
BUDGET COMMITTEE 
November 16, 2022 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Budget Committee Chairman Brooke 
Harris. 
 
Roll Call: B. Harris, D. Healy, J. Burdick, K. Demick, D. Fanton, S. Havey, J. Ricci, P. Stockin 

 
Other Attendees: G. Hanchett, A. Cyr, J. Ricketts-Swales, G. Barnes, F. Demick, D. Root, S. Havey, J. 
Rumfelt, P. Curran, C. Jones, T. Ross, C. Knapp, T. Boyde, B. Budinger,  J. Adams    
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
 A motion was made by Legislator Demick, seconded by Legislator Fanton, and carried to approve 
the October 19, 2022, Budget Committee minutes.  
 
 
Sales Tax Report 
 

County Treasurer Terri Ross distributed the 2022 Allegany County Sales Tax Report. She said 
the figures show an increase of $555,000 more this year compared to last year at this time. Legislator J. 
Burdick asked if we know how much tax revenue was lost from the three months of deferred sales tax on 
gasoline. Treasurer Ross said that we don’t have those figures yet and the taxable sales report that we 
have is through February 2022. She said with the next report we should be able to compare last year’s 
taxable sales with this year’s since gasoline is included as a top ten sales tax revenue source for Allegany 
County. Legislator D. Healy asked if it is possible to determine the gasoline sales by vendor? Treasurer 
Ross said that information isn’t provided. County Administrator Carissa Knapp mentioned the report from 
the state is not transactional in nature and is based on dollars spent and cost considerations will also 
have an impact. Treasurer Ross said the taxable sales report reflects net receipts totaling $24,477,827.63 
through November 16, 2022. The year-to-date figures show gross receipts had an increase of 
$1,758,713.49, or 7.662 percent more compared to last year at this time, with net collections up 
approximately 6.647 percent.  

 
Treasurer Ross said for Allegany County, online sales are the second highest generator for tax 

sales revenue and gas is the third. Other large tax sales revenue sources for Allegany County include 
utilities, restaurants, and car dealerships.  Treasurer Ross noted that sales revenues from online vendors 
have leveled off, and the County benefits a great deal from online sales. She then discussed the Opioid 
Settlement Report and provided a chart depicting the level of funding that Allegany County is expected 
to receive this year. She said the County hasn’t received the total $293,000 and so far, the County has 
received $ 235,000. She is hoping before the end of the year the County will receive the balance owed 
($58,000). Legislator J. Ricci asked if this will be the end of the opioid payments. Treasurer Ross stated 
the County will continue to receive payments as court settlements are made. Legislator J. Burdick asked 
if there are any plans regarding how the opioid settlement funds will be used? Treasurer Ross stated 
there are some restrictions that require a portion of the funds to be used for mental health counseling 
and final decisions haven’t been made. County Administrator Knapp said that the County will have to 
develop  a plan and submit it to NYS for approval. She anticipates initiating the plan development process 
in Spring 2023. Treasurer Ross said the funds are currently in a deferred revenue account.      

        
Committee Chairman Brooke Harris complimented County Treasurer Ross and Budget Officer 

Carissa Knapp on their accurate assessment for sales tax revenues. He noted the estimates included in 
the 2022 Budget when taking inflation into consideration are right where we expected to be. Legislator 
D. Healy echoed the compliment and said that he attributes the good financial picture of Allegany County 
overall to Treasurer Ross, county leadership, and the staff in the Treasurer’s Office. Treasurer Ross said 
it takes a team effort.  
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NYSAC Budget from Dave Lucas 
 
 County Treasurer Ross discussed items from the NYSAC Budget that were presented at the 
County Treasurer’s meeting in Syracuse, NY on November 4, 2022.  Treasurer Ross referenced a report 
that she received from NYSAC Director of Finance and Intergovernmental Relations Dave Lucas. She 
stated the first sheet depicts the State Financial Plan Update which shows changes during the COVID 
Pandemic that resulted in a $6.5 Billion deficit. There are many contributing factors for the reduced 
revenues including a decline in personal income tax due to unemployment and other factors such as the 
high inflation rate, supply chain issues, impacts from food shortages, a shrinking workforce, and rising 
interest rates. She discussed other conflicting economic data that muddies the water including low 
unemployment rates,  increased consumer spending, and increased personal savings. She noted other 
items discussed at the meeting included property tax delinquencies which may require future legislative 
action.   
 
Executive Session 
 
 Committee Chairman Brooke Harris announced that the committee will enter an Executive 
Session to discuss the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a particular person or 
corporation. Legislator D. Fanton made a motion, which was seconded by Legislator J. Burdick to enter 
executive session at 1:43 p.m. 
 
 Immediately following the discussion at 2:04 p.m., Legislator J. Burdick made a motion, which 
was seconded by Legislator K. Demick, to come out of the Executive Session and return to the regular 
meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 
2:05 p.m. following a motion by Legislator D. Fanton, seconded by Legislator J. Burdick, and carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jodi Adams, Assistant to the County Administrator  
Allegany County Board of Legislators  
  


