it also endures.” 

“There aren’t cash registers on the trail. So if you want cyclists to boost your local economy, you have 

to tap your town into that opportunity—actively. Pedal your whole community forward by transforming 

into a bike-friendly destination where people want to stay, explore and spend.” 

(https://www.trailtowns.org/about-us/). The existing natural beauty in Allegany County makes it easy 

for tourists to come visit. Supplying tourists with amenities and information necessary to explore the 

natural beauty will encourage them to come back again. 

Implementation will not create immediate results or success of the magnitude described for 

the GAP system. Stakeholders will have to exercise patience and trust in the process and understand 

that it is possible to succeed on a level similar to those of the past.  

Starting a Trail Town 

 Planning will require time and community involvement, but the Trail Town Guide provides a 

structure and guidelines for how to kickstart the process.  

“Any trail town program should try to achieve these basic objectives: 

- Improve connectivity between the trail and the towns along its route 

- Improve services and amenities available in trail communities, ensuring that those 

investments are in the best interest of residents 

- Promote a culture of hospitality, stewardship and inclusivity in trail communities” 

These details, along with the downloadable Trail Town Guide from the Progress Fund can be found 

on the Rails-to-Trails documents in the appendix. (https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-

building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/) Trail Towns are one of many programs that aide development 

through community involvement.  

Public Transit system connections with trails 

 Access Allegany provides an excellent public transportation system to be utilized by residents 

and visitors in Allegany County. This service provides connectivity to destinations in the County, but 

can also be used to get closer to trail systems that may seem out of reach from most places. The 

schedule can be found in the appendix, including stops and routes. Access also provides bike racks 

on the front of the buses in order to allow riders to travel with their bicycles. From biking to work to 

biking for sport, this transit system can be used in unison with the trail systems to improve 

connectivity and opportunities for outdoor recreation in Allegany.  

DEC Volunteer Stewardship Agreement Program 

 The DEC Volunteer Stewardship Agreement Program allows volunteers to assist the DEC with 

mutual benefit for the department and the individuals volunteering their time. DEC staff has an 

https://www.trailtowns.org/about-us/
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/
https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/planning/trail-towns/
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immense amount of land to care for, and often do not have the time and resources to devote to new 

development. This program allows volunteers to execute projects on State lands with proper 

documentation and permission, including development of trails.  

 The goal of the policy is, “… to foster public participation in the Program to help preserve, 

maintain and enhance the lands and facilities under the Department’s Jurisdiction at minimum cost 

to the state.” (DEC) The preservation and care of the variety of environmental resources under state 

control is greatly enhanced by the help of volunteers. Community involvement benefits the public, as 

the state lands are accessible for all residents and tourists interested in exploring the natural 

environments. The complete documents and agreement forms are included in the appendix, and the 

DEC welcomes groups and individuals to help develop and preserve the natural amenities within 

Allegany County’s State Forests. (https://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/90822.html) 

General Obligations Law 

 

 The General Obligations law is in place to protect the land owners in the case of accidents 

involving outdoor recreation activities. The General Obligations Law is a release or covenant not to 

sue. Specifically, Section 9-103 the “Recreational Use Statute” hopes to encourage land owners to 

be open to recreational activities on their property. The law ensures that the landowners will not be 

liable in the case of an accident causing injury or incident causing property damage. In summary, the 

law allows property owners that open their land to outdoor recreation to assume no responsibility or 

incur no liability for any injuries or damages.  

  

 It is important to note that the law does vary on a case by case basis, although there is far 

more coverage for those allowing usage on their land without charging a fee. Further details and full 

legal description can be found at the following link: (https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/GOB). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/90822.html
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/GOB
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Site Design 

 

Site Design 

 

 Site design for trails and trailheads will aim to be uniform 

throughout the trail systems, but will also be unique depending on 

the existing land and purpose of the entrance. In order to be most 

effective, sites can be modeled after the existing launch sites 

developed by the Genesee River Wilds throughout the Genesee 

River. Each entrance should feature clear designated parking, small 

infrastructure such as benches or tables, and an informational 

kiosk about the space and the trail accompanied. In the case of a 

smaller entrance or trailhead, parking and small signage would 

suffice.  

 

Signage Design 

 

 Signage is very important to help pedestrians and users 

identify where to go to enter or continue along trails throughout the 

county. In order to create a system that is easily navigable, signage 

should be unified throughout the trails and trail junctions. The focus 

will be on creating more signage and keeping it consistent for each 

individual use throughout the County. Due to existing signage and 

sign regulations, there may be differing signage depending on 

usage. Although, having unified location strategies can help to 

mitigate any confusion for users.  

  

 A yield order identification sign has also been created to 

educate trail users about the proper trail etiquette to use on multi-

use trails. An image of the sign can be found in the Appendix.  

 

 Wayfinding signage can also help trail users to find necessary 

amenities along their journey. The image below provides an 

example along the Genesee Valley Greenway in Fillmore. Small 

signage along trails can make a large difference, especially with 

economic development in places that may be suffering.   

  

Trail way Amenities 

 Trail ways can often feel deserted or empty, in order to 

ease this feeling trails can include signage and historical 

information along with other amenities. Other amenities might 

include restrooms or drinking areas. Trails that encourage biking 

would be prime locations for the implementation of bike 

maintenance and tire fill up stations as seen on other popular 

trails throughout the United States. 

Internet service infrastructure is also an important amenity for 

trail usage. The lack of service for some provider companies in 

specific pockets throughout the county can be dangerous for 

Figure 17: River Access Site, Genesee 
River 

Figure 18: Finger Lakes Trail, example 
signage at private property entrance 

Figure 19: Fillmore Wayfinding Signage along 
the Genesee Valley Greenway 
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hikers in the event of an emergency. Ensuring that there is adequate service for all cellular providers 

would help enhance the safety for all users.  

 

Necessary Upkeep 

  

 Trails are not easy to maintain, especially if there are only a few organizations working on 

miles of trails. Volunteer organizations and efforts will be necessary as trail segments expand and 

usage increases. Smaller organizations helping to maintain specialized use trails will help larger 

organizations like the DEC focus on larger or more long-term projects. As previously mentioned, 

programs like the DEC Volunteer Stewardship Agreement program allow residents to aide in the 

development process. The existing infrastructure and population within the county will be paramount 

in creating a volunteer network for maintaining and grooming trails. The more help from volunteer 

efforts, the easier it becomes for those maintaining and improving trails to keep them to a high 

standard.  

 

 Trail upkeep can be far more tedious than it seems, especially with limited resources 

available. The Genesee Valley Greenway State Park, for example, has two full time employees and 

multiple seasonal employees to complete the work necessary to maintain and improve the trail 

system. With limited resources, they are able to complete projects like clearing and stabilizing 

culverts throughout the entire system. As this takes substantial time and resources, it would be very 

helpful to have additional resources to put towards smaller maintenance efforts. Volunteer efforts on 

the smaller upkeep like mowing and clearing brush gives the State Park Employees more time to 

dedicate to larger projects geared towards improving and creating a more sustainable trail.  

  

Specifically for the Genesee Valley Greenway, trail adopters would be helpful to maintaining 

the trail quality and experience for users. Trail adopters would be responsible for mowing the route, 

clearing debris, or even just alerting the friends group of issues along the particular section. The 

photos below are from the State Park representatives regarding the Genesee Valley Greenway State 

Park and the larger projects that have been completed or can be to keep the trail in the best 

conditions possible.  

 

Figure 20: Beaver damn with culvert installed to keep 
water level (Left), recently cleared culvert (Top), Bridge 
for possible pocket park or blueway use (Right), 
Gateway entrance recently installed-has since been 
painted (Bottom) 
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Potential Projects  
   

 The Trail projects outlined below include a wide variety of uses and range from short to long 

term. It is important to note that while creating new trails is a goal of the plan, this does not mean 

that special attention and consideration should be made to improving or altering the conditions of 

existing trails within the county. A number of stakeholders involved with the process emphasized the 

need for better trail conditions and engineering to be sustainable through all types of weather 

patterns.  

 Aside from the specific projects included in this plan, I recommend that all groups create or 

start to create specific plans for their usage in the County. This resource gives an idea of all uses and 

trails in the County, but more detailed plans for specialized activities would be beneficial in the long 

term.  

Finger Lakes Trail 

- Create natural connections throughout the trail to minimize hiking along the roads 

o Coordinate with the Finger Lakes Trail Conference and local landowners to reach 

permanent easement agreements 

o Create pocket parks where there is local interest an involvement 

o Assist in maintenance and enhancement of existing trails 

- Establish Trail heads and parking areas 

o Specify and obtain land to create distinct trail heads and parking areas that are 

easily recognizable from the road 

- Create unified signage system according to existing FLT signage regulations 

Genesee Valley Greenway 

- Restore original routing to have unimpeded travel (avoid road detours) 

- Genesee River Washout and subsequent encroachment on Trail. 

o Washout has caused a break in the trail, right after a farm has planted crops and 

cleared the trees where the greenway land sits.  

- Encroachment South of Wiscoy 

o Between 19A and Genesee River, multiple locations with building or farmland 

directly on the trail, aerial photos show where the trail has been cut off. 

- Cold Creek Washout (Between baseball fields parallel to Genesee St.) 

o Need to build a bridge to cross the Cold Creek 

 Abutments still in place and most likely usable, would need to build 

bridge across 

o Partner with the school for a school access grant 

 Allow students to use the greenway to get to school instead of road 

shoulders 

- Rockville Lake East Washout (Between Gleason Hill and Huck Road- W of 305) 

o Railroad line parallel to the West proposed acquisition (Conrail line) 

o Reroute using this to avoid washouts 

o As river flows back create a loop trail using original route and the Railroad section 

- Rockville Lake West (Between 305 and Lake Rd) 

o Water Bed is currently getting close and washing out at three different locations 

- Black Creek South Section (Just South of 305) 
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o Survey land after freeze to find out current status of the land 

- Cuba-Rushford School Section 

o Property ends adjacent to the school grounds, hoping to extend  

o  

- Cuba Hinsdale Section improvement 

o  Finding a way to get a trail from Cuba to Hinsdale rather than walking along 446 

o Creating an easier way to cross I-86  

-  

 

 

WAG Trail 

- Improve trail conditions and maintain pathways 

o Restoring/maintaining bridges and culverts 

o Keeping up or maintaining parking and trail head areas 

- Implement more signage along the system as needed 

- Extend the trail into the Wellsville main street region.  

Genesee River 

- Build proposed launch sites/parking areas/parks 

o Obtain easement agreements where necessary 

o Coordinate with local college programs to help with infrastructure development 

DEC State Forests 

- Establish more specialized use trails 

o Encourage groups to utilize the DEC stewardship agreement 

- Develop more loop trails for lakes and ponds 

Fitness Trails 

- Establish fitness trials throughout the County as alternative methods of health and 

wellness activity 

- Implement in regions dense with younger population, target places like Wellsville or 

College campuses, expand from there 

- Utilize pull-up, push-up, and similar bodyweight infrastructure throughout the trail 

o Helps to provide interval training amenities at low cost and minimal impact on 

the environment 

Bike Share Program 

- County wide trail system bike share program. Creating a group of nodes from existing 

popular destinations (notably College campuses and other larger towns) for people to 

visit along their travel. This will eliminate the need for people to have to leave one car at 

the end of the route and take another car to the beginning of the route. This eases the 

process for residents and tourists to use the trails without having to spend a similar 

amount of time driving or engaging in other activities outside of the specified activity 

 



 

 
  Allegany County, NY 

 

38 

Establish Online Mobile Map Presence 

- Develop an app that caters to use on mobile phones 

o Include maps, reviews, and information about trails and outdoor recreation in the 

County 

o Create a system that can easily be updated to reflect weather, trail conditions, 

and other relevant information 

County connections using utility easements 

- Alfred to Andover to Wellsville transmission line 

- Wellsville to Friendship transmission line 

- Friendship to south of Cuba transmission line 

- Connecting Finger Lakes trail in state forest lands to Almond, and then through state 

forest lands to Alfred University 

- Making small connections at above areas to attempt to create a countywide loop using 

Genesee Valley Greenway, Finger Lakes Trail, Utility easements, and railroad beds 

Establish trail towns/ trail town committees in notable towns and villages 

- Starting with Cuba, Belfast, Wellsville, and other towns or villages with significant access 

to existing trails 

- Eventually creating connections for less involved towns to have the opportunity to 

become a part of the larger network of trails in the County 

 

Equestrian projects 

- larger Coyle Hill entrance and parking area 

- rerouting/improving West Almond Trail areas that are plagued with wet or loose soil 

- rerouting to avoid very steep grades where equestrian riders may have difficult or 

dangerous travels 

- improve GPS routing and tracking systems for emergency situations 

- Hire a certified trail designer or a licensed landscape architect with expertise in 

equestrian trail design and construction to review and make recommendations for 

Equestrian Trail Improvements  
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Project Phasing 
 

There are phases of connectivity that can be strategically implemented throughout the 

timeframe of the plan. The beginning of the process focuses on the most developed of the 

neighborhoods throughout the county including Houghton, Cuba, Wellsville, and Alfred. All four of 

these areas have existing infrastructure and reside near trails or potential trail loop locations. 

Serving as anchors along the route, these areas provide the most options for amenities including 

restaurants, gas stations, shops, and stores. Along with that, they also happen to be a few of the 

more dense spaces in the County. The combination of population density and developed 

infrastructure makes them the ideal target for drawing residents and tourists to use the trail system 

to travel from location to location. Furthermore, natural spaces like Cuba Lake, Rushford Lake, 

Letchworth State Park, and the collection of Allegany County State Forests offer more destinations 

for visitors to enjoy.  

 

The next phase of connections or project destinations is intertwined with the first target 

group. As seen in maps including existing and possible routes to trail ways, there are many different 

spaces that would benefit from becoming destinations along the route. Places such as Fillmore, 

Swain, Canaseraga, Belfast, Angelica, Almond, Friendship, and Caneadea will benefit from the 

connectivity of the “main” destinations. Town and village involvement in connections can be 

extremely helpful during the development phases. In some circumstances, trails will not directly 

intersect or arrive at destinations that residents or visitors deem to be hot spots for activity. Creating 

smaller trail connections that open up to main streets and more dense regions can help to increase 

the economic impact of the larger trail connections to neighboring towns and counties.  

 

Trail development will become an easier and simpler process as the existing routes continue 

to grow. After connecting major destinations and dense regions, smaller trail loops or routes can be 

established to lead to even smaller specific destinations like small ponds or established 

campgrounds. As it stands, it is hard to visualize a trail system that will allow anyone to reach 

destinations throughout the county by walking, biking, or any other method of travel. However, it is 

important to keep in mind that development can be seen as a snowball rolling down a hill. The 

projects in the beginning will not show the end results, but over time the final product will become 

more apparent.  

 

Phasing Timeline  

 

1. Form specialized groups. 

a. Organization of specific vision and goals. 

b. More volunteer support. 

c. Becomes clearer how achievable projects are.  

2. Obtain funding/help to create a professionally done plan. 

a. Using current plan to guide county expectations. 

b. Longer time period for community input.  

c. Professional analysis of conditions and opportunities. 

3. New staff member/members with specific job description for trail development.  

a. Coordinate with groups help with funding. 

b. Organize and make connections work with neighboring counties. 

4. Start implementing first phase of projects.  

5. Continue to update plan to reflect changes in environment or demographics. 

6. Steady pace of project implementation/ maintenance on existing trails. 
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Example Timeline of Cattaraugus County plans and implementation for reference 

 

Documents involved in the long-term implementation process 

Summary and Analysis of Similar Initiatives for Park-Community Economic Development. Cattaraugus 

County. Smart Development for Quality Communities. 2001. 

A New Vision for Outdoor Recreation Trails in Cattaraugus County, New York. Cattaraugus County. 

Smart Development for Quality Communities. 2005. 

 Growing the Equestrian Economy in Cattaraugus County, NY. Cattaraugus County. Smart 

Development for Quality Communities. 2005. 

Allegany State Park Trails Plan (Final Master Plan Appendix B). New York State Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation. 2010. 

 Cattaraugus Unit Management Plan. NYSDEC. 2014 

 Ellicottville Great Valley Trail Master Plan. Ellicottville Great Valley Trail Committee. 2014. 

 Vision 2025. Cattaraugus County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. Wendel & Cattaraugus County 

Department of Economic Development, Planning & Tourism. 2015. 

Professional Plan Completed by Barton & Loguidice, DPC. 2017. 
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Results 
 

Community Impact 
 

 The impact of trails can be hard to quantify for extremely specific regions such as within the 

boundaries of Allegany County. However, it is possible to estimate impacts based on existing 

statistical representation for larger areas. The data does not always directly correlate, although one 

can make assumptions based on existing conditions and natural amenities within a space. Along 

with more traffic near existing businesses within the county, trails directly correlate with the 

prevalence of Outdoor Activities and its possible economic implications. 

 Recreation economies are becoming a new avenue for growth in rural American 

communities. From the Environmental Protection Agency, “Recreation Economy for Rural 

Communities is a new planning assistance program to help communities develop strategies to 

revitalize their Main Streets through outdoor recreation… By conserving forests and other natural 

lands and making them available for outdoor recreation, small towns can boost air quality and water 

quality and focus development downtown.” (EPA) Focused development centered on outdoor 

recreation creates a new sustainable economic driver for struggling areas. “Promoting outdoor 

recreation can also create jobs and offer new opportunities for people to connect with the natural 

world.”(EPA) 

 Headwaters Economics provided excellent information regarding the attraction of residents 

to recreation counties. The list of observations below summarize the impact of creating an outdoor 

based recreation economy. 

- People are more likely to move to Recreation counties than to Non-Recreation counties, 

particularly in Rural places 

- Households moving into 

Recreation counties have, 

on average, higher income 

than households moving into 

Non-Recreation counties. 

- Recreation counties have, 

on average, lower earnings 

per job than Non-Recreation 

counties, but earnings per 

job in Rural Recreation 

counties are growing much 

faster than in Non-

Recreation counties.  

- Recreation appears to drive 

varied economic benefits, 

including short-term support for tourism-related businesses and longer-term support by 

recruiting new residents who may be business owners, entrepreneurs, or workers.  

Recreation economies tend to attract more residents, as evidenced by The Net Migration Rates 

graphic above. 
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Economic Impact 

 

Improvement of the trail and connectivity to local destinations will help to stir more business 

for local shops and restaurants. Although it will most likely require a formation of local groups to 

organize volunteer efforts to maintain and develop trails, the lasting impact of more trails and trail 

connections will allow a return on investment for years to come. Business development and creating 

a market for new business is something that is mentioned in the Economic Development section of 

the Our Vision, Our Mission: Outlook for 2030, Allegany County Comprehensive Plan, and can 

become a reality with more accessible outdoor recreation infrastructure. As business development 

grows, increased average earnings and job opportunities will attract younger residents to the region. 

 

 Quinn Wright, Executive Director of the Finger Lakes Trail Conference, presented applicable 

statistics in a presentation for the economic impact of the Finger Lakes Trail. The findings are based 

on a funded study performed by the Outdoor Industry Association in 2012. For perspective, the 

annual consumer spending in the United States for outdoor recreation ranked third at approximately 

646 Billion dollars. Outdoor recreation activities 

include the following; Bicycling, Camping, 

Fishing, Hunting, Motorcycling, Off-roading, Snow 

Sports, Trail Sports, Water Sports, and Wildlife 

viewing. Each of these activities fits well within 

the scope of possible activities that would draw 

visitors to Allegany County. Looking closer at the 

graphic to the right, there are millions of possible 

participants within New York State that would be 

a possible user base. It was found that the total 

tourism economic impact per mile of non-

motorized unpaved sport trails in New York 

totals 231,799 dollars. Further analysis and 

charts can be found in the appendix. Although 

there is no way to predict the exact impact of trails on the County, this provides a picture for the 

possible impacts that will come with the improved countywide trail system.  

A great example of a space changing to adapt to the current economic climate is a small 

rural area in Athens, Ohio. Quantified Ventures is working on an Outdoor Recreation Environmental 

Impact Bond. They are looking to use the bond to fund the Baileys Trail system, which is a proposed 

88-mile premier mountain biking trail system in the Wayne National Forest. They will be getting 

private investment for the upfront cost and justifying the return as the increased economic outcomes 

from visitation. The County has previously been reliant on natural resource extraction including 

mining and timbering, but the market demand is not as high for these resources. The County is 

looking to utilize their mines rather than look at them as “scars”. Reinventing themselves to be more 

focused on sales tax and transient guest tax revenue streams. This model is good to look at, as 

Allegany County faces a similar situations where market demand has changed the landscape of the 

industry and employment opportunities here. With less focus on large manufacturing in the county, 

natural amenities and tourism can be used to spur small business development and generate jobs 

to keep residents in the county.  



 

 
  Allegany County, NY 

 

43 

 

Road and Mountain Biking Impact 

Extended bike trails and 

increase in specialized mountain biking 

locations encourages more biking within 

Allegany County, and in turn this will 

drive more business for local bike shops 

and the potential for more to open 

throughout the county. The widened 

market of riders also brings more 

opportunity for small business 

development and more jobs to the 

region. 

The size and connectivity of the existing bicycle routes offers a unique chance for Allegany 

County to attract tourists and encourage residents to utilize the routes. With advertising signage 

along the route, bicycle users will be more likely to stop and experience the different amenities that 

the county has to offer. On-road marked bicycle routes encourages residents to ride for long 

distances to visit destinations, or even utilize the route to travel to and from work. The healthy 

lifestyle habits that come with increased accessibility to exercise options will be beneficial to existing 

populations and people that are interested in becoming residents. 

Snowmobile and ATV Impact 

 Residents throughout Allegany County interested in ATV and snowmobile riding are looking 

for more options to explore the county. Snowmobile groups already spend their long-distance trips 

visiting restaurants and shops around the county, creating increased profit for local business 

owners. The expansive trail system would help generate business for service based businesses, and 

would create a larger market for ATV and snowmobile dealerships and maintenance facilities. 

Dealerships in the county will bring more jobs for local workers, and even provide more opportunities 

for getting local grant opportunities like the Yamaha Grant mentioned in the Grant Funding section of 

this plan.   

Equestrian Impact 

Groups like the Allegany County Saddle Dusters are formed for residents to be able to get 

together and ride the scenic routes along multi-use trails. They also participate in community events 

like the St. Jude’s Ride that benefit charities, and there are always more opportunities to use trails to 

host similar events. Riders are usually looking to ride with a purpose, or ride with an end goal rather 

than just to ride. Connecting destinations allows groups to set up group trips to visit neighboring 

towns or villages. Businesses within the county benefit from the arrival of people that otherwise may 

have had no reason to visit. Bed and Barns, or facilities that allow riders and their equestrian to stay 

for a night, are just one of the many growing equestrian related businesses. Equestrian facilities 

would bring in more business and have the ability to grow if users from outside of the County are 

drawn to the scenic and quality trails proposed for Allegany County. 

   

Watersport and Winter Sport Impact 

 Watersports and Winter sports are popular seasonal activities within the county. Supporting 

the growth and development of businesses and infrastructure will be a key selling point for new 
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residents and tourists to come to Allegany County. Providing amenities for residents to be able to 

enjoy outdoor activities year-round is incredibly important to encourage permanent residence within 

the County. With the large lakes, Genesee River, Swain Ski Resort, and numerous cross-country 

skiing trails there should be a market for purchasing equipment and accessories within the county.  

 Development of water sports activity sites does not necessarily show a direct return on 

paper. The benefits for the community come from the interest of tourists and new residents 

migrating to the County. The more amenities and usable natural spaces within Allegany, the more 

people are willing to visit and spend money at local businesses. Similar to other trail developments, 

expanding possibilities for water sports will create a market for new businesses geared towards 

water sports and water sports retail.  

Agri-Business growth through trail visits 

 Agribusiness is key to development within Allegany County into the future, allows county to 

capitalize on the existing natural resources including forestry and river related activities or events. 

Already existing agri-business can grow, and county can support the youth entrepreneurship 

including agribusiness initiatives like farm fresh food options and distillery’s or micro-breweries. Not 

only will trails help business grow though tourism, they will also help businesses to expand their 

reach into other fields including production, distribution, and consumption. Place businesses in 

strategic spaces within the county near different trails, trailheads, and high density youth areas like 

college towns including Alfred and Houghton. Creating sustainable jobs and opportunities for 

keeping youth in the area. Creating destinations for trail users, thus incentivizing the use of existing 

trails. Low cost for the county, return on investment through economic growth and use of the trails. 

Along with this, the establishment of trails and community businesses with help instill a sense of 

pride in local business, and encourage residents to spend at community locations.  

Local Farm operators should be encouraged to sell straight from their land, especially if they 

are located near a trail or trailhead. This would open up possibilities for community events focused 

on using trails to visit local specialized farms and destinations.   

Health Impact 

 

There is a growing epidemic of unhealthy living within the United States, and trails are 

becoming one of the methods of change for healthy lifestyle options. It is important to create better 

trail systems and improve the options available for those looking to continue living healthy life styles 

or looking to make changes to their current lifestyle, especially with rising healthcare and insurance 

costs throughout the nation. 

In a county that has a lack of available physical fitness facilities, there must be other options 

provided in order to encourage a healthier lifestyles for our residents. Providing a variety of options 

for outdoor recreation activities can help residents find more time to improve their physical fitness 

without feeling like they are having to exert themselves.  

 

Environmental Impact 

  

Creating a trail system is will increase the focus on maintaining and utilizing the natural 

environments throughout the county. Increased maintenance within the forests will shed light on 

habitats that need improvement or support for sustainability. Natural habitats are an integral part of 
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the experience related to trail activities. The objective is to expand trail systems and include all 

groups without negatively impacting the existing living space for native plants and animals.   

 Along with that, the encouragement of alternative modes of transport decreases the reliance on 

automobiles and emissions produced by them.  

 

Proximity and Accessibility 
  

 The goal of creating an economically impactful trail system starts with connectivity to 

hotspots and high density regions in Allegany. Starting with the most dense towns and villages, trails 

can be seen as another alternative method of travel from destination to destination. Proximity to 

these dense regions is incredibly important, as it gives opportunity for as many users as possible to 

be able to easily utilize the trail systems.  

  

 As the county continues to encourage the use of the systems, the plan focuses on creating 

specific destinations for users to enter and exit the trails. Users should be drawn to specific 

trailheads located near dense regions including places like Houghton, Cuba, Wellsville, and Alfred. 

Along with these more dense regions there are also destinations like Swain, Canaseraga, Almond, 

Bolivar, Friendship, Belmont, Angelica, Caneadea, Belfast, and Fillmore. Creating nodes centered on 

these types of places allows for users to have access to the amenities within those locations, thus 

creating destinations. For example, residents in Canaseraga are interested in visiting a specific shop 

in Angelica, but they do not necessarily just want to drive straight there and back home on the same 

roadways. In order for them to maximize their experience, they can take a scenic bike ride along the 

winding natural trails through state forests and scenic trails to get to their destination and back. 

Improved trails and trail connectivity will give more residents the opportunity to make scenic trips out 

of everyday chores or activities.  

  

 The goal of the plan is to allow the trail users to access routes without having to go above 

and beyond to have a good experience. Creating trailheads with parking access and clear visible 

signage is paramount to easing the overall experience of trail visitors. The vision is for trail heads to 

be in close enough proximity to dense areas for residents to be able to travel to the trail system by 

short car ride or even through the method of travel they plan on using on the trails themselves. 

Creating a unified trail system map will help users to navigate trails and trail systems without having 

to use a variety of maps or related documents. Streamlining the user experience allows them to 

enjoy the natural beauty that Allegany provides with minimal preparation or experience needed.   

 

  

Overall Vision for the Future 
   

 This trails plan, as stated previously, serves as a guide to future development and 

improvement for the existing trail system within the county. In order to most effectively move 

forward, organizations can use the plan to determine the scope of projects and how they will impact 

other trails and user groups. By keeping in mind the many groups of users involved with the trail 

systems, development can continue and cater to the common vision of the community. The 

combined vision of the stakeholders will help to explain and shape the needs and benefits of 

individual projects, allowing the pursuit of funding to become a streamlined process that reflects the 

greater vision of Allegany County. The plan should be used to carry out necessary objectives, as well 

as spur collaborative ideas for trail growth that will benefit multiple types of trail user groups. The 

unified vision outlined in this plan is an effort to educate those interested in the system, as well as to 



 

 
  Allegany County, NY 

 

46 

encourage an influx of young professionals to the area based on the existing and proposed natural 

environmental improvements.  

 

Trail development has a number of different long-term benefits that may not be immediately 

apparent. The goal of increasing connectivity is not only to have larger trail systems, but to promote 

sustainable transport and healthy living, as well as attract the attention of youth and families in the 

neighboring areas. As the population of Allegany County is struggling to find ways to provide an influx 

of young professionals and families to the area, we must be creative and exploit the existing 

amenities in order to cost-effectively enhance the growth of the population. As the physical world 

changes, the ideologies of the population do as well. It is apparent that millennials and other 

upcoming generation’s value greenspace and a natural environment when they are attempting to 

discover a new place or space. Allegany County is abundantly rich in natural and environmental 

space and history, and expanding the system of trails is only the first step towards becoming one of 

the most sought after eco-tourism spaces in the Southern Tier. Along with that, there are a number 

of long-distance trail systems that come through the county that the county can benefit from. Using 

the existing developed trails, the county can work towards connecting trails within the County to 

create a bike wheel type design of trails allowing tourists and residents to travel with ease from 

destination to destination within the county. Spaces like Alfred and Cuba, along with the three 

Colleges within the County can serve as major destinations for tourists and residents. Connecting 

these existing spaces with other towns and villages throughout the county using trail systems will 

create an elaborate network of trail paths and loops that encourage more residents to travel in a 

more environmentally friendly manner whilst also encouraging the support of local businesses. 

  

 The trails plan also aims to show potential residents the dedication of the existing community 

to improving their natural amenities. Through this, we are creating opportunities for 

entrepreneurship and increasing the quality of life for all residents. The implementation of plan 

strategies seeks to align with the core values outlined in the Allegany County Comprehensive Plan, 

creating a seamless transition between county wide development opportunities and trail way usage. 

 

Opportunities to Impact the Future 
   

Rather than attempting to alter the space in order to restore what was previously there, we 

can adapt along with the space to create new types of destinations for all visitors to enjoy. For 

example, on the Genesee Valley greenway there is a space where the river has washed out trail on 

both sides, leaving behind a small pond-like area. Rather than attempting to create a new trail 

through the same region, the county can work over time to develop a small loop trail and pocket park 

in the area to attract visitors to the site for a scenic ride around the pond before continuing on their 

journey. This would be a relatively simple endeavor after land acquisition, as stakeholders could 

work to pave a path around the pond and implement small park features in adjacent green space to 

create the pocket park atmosphere. These amenities could include low-cost things such as picnic 

tables, bike repair and maintenance stands, small bathroom facilities( could be waterless manure or 

similar), or even kiosks informing visitors about the site and any nearby attractions including a listing 

of local businesses that they may find helpful. This small cost and implementation of a new adaptive 

space would not only increase the draw to the region but also the revenue and reach of local 

businesses that may not have seen an uptick in customers without the additional information. 

Although it may not be a major change in economic value, it will be a step in the right direction in 

terms of creating a county that drives its own success and growth through eco-tourism.  

Through this small growth there will be even more opportunity to expand upon the already 

existing natural tourism elements to create a system of pocket parks along the trails to create a 
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variety of destinations along the route for visitors to enjoy. From there, there is an increase in the 

possible opportunities for small business development within the county. Bike share programs are 

becoming commonplace among urban communities as a low cost and environmentally friendly way 

of promoting healthy and sustainable transport options to the residents. At little cost to the County, 

private entities could be encouraged to establish low cost bicycle or kayak rental facilities in these 

pocket parks in order for tourists and visitors to have the ability to enjoy the spaces without having to 

take on the cost of owning or storing their own personal bikes or kayaks. Along with the benefit for 

visitors and tourists, this opens up the opportunity for a local business to establish themselves and 

provide a few jobs to local residents as well. While the bike rental share development would be 

largely self-sustainable by nature, it would come at little cost to the county itself outside of normal 

trail and park maintenance that is already being accounted for.  

How You Can Make an Impact 
 

Allegany County Trails System Project/Action Plan Sheet 

 Included in the appendix of this trails plan is an action plan sheet that can be filled out by 

stake holder groups hoping to have projects included in the plan going forward. Regardless of the 

timeline, the project vision can be submitted using this sheet in order to receive consideration 

throughout the planning process. Certain projects have been included in the plan already, but if you 

see an opportunity for a project that has not been included already please fill out the form with all 

necessary details and submit it back to the county to be included in the planning process.  

Community Member Status Spider Diagrams 

 Spider diagram analyses can be beneficial for representatives of the county to better 

understand the feelings of residents regarding certain usages pertaining to trails. Staff and the Trails 

Task Force have completed the diagrams for each use to compare how each activity is perceived in 

the community.  

 Road Biking diagrams showed trends leading towards the natural environment and individual 

stock of the population being very strong categories. The general trends also showed weakness in 

the Culture, financial stock, and built environment categories.  

 The Hiking spider diagrams primarily found that the individual and natural stocks were the 

stronger categories within the county, while the financial and built environments were lacking.  

 ATV diagrams also provided opinions that found value in the natural and individual sections 

but found political, financial, and built stock to be perceived as weak.  

 The spider diagrams for snowmobile stock in the county were universally agreed upon as 

being strong in all categories. Snowmobilers within the county have a vast amount of resources and 

organizational structure in comparison to other outdoor activity groups.  

 Mountain biking was not strongly rated for most categories, but was still highly rated for 

natural stock. The lack of awareness of existing amenities may contribute to that rating being low, 

but there is room for improvement for this use.  

 Waterway travels, similarly to snowmobile usage, were rated very well for all categories. The 

existing stock of launches along the Genesee River and Lake boat launches allow for the public to 

enjoy a variety of different activities. 



 

 
  Allegany County, NY 

 

48 

 Natural environment and individual stock were also highly rated for Equestrian activities, but 

ratings proved to be lower for the political, financial, and built stock.  

  

Along with blank diagram, there is a description page that explains how to fill out the 

diagrams and what the thought process is behind them in the appendix.  The completed diagrams 

will not all align exactly with each other. The hope is not for them to be the same, but for planners to 

be able to find trends within the submissions to focus on specific areas of concern. The first wave of 

submissions have generally shown that the natural environment is strong throughout the county, but 

there is a general lack of financial support and build infrastructure for activities. It is important to 

keep this in mind when determining how to plan and implement new projects.  

Student Involvement through college connectivity and programs 

 Using youth interest in outdoor recreation activities to help visualize and develop trail 

systems near college spaces. This interest can be spurred by promoting healthy living and 

exploratory options for students at university through use of widespread trail systems. Encouraging 

students to be a part of the process will increase the number of possible volunteers and help to 

create natural spaces that are appealing to youth populations. Furthermore, communities can 

incorporate art and student art presentation within local businesses. Natural art projects to be 

placed on trails creates sweat equity and provides another reason for youth to be drawn to the trails.  

 Organizations may also work with college student groups to help with designing and 

implementing infrastructure and parks that gives students valuable experience and helps the 

community reach its goals for development.  

Grant and Funding Opportunities 
New York State Recreational Trails Program (NYSRTP) 

 The recreational trails program provides funds to the states for trail related programs. The 

RTP is an assistance program of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) and is given out in New York State by the Office of Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation (OPRHP). The funding is required to be distributed to non-motorized recreation, 

motorized recreation, and diverse recreational trail use. The program requires the applicant to 

completely finance their project and they are eligible to receive periodic reimbursements anywhere 

from 20-80% of the total project costs. Municipalities, State agencies, Federal agencies, public 

benefit corporations, public authorities and not-for-profit corporations may compete to receive 

funding based on the program scores. The funding is intended to be used for trails, not including the 

sidewalks or publicly maintained roads.  

 The agency receiving funds must pay the entirety of the project prior to applying for the grant 

reimbursement funding. The funding is authorized and reimbursed in project phases, meaning that 

the budgets should be structured to align with the funding. The projects must comply with all laws 

and requirements, and also must align with the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

(SCORP) or Statewide Trails Plan. Public access is necessary, and all private landowner agreements 

must be outlined in writing.  

 Municipalities and not-for-profit agencies are eligible to apply online during the odd 

numbered years. The eligible activities that may be applied for are outlined below.  

- Maintenance and restoration of existing trails 
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- Development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and trail linkages 

- Purchase and lease of recreational trail construction and maintenance equipment 

- Construction of new recreational trails 

- Acquisition of easements and/or fee simple title to property 

- Assessment of trail conditions for accessibility and maintenance 

The program guide in the appendix outlines the classifications and categories for motorized, non-

motorized, and diverse use designations. The list below shows the additional documentation 

necessary for grant application by any type of organization. 

- State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) compliance documentation 

- Photos for project space or equipment to be purchased  

- Topographic mapping 

- Land ownership and agreement documents  

There are also separate requirements for varying types of projects or organizations applying to 

receive funding outlined in the full document. Minimum and Maximum funding requests and total 

project costs can deviate on a yearly basis, so it is recommended to refer to the website for specific 

details regarding project costs. The fund estimates to give out 10-20 grants per year, and the 

funding may not be used to provide matching for other federal grants. Although, other federal grants 

within the scope of the project may be used to provide the matching funds. Sources of matching 

funds can also be found in the full document.  

 Authorization is granted for each phase of funding prior to beginning the work, and managers 

must adhere to the Preliminary Design phase, Final Design phase, Right-of-way phase, and 

Construction phase timelines in order to secure proper reimbursement. Property acquired through 

funding may not be transferred out of the holding of the municipal organization, but can be given 

from not-for-profit to the municipal organizations.  

 The program guide shows the selection criteria for rankings, and the grants will be awarded 

based on how many criteria are met. A project manager must be designated to organize progression 

and send progress reports to program officials. ADA compliance must be met for any projects that 

include paved shared use paths. As stated previously, further details can be found in the document 

located in the appendix at the end of the plan.  

 

Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative  

 The Yamaha Outdoor Access Initiative is a grant program relating to outdoor activities and 

access, and the 2019 guidelines are outlined below. There were four quarters of submission 

deadlines stretching one year from December to December; a review committee reviews these 

applications for viability within the quarterly time frames. Yamaha has complete discretion on 

whether or not an application will be accepted or denied throughout the process. Applying entities 

may receive the grant only once per calendar year, but may apply each quarter until project is 

accepted.  

 In order to be considered, the organization must be not-for- profit or tax exempt and have the 

support of a local Yamaha Dealership. It is encouraged for grant applicants to be in partnerships with 

riding related volunteer organizations. Along with that, careful consideration should be made in 
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terms of associated branding for Yamaha within the project. Grant awardees also must provide 

progress reports throughout the process of the project designated for funding.  

 The grant submission guidelines document provides ample examples for funding projects 

ranging from trail mapping to renovation of facilities and trails. Although each project is reviewed, 

those pertaining to staff salaries, heavy equipment, non OHV access facilities, and lobbying efforts 

will have a lower priority. If using the funding to provide matching for another grant, details for the 

project and use of funding will need to be provided. Grant funding is restricted in terms of purchase 

or support for Yamaha vehicle purchasing. Details must also be included for available OHV facilities 

in the area, and all further information can be found in the grant submission document in the 

appendix.  

Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation (OPRHP) Environmental Protection Fund Grants 

Program for Parks, Preservation and heritage (EPF) 

 This program includes grant funding for the acquisition, planning, development, and 

improvement of parks, historic properties, and heritage areas located within the physical boundaries 

of the State of New York. Funding is for up to 50% of project cost, or 75% in places that are in high-

poverty areas. Projects are limited to $600,000 of funding, and projects totaling over $4,000,000 

can request up to $1,000,000.  

 Each program that is available for funding has specific terms associated in order to ensure 

that there Is proper long term protection for public benefit. Eligible initiatives include a parks 

program, a historic preservation program, and a heritage area program. Allowable costs included Pre-

Development Planning and Design, Construction, Acquisition, and Administration. However, work 

completed prior to the application and work not directly related to the specific project will not be 

funded through the program. Applicants must provide matching in order to receive reimbursement 

funds, and that can be provided in a variety of ways including cash, professional services, supplies, 

volunteer labor, equipment usage, or real property. Impact on the community, planning initiatives, 

and reasonableness of cost are all considered for funding grant priorities.  

 The minimum requirements for all applicants include SEQR compliance documentation, 

photos of project areas, schematic site plans, and a specific topographic or planimetric map 

including site location. The specific point system for calculating priority submissions is included along 

with all of the specific details for program guidelines in the OPRHP document found in the appendix.  

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds at the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo (2019) 

 The Ralph C. Wilson funding program divides into four main objective categories including 

Caregivers, Community Assets, Design and Access, and Youth Sports. For the purposes of the trails 

plan and development, the Design and Access portion of this funding opportunity is most important. 

The grant information includes a description for design and access, “Increase the health and quality 

of life of WNY residents of all ages by enhancing access to outdoor activities within the region.” The 

design and access grants provide support for pre-planning, development, and construction costs. 

The criteria generally include the development of walkability and bike ability, or improvement of 

recreational corridors. It is preferred that environmentally sustainable green design and universal 

access design are included within the project parameters.  

 Government agencies and non-for-profit organizations with 501(c)(3) designations may apply 

for up to $50,000 of grant funding. The guidelines limit organizations to one application per funding 

category, although multiple organizations may apply for separate projects. Applications can be found 
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online along with answers to frequently asked questions at 

http:www.ralphcwilsonjrfoundation.org/how-to-apply/.  

 The grant applications open on November 12th and must be submitted online by January 

7th(2020). The awarded funds will be available to be distributed in late May for projects that start in 

early June and end by May of the following year. The funding may not be used for actions that 

happen before the aforementioned grant funding period. While 501(c)(3) organizations may apply for 

the grants, they may not serve as the pass-through for a non-incorporated groups. This grant 

program through the Community Foundation of Greater Buffalo is focused on the smaller investment 

impacts in specialized areas, where as the Ralph Wilson Jr. Foundation grant program has a goal of a 

more widespread farther reaching impact area.  

Ralph Wilson Jr. Foundation (parks, trails, & green design) 

 The Ralph Wilson Jr. Foundation focuses on funding larger scale projects that make a 

significant impact on larger regions. In 2017, the foundation committed $50 million to help make 

connections and eliminate gaps in the burgeoning regional trail systems. There is about $40 million 

set aside for future maintenance and sustainability of those assets. The foundation is accepting 

requests for trails projects or planning projects that exhibit the following characteristics:  

- Are regionally significant trails or direct connections to those trails 

- Connect communities and key anchor assets (recreation, cultural or economic) 

- Have significant community support 

- Demonstrate capacity to operate and maintain the space(s) after they are built 

- Garner additional leverage investment that is at or near 2/3 or the total project costs 

Funding applications can be submitted through the website online at the link below. 

https://www.ralphcwilsonjrfoundation.org/our-focus/active-lifestyles/parks-trails-and-green-design/ 

Parks and Trails Partnership Grant 

 The Parks and Trails Partnership Grant program is administered by Parks & Trails New York 

along with the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. The program aims to 

enhance the existing of trails and public lands, increase the sustainability of support for the trails, 

and promote further tourism and economic development. The grant categories include Capacity and 

organizational effectiveness grants, Step Up grants, Professional Development grants, and 

Stewardship and Public Access grants. Exploring the option of creating a friends group can be 

furthered using this grant, as well as a variety of other funding uses. Eligibility Requirements can be 

found in the appendix.  

Incentivizing Property Access through Tax Incentives 

 Landowners, although covered by the General Obligations Law, may not always be receptive 

to having trails pass through their land. Offering incentives like tax breaks or other forms of 

compensation can help groups and organizations in their quest to develop long journey trail systems 

that pass through large amounts of private land. While this is complicated and will likely take time to 

come to fruition, it is important to keep it in mind for the future.  

Donations 

 Including in signage throughout trails, an online optional donation platform for users to 

donate to a fund to be specifically used for trail maintenance projects. Incorporate a voting system in 

https://www.ralphcwilsonjrfoundation.org/our-focus/active-lifestyles/parks-trails-and-green-design/
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which citizens can vote on projects to be executed using the funds. Smaller projects including adding 

historical information signs that show unique facts about locations along greenway.  
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Maps 
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FLT Trail System Standards 

Summary 
 

 

Definition of the FLT as a Hiking Trail:  In 1962, the Finger Lakes Trail (FLT) was founded as a hiking 

trail, by hikers, for the public to use to enjoy the sport of hiking and the hiking experience.  It was and 

is defined as a trail for foot travel only.  November 13-15, 2009, the Finger Lakes Trail Conference 

(FLTC) Board of Managers reaffirmed that only foot travel is allowed.  Trails in the Finger Lakes Trail 

System (FLT System) are open to anyone (and everyone) who will travel by foot, but not to anyone 

else. 
 

The FLTC believes in the ethic of going lightly on the land, not only to protect the environment but 

also to be close to the land and enjoy the woods experience.  “A continuous, back-country footpath, 

lying lightly on the land in a single-use, single-track corridor, with tread and corridor dimensions built 

to semi-primitive or rural/wooded/ natural standards” defines the FLT’s essential character.   
 

The FLT is not a multiple-use trail and is not built to multiple-use standards.  The FLTC recognizes 

that the trail tread, the hiking experience, the very definition of the FLT, and the FLTC’s reputation 

have been seriously damaged in those (very) few situations where multiple use has been allowed. 
 

The mission of the Finger Lakes Trail Conference is “…to build, maintain, promote and enhance a 

continuous footpath across New York State.  Forever!”  On-road and multiple-use segments break 

the continuity of the footpath.  To be a truly continuous footpath, and for hikers to enjoy their sport 

and the hiking experience in all seasons, the trail needs to be off-road, single-use and single-track 

hiking-only, and open to hiking year-round.  As much as possible, on-road, multiple use, and 

seasonally closed segments should be short and temporary; when they are not, FLTC trail sponsors 

should strive to change the situation by relocating the trail or renegotiating the terms with the 

landowner or land manager. 

 

Recognition as a Long-Distance Hiking Trail:  Today the main trail and all of the branches are 

considered part of a long-distance hiking and backpacking trail (the Finger Lakes Trail System) that 

links to other long-distance hiking and backpacking trails.  Approximately 422 miles of the main 

trunk FLT plus its Onondaga Branch are coincident with the North Country National Scenic Trail 

(NCNST or NCT), which runs west to North Dakota (and someday possibly on to the Pacific) and 

northeast through the Adiron-dacks and into Vermont, where it connects with the Long Trail and 

thence the Appalachian Trail.  To the east, the main FLT runs through the Catskills and connects to 

the Long Path and then the Appalachian Trail.  To the south, the Great Eastern Trail rides on the 

Crystal Hills Branch of the FLT on its way to Pennsylvania and on south towards Alabama.  To the 

north, the Conservation Trail branch trail connects to the Bruce Trail in Ontario, Canada.  The FLT’s 

other branch trails provide hikers with the opportunity to hike and backpack many more long-

distance miles.  Because of its 1000 miles in New York State and its connections with many other 

important trails, the FLT System, is recognized as having significance for the mid-Atlantic region, the 

nation, and North America in New York’s SCORP and 2009 Open Space Conservation Plan and in the 

NYS DEC’s Statewide Plan for Strategic Forest Management. 

 

Adoption of Appropriate NCNST Standards:  Because the North Country National Scenic Trail rides on 

so many miles of FLT, the FLTC has adopted those NCNST trail standards and endorsed those NCTA 
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goals (as outlined in the NPS NCNST Handbook for Trail Design, Construction, and Maintenance) 

that support the definition of the FLT as a footpath intended for foot travel only and that will help the 

trail endure as a backcountry hiking trail for decades.  

 

The most basic trail construction (tread and corridor) standards that FLT trail workers should strive 

for are these: 

 A standard (and minimum) corridor width of 3 feet 

 An occasional maximum corridor width of up to 5 feet 

 18” tread 

 Built on native soil 

 10% grade with 5% out-slope on benched (side-hilled) trail (up to 15% grade for a few 

hundred feet permitted) 

(Drawing summarizing tread and corridor standards may be attached.) 

 Puncheon standards: Stringers parallel with trail, with/without deck boards, on sills that sit 

across the trail; 18” wide minimum   

 Stepping stones, turnpikes and causeways may also be used. 

 Permanent bridge, privy, and lean-to standards:  Accessible, as defined by NYS DEC 

 

Signage, blazing, and maintenance standards are described in the FLTC Field Maintenance Manual 

(2009).  This may be found on the FLTC’s website at www:fingerlakestrail.org, then Members, then 

Trail Workers.  These standards include: 

 

(Signing and Blazing Standards, continued) 

 

 2”x6” paint blazes (exterior latex gloss or semi-gloss), within sight from previous blaze 

 Plastic or aluminum blazes only if necessary and appropriate 

 2.5” FLT System disks (or NCNST emblem, if appropriate), every half mile. 

 Colors:  white for the main trail, blue for side trails, orange for branch trails (two exceptions), 

other colors for loops or spurs off of spurs 

 Yellow 11x11” FLT (or branch trail) trailhead sign 

 Carsonite strip signs also at trailheads and trail crossings, with appropriate decals: 

o Public land ownership (NYS DEC, OPRHP, specific park or region, etc.) 

o FLT, NCNST, or both; separate decals or together in rectangle 

o Hiker rectangle – open to hiking, closed to all other uses 

o Disks:  No Horses, No Bikes, No Snowmobiles, No ATV’s 

Also available: 

 Horses, snowmobiles, bikes, and motorized vehicles not permitted on this private land sign 

 Trail exists because of the courtesy of landowners…trail rules for the trail user sign 

 “You are on private land” sign 

 

Blazes, signs and the use of nails should be discussed with, and agreed-upon by, the 

landowner/manager.  Flagging tape (orange/black or pink/black recommended) marks new trail and 
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relocations.  Knot put on side of tree that trail is to go by.  Small flags on metal shafts may also be 

used.  All new trail and significant relocations must be discussed with and approved by 

landowner/land manager.   

 

In addition to basic benching practices outlined above, techniques for managing erosion and 

maintaining trail stability include puddle dips, Coweeta Dips, crowns, water bars, ditches, culverts, 

and hardening the tread with turnpikes, stepping stones, or puncheons. Best Practice techniques are 

covered in the NPS NCNST Handbook for Trail Design, Construction and Maintenance and other 

respected books such as the Student Conservation Association’s Lightly on the Land.  The FLTC also 

follows the 2004 & 2007 editions of the US Forest Service/US DOT Trail Construction and 

Maintenance Notebook. 

 

Authority Delegated to FLTC for FLT/NCT:  By formal agreement, the National Park Service (NPS) and 

the North Country Trail Association (NCTA) acknowledge the primacy of the FLT and recognize the 

FLTC as the designated managing authority for the FLT/NCT in New York State.  Thus, the FLTC is 

responsible for selecting trail maintainers and for delegating the selection of trail stewards to 

appropriate sponsor clubs/troops. No recreational organizations other than the FLTC and sponsors 

chosen by it should manage a segment of the FLT/NCT.    

 

Using Other Trails: The FLTC recognizes that, on occasion, the FLT must ride on other, already 

existing bike, horse, or multiple-use trails or functioning roads until the FLTC is able to build its own 

single-use, single-tread trail.  Under those circumstances, the FLTC will always acknowledge that the 

road or trail’s primary reason for existing is to serve other purposes and other users and hikers 

should behave accordingly.  With the exception of short, critical segments that play an irreplaceable 

role in the trail (e.g., a bridge across a major river), such situations should be viewed as temporary 

and the FLTC should always seek to route the trail onto its own single-use, single-track trail.  If the 

FLT must run temporarily on a multiple use trail or road, then the junctions with the single-use FLT 

must be marked explicitly and partial barricades (such as large stones, stiles or dodgeways over or 

around fences or large downed logs, etc.) that block other users, plus appropriate signage, should be 

installed wherever possible.    

 

Private Landowner Rights:  The prohibition against multiple-use applies to the public’s use of the 

trail.  FLTC acknowledges and supports the private landowner’s right for his/her family to cross the 

trail or ride on it using bicycles, horses, or motorized vehicles, as long as the trail is on the 

landowner’s property.  FLTC trail sponsors should work to discourage this as a long-term practice so 

that, as much as possible, the trail will have the appearance of, and can be maintained to, single-

use, single-track standards; however, the FLTC wants to make it very clear that the landowner retains 

all rights when he/she allows the FLT to cross his/her property under a handshake or written 

agreement.  Should the landowner grant a trail easement, the landowner retains all rights except for 

the rights to close or block the trail, which are solely the province of the FLTC.  
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Equestrian Design Guidebook  

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration Equestrian Design 

Guidebook for Trails, Trailheads, and Campgrounds is a very detailed document that illustrates the 

design principles for equestrian trail design. This document is too large to include in this plan, but 

can be found online at the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration 

website. The exact link to the guidebook online is below.  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/07232816

/toc.cfm 

 

ATVs: Information for Owners and Operators 

An all-terrain vehicle (ATV) is any self-propelled vehicle with two or more wheels that is manufactured for 
sale to be used primarily off-highway or in off-road competitions, and that is no wider than 70 inches and 
weighs no more than 1,000 pounds. This does not include vehicles manufactured for off-highway use and 
designed exclusively for travel on snow or ice, and supported by one or more skis, belts or cleats that utilize 
an endless belt tread. Those vehicles, which include snowmobiles, are subject to other laws and regulations. 

 

ATV REGISTRATION AND DATE OF EXPIRATION 

An ATV must be registered with the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) if it is operated anywhere in 
New York State, including on the owner's property. 

When you register a new or used ATV for the first time, your registration will expire each year on August 31. 
Registrations for ATVs originally registered before April 1, 2005, will continue to expire each year on April 
30. 

ATV dealers are required by law to register every ATV they sell to New York State residents or to non-
residents before the purchaser takes delivery; unless the purchaser qualifies for an exemption from 
registration. A purchaser is exempt from registration when the ATV will be used exclusively: outside of New 
York State; at special events; for agricultural purposes; or for snow plowing other than for-hire. Dealers must 
have the purchaser complete and sign a "Declaration of Exemption From Snowmobile or All-Terrain Vehicle 
Registration" (RV-6). 

Unless you qualify for an exemption from registration, you cannot take delivery from an authorized 
dealer until after the ATV is registered. 

If you buy an ATV from a person who is not a New York State registered ATV dealer, you must register the 
ATV with the DMV. To register the ATV; you must complete an "Vehicle Registration/Title Application" 
(MV-82) and submit it to a motor vehicle issuing office. To register an ATV; you must provide proofs of 
ownership, sales tax payment or exemption, your identity, and your date of birth. 

 

PROOF OF OWNERSHIP 

Acceptable proof of ownership are: 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/07232816/toc.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/07232816/toc.cfm
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv82.pdf
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 For a new ATV – the manufacturer's certificate or statement of origin (MCO or MSO), an out-of-state title 
certificate or registration certificate; or, 

 For a used ATV – a completed "Certification of Sale or Transfer" (MV-51) plus the MCO or MSO; or, a 
New York State transferable registration signed over to you by the previous owner. 

 If your ATV has never been registered and you do not have these acceptable documents, you must complete 
and submit a "Statement of Ownership" (MV-51B). 

 

PROOF OF SALES TAX PAYMENT 

If you buy your ATV from a registered New York State dealer, you should receive a bill of sale in addition to 
the acceptable documents that prove ownership. The bill of sale must contain the dealer's name, address and 
dealer registration number, plus your name and address, the ATV vehicle identification number, the year, 
make, model, and number of wheels. The bill of sale also must indicate that the ATV is either new or used, 
and must confirm that the dealer has collected the appropriate sales tax. 

If you buy the ATV from a person who is not a registered dealer, you must pay the sales tax at a motor 
vehicle office. To determine the proper amount of sales tax, the DMV needs proof of what you paid for the 
ATV. Have the seller sign and give you a Statement of Transaction- Sale or Gift of Motor Vehicle, Trailer, 
All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV), Vessel (Boat), or Snowmobile (pdf)  (at NY State Department of Tax and 
Finance) (DTF-802). You must submit this form to the motor vehicle office, and pay the appropriate sales 
tax, before registering your ATV: 

Acceptable documents that prove payment of sales tax are: 

 The dealer's bill of sale showing that the dealer had collected the sales tax; or 

 A receipt for sales tax payment from the motor vehicle office. 

 

PROOF OF IDENTITY AND DATE OF BIRTH 

To register an ATV, you must provide proof of who you are. You must provide proof of identity, date of 
birth, and at least six points of proof of name. For the most recent listing of acceptable documents see 
"Proofs of Identity For Registration and Title" (ID-82). 

Documents that automatically qualify as six points are: 

 NY State Photo Driver license or Learner Permit 

 NY State Non-Driver Photo Identification Card 

 

FEES 

The ATV registration and registration renewal fee is $12.50 per year – it is not prorated by month. You also 
must pay a $12.50 license plate fee when you first register your ATV. You will be issued a plate, a registration 
sticker and an attached registration document. The plate must be attached to the rear of the ATV, and the 
sticker should be placed at the right side of the plate. You should carry the registration document when 
operating your ATV. 

https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv51.pdf
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/mv51b.pdf
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/dtf802.pdf
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/dtf802.pdf
https://dmv.ny.gov/forms/id82.pdf
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INSURANCE 

You may not operate any ATV anywhere in New York State, except on your own property, unless it is 
covered by liability insurance. Minimum required coverage is $50,000/$100,000 for death, $25,000/$50,000 
for injury, and $10,000 for property damage in any one accident. You must show proof of this insurance 
upon the request of a judge, the police, or a person claiming to have suffered injury or property damage from 
your operation of the ATV. 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

If you move, cross out the old address on your registration document and write in the new one. You also 
must report your address change to the DMV within 10 days.  

 

THEFT, DESTRUCTION, REMOVAL FROM THE STATE 

If your ATV has become stolen, you should immediately report the theft to the police. If the ATV is to be, or 
already has been, destroyed or permanently removed from New York State, you should surrender the plate 
and registration document to a local motor vehicle office. 

 

OUT-OF-STATE REGISTRATIONS 

New York State honors valid out-of-state ATV registrations. If your home state does not require ATV 
registration, you must obtain a New York State registration before operating your ATV in this state. 

 

WHO MAY OPERATE AN ATV 

You do not need a driver license to operate an ATV in New York State, but certain restrictions apply to 
operators under age 16. 

If you are age 10 through age 15, you may operate an ATV only: 

 Under adult supervision; or, 

 Without adult supervision on lands owned or leased by your parent or guardian; or, 

 On any lands where ATV use is permitted, without adult supervision, if you have completed an ATV safety 
training course approved by the DMV. You should carry your course completion certificate when operating 
any ATV. 

If you are under age 10, you may operate an ATV only: 

 Under adult supervision; or, 

 Without adult supervision on lands owned or leased by your parent or guardian. 

Adult Supervision means being accompanied by a person at least 18 years of age, or a person 16 or 17 years 
of age who holds an ATV safety course completion certificate from an approved safety course provider. 

https://dmv.ny.gov/node/2144
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SAFETY TRAINING AND INFORMATION 

ATV safety training courses approved by the Department of Motor Vehicles are available throughout the 
state. Telephone 1-800-887-2887 to enroll, or write to: ATV Safety Institute, Enrollment Express, 2 Jenner 
Street, Suite 150, Irvine, CA 92618-3806 

ATV safety information also is available on the internet at www.nyatvsafety.net.  Written questions about 
New York State's ATV or motorcycle safety programs should be addressed through the DMV web site or by 
mail: 

NYS DMV 
Motorcycle Safety Program 
6 Empire State Plaza, Room 335 
Albany, New York 12228 

The application forms identified in this publication for ATV owners and operators are available at any motor 
vehicle office or at the DMV web site: dmv.ny.gov 

RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS AND OWNERS 

A parent or guardian may not knowingly permit or authorize his or her child under age 16 to operate an ATV 
in violation of state or local laws. An ATV owner, or another person in possession of an ATV, may not 
knowingly permit or authorize any person under age 16 to operate an ATV in violation of any state or local 
law. 

Both the owner and the operator of an ATV may be held liable for injury and/or damages resulting from an 
ATV accident. 

 

WHERE AND WHEN TO DRIVE ACROSS HIGHWAYS 

DMV recommends you avoid crossing a highway unless absolutely necessary. If you cross, you must follow 
these rules: 

 You must cross at an angle of approximately 90 degrees, at a place where there are no obstructions to prevent 
a quick, safe crossing. 

 You must come to a complete stop and yield the right-of-way to traffic on the highway before crossing. 

 You may cross a divided highway only where it intersects with another street or highway. 

 You may not cross an interstate highway or any controlled-access highway, such as the Thruway or a parkway 
at any time. 

 

ON HIGHWAYS 

You may not operate an ATV on a highway unless it has been designated and posted for ATV use by the 
state or local authority. Usually, only the part of a highway between two off-highway trails will be posted for 
ATV use. Check with local police to be sure. DMV recommends that you turn your headlight and taillight on 
and wear bright, reflective clothing whenever you ride on a highway. Always enter the highway with care, and 
yield to other traffic. 

http://www.nyatvsafety.net/
https://dmv.ny.gov/
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ON PUBLIC LAND 

You may not operate an ATV on public land unless it is specifically designated for ATV use, and it is allowed 
by a posted sign. 

 

ON PRIVATE LAND 

To operate an ATV on private land, you must have permission of the land owner or lessee. If you receive 
permission, make sure you know the boundaries of the property, and respect any special restrictions or 
requests of the land owner. You could lose permission to ride on private land by littering, causing damage, or 
riding carelessly. 

 

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT 

Whether you are the operator or passenger, you must wear a USDOT-approved helmet when riding an ATV. 
DMV recommends that you also wear a face shield or goggles, and protective clothes and footwear. 

Your ATV must have the following equipment: 

 Brakes in good condition 

 A muffler which is in good operating condition and meets federal standards 

 A spark arrester approved by the U.S. Forest Service 

 Tires with at least 2/32nds of an inch tread without visible breaks, cuts, exposed cords, bumps or bulges 

 A lighted white headlight and red taillight if the ATV is driven at night 

The law requires you to keep the ATV's headlight and taillight lighted when riding a half hour after sunset to 
a half hour before sunrise. For greater safety, DMV recommends you keep the lights on at all times. 

 

RIDING RESTRICTIONS 

In addition to obeying the ATV laws and rules, it is wise to ride your ATV with common sense and courtesy. 
Having fun on an ATV does not include annoying others or taking foolish risks. ATV riders who ignore the 
rules and the rights of others may cause ATV operation to be restricted or prohibited on private and public 
lands. 

 

YOU MAY NEVER OPERATE AN ATV 

 Other than while seated on the permanent, regular seat. 

 With a passenger, unless the ATV is designed to carry a passenger. 

 At a speed too fast for existing conditions or potential hazards. 

 In a careless, reckless or negligent manner. 

 While intoxicated or impaired by alcohol or drugs. 

 On the tracks or right-of-way of a railroad. 

 On a highway, if the ATV is equipped with studded tires other than automobile-type studs. 

 In a tree nursery or planting in a manner which damages or destroys growing stock or creates a substantial 
risk of damage or destruction. 
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 Within 100 feet of a dwelling between midnight and 6 A.M. at a speed greater than necessary to keep the 
ATV moving. 

 While pulling a person on skis, a toboggan, sleigh, sled or trailer, unless the device is attached to the ATV by 
a tow-bar or other rigid connection. 

 On the ice or public water within 100 feet of a person, fishing shanty or shelter at a speed greater than 
necessary to keep the ATV moving. 

 Over an area cleared of snow for skating, unless necessary for access to public waters. 

 

LOCAL LAWS 

No locality may require its own ATV licenses or registrations, but it may impose additional restrictions or 
rules on ATV operation. Find out about special ATV rules in your area, and obey them. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

The person in charge of an ATV special event or off-road competition must apply to the local jurisdiction for 
written authorization at least 30 days in advance, unless it is held entirely on private property.  

 

ATV ACCIDENTS 

If you are involved in an accident with your ATV, you must give your name and address, the name and 
address of the ATV owner and the plate number to injured persons, the owners of damaged property, and/or 
the police. You also must show proof of insurance to persons claiming to have suffered injury or damage. If 
property is damaged, and you cannot locate the owner, you must give the above information to police as soon 
as possible. 

You must immediately report to the police any accident that involves death, personal injury or damage 
estimated at $600 or more to the property of any one person. 

You must also file a Report of Motor Vehicle Accident (MV-104) with the Department of Motor Vehicles 
about an accident that results in a fatality, personal injury, or property damage estimated at $1,000 or more. 
You must file the report within 10 days of the accident and send a copy to the county sheriff or police 
commissioner. 

If you are incapacitated, the written report may be filed by another party familiar with the accident. The 
investigating police officer must also file a written report, but that does not relieve you of your legal 
responsibility to file one. 

Failure to report an accident is a misdemeanor. A conviction may result in suspension or revocation of your 
safety training certificate and/or the ATV registration. 

The Department of Motor Vehicles may suspend your safety training certificate and/or the ATV registration 
until you file an acceptable written report. 

Additional information can be found at: Register and title a recreational vehicle (snowmobile, boat, moped or 
ATV) 

 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

Mark J. F. Schroeder,  Commissioner 

 

https://dmv.ny.gov/node/1975
https://dmv.ny.gov/node/1975
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State Bike Route 17   

State Bicycle Route 17 is a signed, on-road bicycle route that extends 442 miles 

from State Bicycle Route 9 in the Village of Wappingers Falls to State Bicycle Route 

517 in the Village of Westfield on the shores of Lake Erie. This route also connects 

with State Bicycle Routes 11, 14 and 19, and the New York State Seaway Trail. 

Details 
 

 

 

 

 

Use: Biking Length: 442 Miles Speed Limit: 

Type: Shared Roadway Avg. Trail Width: On Road Segment: No 

Status: Existing Grade: Shared Highway?: Yes 

Condition: Rideability: Traffic Level: 

Surface: Paved Rate for: Traffic Percentage: 

Location 

Counties 

Allegany 

Broome 

Cattaraugus 

Chautauqua 

Chemung 

Chenango 

Delaware 

Dutchess 

Orange 
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Steuben 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

 

Regions 

5 - WESTERN NEW YORK 

6 - SOUTHERN TIER/CENTRAL 

NEW YORK 

8 - HUDSON VALLEY 

9 - SOUTHERN TIER 

 

 View Map 

Restrictions 

Seasonal Restrictions:  

Hours:  

Accessibility 

Accessible: No 

  

Map Locations: 

Elmira, NY 42.091527, -76.802035 

Parking 

Location Spaces Plowing Directions 

Elmira 50 +/- N The dead end of Grove Street past the 

Winsor Avenue Intersection 

Bath, NY 5 +/- N Parking at intersection of State Route 415 

and County Route 15 

Hornell, NY 10 +/- N Adjacent to County Route 66 in between 

State Route 21 and Fitzgerald Road 

https://www.dot.ny.gov/portal/pls/portal/MEXIS_APP.DYN_BIKE_TRAIL_GOOGLE_MAPIT.show?p_arg_names=p_trail_id&p_arg_values=148
https://www.dot.ny.gov/portal/pls/portal/MEXIS_APP.DYN_BIKE_TRAIL_GOOGLE_MAPIT.show?p_arg_names=p_trail_id&p_arg_values=148
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Elmira, NY 20 +/- N DEC Boat launch near the State Route 252 

and State Route 225 Intersection 

Facilities/Amenities 

Type Location 
Geographic 

Coordinates 
Additional Information 

Fountain Bolivar, NY - 

Intersection of School 

St. & Olean St. - Near 

Tennis Courts 

42.065609, -

78.161207 

 

Map Elmira, NY 42.091527, -

76.802035 

Chemung Chamber of Commerce - 400 East 

Church St. (607) 734-5137 

Park Corning, NY 42.137266, -

77.036165 

Denison Park has parking for 50 +/-, picnic 

areas, restrooms, playgrounds and a skate 

park. 

Park Painted Post, NY 42.159069, -

77.096853 

Hodgman Park has parking for 50 +/-, a picnic 

area and a playground. 

Park Andover, NY 42.162759, -

77.792044 

Village park with parking for 20 +/- and a 

picnic area. 

Park Corning, NY 42.144318, -

77.053181 

Centennial Park has a bike rack and picnic 

areas. 

Park Almond, NY 42.313124, -

77.748967 

Almond Lions Community Park - Has parking 

for 50 +/-, a picnic area, restrooms and a 

playground. 

Park Elmira, NY 42.076534, -

76.846125 

Pirozzolo Park has parking 100 +/-, bike racks, 

drinking fountains, restrooms, a public pool 

and a playground 

Park Elmira, NY 42.074622, -

76.792014 

Millers Pond Park has parking for 10 +/-, a 

picnic area and a playground. 

Park Big Flats, NY 42.122243, -

76.929606 

Henry Minier Park has parking for 50 +/-, bike 

racks and a picnic area. 

Park Painted Post, NY 42.164795, -

77.095603 

Craig Park nas parking for 100 +/-, a bike 

rack, restrooms, picnic areas, a playground 

and a public swimming pool. 
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Park Hornell, NY 42.350346, -

77.711416 

Kanakadea Park has parking for 100 +/-, 

playgrounds, picnic areas and camping. 

Park Elmira, NY 42.086145, -

76.797577 

Brand Park has parking for 10 +/- and a picnic 

area. 

Park Wellsville, NY - 

Intersection of State 

Route 19 & West Dyke 

Street. 

42.116633, -

77.945155 

Island Park - Amenities include a Bike Rack, 

Picnic Areas, DEC Fishing Access & a seasonal 

portable restroom. 

Park Elmira, NY 42.089525, -

76.807614 

Wisner Park has a bike rack and a picnic area 

Park Big Flats, NY 42.126903, -

76.930856 

Town of Big Flats Community Park has 

parking for 50 +/-, bike racks, restrooms and 

a picnic area 

Racks Wellsville, NY - 

Intersection of Main St. 

& East Madison Street 

near Creative Arts 

Center 

42.121937, -

77.947928 

 

Racks Wellsville, NY - 

Adjacent to Bike Route 

17 / 19 at the 

Walgreens 

42.120318, -

77.944897 

 

Racks Wellsville, NY - 

Adjacent to Bike Route 

17 in Front of Family 

Video Store 

42.127853, -

77.966017 

 

Racks Bath, NY 42.335961, -

77.329601 

Bike rack at Tops Friendly Markets 

Racks Elmira, NY 42.089831, -

76.80583 

Bike racks at the Chemung Country 

Transportation Center 

Racks Savona, NY 42.286929, -

77.2176 

Bike rack at the Savona Village Hall 

Racks Bath, NY 42.333189, -

77.324296 

Bike rack at Dorman Library 
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Shops 228 West Water Street, 

Elmira, NY 14901 

42.087516, -

76.80822 

Kingsbury's Cyclery 

http://kingsburyscyclery.com/ Phone: (607) 

733-3465 

Shops 34 Liberty St # 101, 

Bath, NY 14810 

42.334595, -

77.318138 

Wheels Unlimited Bike Shop 

http://wheelsu.com/ Email: 

info@wheelsu.com Phone: (607) 776-6609 

Shops 96 East Market Street, 

Corning, NY 14830 

42.142646, -

77.050762 

Corning Bike Works 

http://corningbikeworks.com/ Email: 

info@corningbikeworks.com Phone: (607) 

962-7831 

Shops 6392 New York 21, 

Alfred Station, NY 

14803 

42.276166, -

77.753071 

Bicycle Man LLC http://bicycleman.com 

Phone: (607) 587-8835 

 

State Bike Route 19   

State Bicycle Route 19 is a signed, on-road bicycle route that extends 109 miles 

from the Pennsylvania state line near the Village of Shongo to Hamlin Beach State 

Park on the shores of Lake Ontario. This route intersects New York State Bicycle 

Routes 5 and 17, the NYS Canalway Trail and the NYS Seaway Trail. 

Details 
 

 

 

 

 

Use: Biking Length: 109 Miles Speed Limit: 

Type: Shared Roadway Avg. Trail Width: On Road Segment: No 

Status: Existing Grade: Shared Highway?: No 

Condition: Rideability: Traffic Level: 

Surface: Paved Rate for: Traffic Percentage: 

Trail/Route End Points 

County Geographic Coordinates 

Shongo, NY 41.998439, -77.880709 
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, 

Location 

Counties 

Allegany 

Genesee 

Monroe 

Wyoming 

 

Regions 

4 - GENESEE VALLEY 

6 - SOUTHERN TIER/CENTRAL 

NEW YORK 

 

 View Map 

Restrictions 

Seasonal Restrictions:  

Hours:  

Accessibility 

Accessible: No 

 

 

Parking 

Location Spaces Plowing Directions 

Wellsville, NY 5 +/- 
 

Intersection of State Route 19 and Hawks 

Road 

Facilities/Amenities 

Type Location 
Geographic 

Coordinates 
Additional Information 

https://www.dot.ny.gov/portal/pls/portal/MEXIS_APP.DYN_BIKE_TRAIL_GOOGLE_MAPIT.show?p_arg_names=p_trail_id&p_arg_values=149
https://www.dot.ny.gov/portal/pls/portal/MEXIS_APP.DYN_BIKE_TRAIL_GOOGLE_MAPIT.show?p_arg_names=p_trail_id&p_arg_values=149
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Park Belfast, NY 42.343689, -

78.111323 

Local village park with parking for 25 +/-, 

picnic area and playground. 

Park Belmont, NY 42.225089, -

78.029859 

Village park with parking for 10 +/- and an 

ADA accessable fishing platform 

Racks Houghton, NY 42.42592, -

78.15573 

Bike rack at the Houghton College Campus 

Center building 








































































































































































































































































































































































