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To: Real Estate Attorneys and Agents
From: Allegany County Department of Health
Date: March 13, 2025

This letter relates to the sanitary survey rules/regulations and gives general information about when to have
surveys conducted, and when they may be exempt under the Allegany County Sanitary Code (ACSC). A copy
of the Code may be acquired at: https://www.alleganyco.gov/wp-
content/uploads/AlleganyCountySanitaryCodes.pdf

Sanitary surveys are required under the code in all residential property transfers except for:

. 1.3 ... "excluding temporary or seasonal dwellings which are occupied for less than (60) days in
any calendar year."

. 2.1 Transfers of vacant land, not improved or utilized for human occupancy or dwelling

. 2.2 Transfers in foreclosure actions and deeds given in lieu of foreclosure

. 2.3 Transfers in with a partition action under Article 9 of Real Property Actions and Proceedings
Law

. 2.4 Transfers pursuant to Article Ill of the United States Code

. 2.5 Transfers of property to any property owner's spouse, children, mother, father, sister, or
brother

. 2.6 Transfers of properties acquired by a governmental assessing unit as the result of tax
enforcement proceedings

. 2. 7 Transfers of an interest in property by land contract

. 2.8 Transfer of property serviced by a municipal water and municipal sewer system

Please note there is no exemption for residential properties being sold "as is" or in "cash only" deals.
These transactions still require a sanitary survey to be conducted. The sanitary survey, per ACSC Article Il
Section 1.1, shall be valid for a period of six months from the date the inspection is completed. If the property
does not sell within that six-month period, regardless of occupancy, the sanitary survey will need to be
re-conducted and the fee paid, if the property is still for sale.

The sanitary survey application will need to be filled out entirely or it may be returned. Please list everyone who
wishes to receive a copy of the report. Please remind clients that in order to conduct the sanitary survey the
septic tank will need to be exposed with all septic tank lids fully uncovered so that the inside of the tank can be
observed. Homes that have been vacant must be occupied for at least 30 days in order to conduct a proper
sanitary survey. Doing dishes, running the water, etc. does not constitute occupancy.

If yod have any questions or are in need of clarification, please feel free to reach out to our
Environmental Department at. 585-268-9253 or our main number at: 585-268-9250

Best regards,

Tyler Shaw
Public Health Director
Allegany County Department of Health



