
   

Board of Legislators 
County Office Building, Room 201 

7 Court Street 

Belmont, New York 14813 

Phone:  585-268-9222 

 
Click here for Facebook live streaming: 

https://www.facebook.com/alleganycountyny/ 
 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AGENDA 

October 19, 2022 

1:00 p.m. 

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 
- September 22, 2022 

 

4. New York State Snowmobile Association Trail Development and Maintenance Fund 
- Edward Zalar, President NYSSA 
 

5. Craig Braack, County Historian 
- Monthly Report 

 

6. Scott Torrey, Soil & Water Conservation Executive Director 
- Monthly Report 

 

7. Brian Perkins, Youth Bureau Director 
- Monthly Report 
 

8. Laura Hunsberger, Cooperative Extension 
- Monthly Report 

 

9. Old Business 
 

10. New Business 
 

11. Good of the Order 
 

12. Adjournment 

https://www.facebook.com/alleganycountyny/


MEMORANDUM OF EXPLANATION 

 

                            Intro No.____________ 
                                           (Clerk’s Use Only) 

 
 

COMMITTEE:  Resource Management    DATE: October 19, 2022 

 

Requesting the State increase snowmobile registration fees in collaboration with the New York 

State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) and its 220 snowmobile clubs of which the Allegany 

County Snowmobile Federation, Inc. is a member.  

 

The last snowmobile registration fee increase was in 2004, two years before the Snowmobiler 

Rights and Responsibility Act took effect (Ch.609, L.2005).  This is the longest-tenured 

registration fee schedule since the trail fund was first established in 1987. Adjusting for cost of 

living and inflation increases, a club member fee of $45 in 2005 would equate to $65 today, and 

the non-club member fee of $100 would be worth $135. 

 

The New York State Snowmobile Trail Development and Maintenance Fund, which is fully 

funded by snowmobile registration fees, is a dedicated source of funding that helps 

municipalities and their snowmobile club partners to properly maintain and groom the state’s 

snowmobile trails.  This fund is used for both maintenance and equipment purchases, both of 

which have seen significant cost increases over the past several years. 

 

The proposed snowmobile registration fee increases are critical for long-term fiscal planning 

and sustainability of snowmobile clubs and the trail system in New York State.  

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:   

 

By adopting an increase in the snowmobile registration fees as part of the State’s Executive 

Budget it will positively impact the quality of the snowmobiling experience in New York State 

and contribute to recreational and economic growth in the region.  

 

 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS MATTER, CONTACT: 
 

 

 

Carissa M. Knapp, Allegany County Administrator                   
NAME AND TITLE           

 

585-268-9216 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 



NYSSA TALKING POINTS 
TRAIL FUND FEE INCREASE 

 
 
Proposal – Increase Snowmobile Registration Fee: 
 
The New York State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) and its 220 snowmobile clubs, 
representing over 50,000 members and serving as the voice for over 120,000 
snowmobilers who use New York’s 10,000 miles of snowmobile trails, is requesting that 
the State increase all snowmobile registration fees for 2023 season. 
 
The last time there was a snowmobile registration fee increase was in 2004, two years 
before the Snowmobiler Rights and Responsibility Act took effect (Ch.609, L.2005).  This 
is the longest-tenured registration fee schedule since the trail fund was first established in 
1987.  In adjusting for cost of living and inflation indicators, the club member fee of $45 in 
2005 would be worth roughly $65 today, and the non-club member fee of $100 would be 
worth $135 today. 
 
Reasons for Fee Increase: 
 
The New York State Snowmobile Trail Development and Maintenance Fund, which is fully 
funded by snowmobile registration fees, is a dedicated source of funding that helps 
municipalities, and their snowmobile club partners to properly maintain and groom the 
state’s snowmobile trails.  This fund is used for both maintenance and equipment 
purchases, both of which have seen significant cost increases over the past several years. 
While surrounding states have seen substantial snowmobile registration fee increases over 
the past several years, including both New Hampshire and Vermont, New York has not 
increased its snowmobile registration fee in over seventeen years. Seventeen years is a 
significant length of time for fee stagnation, especially when considering that almost all the 
items the clubs use have had significant price increases.  Further, over the past several 
years, neighboring states  
 
NYS Snowmobile Clubs are trail maintenance entities, and therefore shoulder the burden 
of purchasing and operating the groomers that are required to properly maintain the State 
trail system.  Comprised almost entirely of volunteers, NYSSA’s membership of 220 
snowmobile clubs groom 10,000 miles or more of Interconnected Trail System.  These club 
volunteers are dedicated to keeping the trail system well-maintained and well-marked to 
ensure the safety of snowmobilers.  The clubs take on the responsibility and the financial 
obligation to maintain the trails throughout the year. 
 
Clubs have been struggling to find additional funding resources to keep the trails in decent 
shape, and they cannot maintain current levels of support to the trails with existing 
funding.  This past year, clubs reported over $7 million in expenses, of which they received 
about $4.2 million from the Trail Fund.  It is time to raise the snowmobile registrations 
and distribute that additional revenue to the clubs that need it the most to keep up with the 
traffic on the trails.  NYSSA’s proposed registration fee increase could generate an 
additional $2,000,000 for the Trail Development and Maintenance Fund. 
 
Snowmobiling is an important component of New York State tourism, creating much-
needed jobs and generating vital revenue to many Upstate and Western New York 



businesses and communities.  In fact, many out-of-state snowmobilers make it a priority to 
visit New York for its vast network of scenic snowmobile trails, spending critical dollars at 
Upstate businesses. 
 
In January 2012, NYSSA undertook a survey performed by the Potsdam Institute for 
Applied Research to examine the economic impact of snowmobiling in the state during the 
2010-2011 season.  Analysis of the survey established that snowmobilers contributed $868 
million to the NY economy and much of that was in Upstate NY.  The proposed 
snowmobile registration fee increases are critical for the long-term fiscal capability of the 
snowmobile clubs that sustain the trail system that contributes to New York’s economy. 
 
NYSSA and its members strongly believe that this fee increase if adopted as part of the 
Executive Budget will have a meaningful and positive impact on the quality of the 
snowmobiling experience in New York State and grow the sport that continues to make a 
substantial contribution to the economic health of snowmobiling communities. 
 



RESOLUTION NO. ____________________ 

SUPPORT OF THE SNOWMOBILE TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE FUND 

WHEREAS, snowmobiling is a key contributor to Allegany County’s winter tourism industry, 

bringing significant spending by snowmobiling supporting our restaurants and small 

businesses, and contributes up to $868 million annually to the Upstate New York economy; 

and  

WHEREAS, Allegany County snowmobile clubs maintain over 373 miles of trails throughout the 

county, and 10,500 miles of trails statewide; and  

WHEREAS, the maintenance of the snowmobile trails in Allegany County is completed almost 

entirely by volunteers who are members of snowmobile clubs; and  

WHEREAS, we must ensure that Allegany County’s snowmobile trail infrastructure is in a 

condition to welcome snowmobilers and that the trails are as safe and well maintained as they 

can be; and  

WHEREAS, since 1987, the New York State Snowmobile Trail Development and Maintenance 

Fund has been utilized by municipalities and their snowmobile club partners to properly groom 

and maintain their local snowmobile trails, including through the purchase of necessary 

equipment; and  

WHEREAS, the Snowmobile Trail Development and Maintenance Fund is fully funded through 

the registration of snowmobilers participating in the sport, and has no general assessment on 

taxpayers; and  

WHEREAS, the snowmobile community, including the New York State Snowmobile Association, 

and the clubs in Allegany County have requested an increase in the snowmobile registration 

fees to support trail maintenance; and  

WHEREAS, there has not been a registration fee increase for snowmobiles since 2005, while 

there have been registration fee increases in surrounding states; and  

WHEREAS, there is significant inflation throughout the country, including on critical machinery 

needed to maintain the trails; and  

WHEREAS, Allegany County supports the snowmobiling community and the economic impact 

that snowmobiling has for our businesses and people;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegany County Legislature respectfully requests 

that the Governor and Legislature support increases to snowmobile registration fees that will 

in turn create more financial support for the Snowmobile Trail Development and Maintenance 

Fund, the utilization of which supports critical winter tourism in Allegany County. 



Report of Recent Activities for 

County Historian; 
 

4-5-22 Tuesday noon talk for Almond Senior Citizens 

4-6-22 Wednesday, noon talk for Rushford Senior Citizens 

4-13-22 Attended Board of Legislators meeting 

4-20-22 Attended Committee meeting 

4-25-22 Monday PM gave talk for Richburg Library Ladies group 

4-27-22 Attended Board of Legislators meeting 

4-28-22 Attended meeting of county Town Historians 

5-3-22 Noon talk for Canaseraga OFA Meal Site 

5-18-22 Attended monthly RM Committee meeting 

5-26-22 Thursday attended meeting of county Town Historians 

6-6-22 Monday PM gave talk for Richburg-Wirt Historical Society 

6-21-22 Tuesday PM gave talk for Canisteo Historical Society 

6-22-22 Wed. attended meeting of Board of Legislators 

6-23-22 Thur. attended meeting of county Town Historians 

7-18 thru 7-23 most days and many ours in the railroad exhibit at the Fair. 

7-28-22 attended meeting of county Town Historians 

8-10-22 Wed. PM talk in Letchworth State Park on Civil War 

8-11-22 Thur. PM Talk in Whitesville for their Bi-Centennial 

8-12-22 Friday PM Talk in Belmont for Belmont Rotary 

8-13-22 Sat. PM attended Whitesville/Independence Bi-Centennial parade 

8-15-22 Monday PM Talk in Fillmore for Hume Bi-Centennial 

8-17-22 Wed. attended RM Committee meeting 

8-18-22 Thur. AM Talk at Alfred Tech for Allegany Leadership Program 

9-11-22 Sunday aft. Talk for Almond Historical Society 

9-12-22 Monday PM Talk in Fillmore for library Wide Awake Club 

9-13-22 Tues. AM Talk for Belmont OFA Meal Site 

9-14-22 Wed. PM Talk in Hornell for Alfred-Hornell Branch of A.A.U.W. 

10-5-22 Noon talk for Bolivar OFA Meal Site 

10-10-22 Monday noon talk at Alfred Tech for United University Professors 

10-12-22 Atrended Board of Legislators Meeting 

 



Allegany County SWCD October 2022 Resource Management Committee Report 
 

• We were awarded $34,062.50 of state funding for the Climate Resilient Farming Grant.  This 

grant will focus on reducing tillage and planting cover crops on farm fields. 

• We worked with the Town of Wellsville and a local contractor to complete the stabilization 

of an eroded section of Dyke Creek.  We surveyed the site, provided a stabilization plan, 

secured permits, and oversaw the project implementation.   

• We have 4 manure storage projects at various stages of completeness.  These storages are 

located in the Towns of Burns, Friendship, Independence and Rushford. 

• We have a bedded pack barn in the Town of Cuba that will be completed the week of 

October 14. 

• A farm in the Town of Independence completed 100 acres of cover crops. 

• The Town of Independence is close to completing their salt storage building. 

• We have a 1,200’ streambank stabilization project starting on October 17, 2022, in the 

Town of Friendship (see photo below).  This will stabilize a section of Van Campen Creek 

that is eroding toward 8 houses and the Accord Building.  Funding was secured through The 

Great Lakes Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Program and The New York State Soil Water 

Conservation committee.  This will involve placing 1,900 tons of rip rap along the eroding 

banks.   



•  
 

 

 

 
 



  

 
 
 

Allegany County Youth Bureau 

 

5 Court Street, Room 1 

Belmont, NY  14813 

Ph: 585-268-5394 

FAX: 585-268-5012 

 

Brian Perkins 

  Director 

Resource Management Committee 
Youth Bureau Report 

October 19, 2022 
 
 
SADD CONFERENCE– There are 6 schools registered to take 66 kids to the SADD Conference to be held 
on October 28th at Genesee Valley Central School. Dr. Richard O’Connor, Professor of Oncology at 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center will be the keynote speaker. His research focuses on 
tobacco use behaviors and exposures and should be very impactful on the youth in attendance. There 
are still a couple more schools that may participate, and that would raise our attendance a little more.  
 
 
ASSOCIATION OF NY STATE YOUTH BUREAUS – There was a phone call on October 7th for the municipal 
youth bureaus to discuss the plans of transitioning to the new calendar year beginning next year. There 
are a few different ways that some counties are going to go about this. As many of our programs 
happen over the summer, this transition really shouldn’t be too big of a deal, but for the programs we 
do have that are year round, we will need to have a plan for how to transition them. 
 
 
GOVENOR’S YOUTH COUNCIL – Our Governor’s Youth Council Representative, Emily Schweigart, has 
again been active in the program. Her group is diligently working towards their presentations coming 
up in the winter.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Brian Perkins 
Youth Bureau Director/STOP-DWI Coordinator  
10/12/2022 



 

Department 

Highlights  

 

Check out our website for future events and our current newsletter! 
www.allegany.cce.cornell.edu 

SNAP-Ed/Nutrition: 
September was highlighted throughout the month across SNAP-Ed NY’s 
social media accounts (Facebook-@SNAPEdNewYork, Instagram-
snapedny, YouTube-SNAP-Ed NY and our snapedny.org website) with a 
few different themes! National Food Safety Month was highlighted on 
September 2, 18, and 25th.  Better Breakfast Month was highlighted on 
September 4, 6, 13, and 20th and National Whole Grains Month was 
highlighted on September 9, 13, 17, and 27th. This was also a month that 
we highlighted Back to School and focused information and recipes on 
tomatoes, peppers, grapes and corn.  

Horticulture/Master Gardener Program:  
Annual soil pH clinic. Wellsville - 40 participants from the Allegany 
County community. 
Soil pH is the indication of the alkalinity or acidity of soil and is measured 
in “pH” units. But why is it important to measure? Because pH affects the 
availability of nutrients for the plants, before being taken by the plant, 
nutrients need to be dissolved in the soil solution, otherwise, the plant 
could not take them. To put an example, you need your food to be 
cooked or processed in some ways for you to eat them and enjoy them, 
right? So, plants need their nutrients to be ready for them to take them, 
and pH plays a fundamental role in this. Most nutrients are more soluble 
or available in acid soils than in neutral or slightly alkaline soils, but this 
always varies depending on the pH requirements of each plant species, 
usually the general range is between 5.5 and 6.5, but some crops can 
require alkaline or acid pH.  
 

This community soil pH clinics help the community of Allegany County to 
know their pH levels in their soil, in this way they have knowledge about 
how good, regular or bad is their soil according to the plants that they 
want to grow in their gardens. These clinics focused on teaching the role 
of pH in soil, testing samples and sharing information with the community 
about how to amend soil, how to search for information about pH for 
each crop, and giving advice and tips to manage pH and the correct time 
of the year to do it.  

EFNEP/Nutrition: 
Open Position. We are going through the search process to find a 
suitable candidate to fill the open position. Cattaraugus county EFNEP 
Educators are helping graduate a few remaining clients. 

4-H: 
Happy October!  The new 4-H year has officially begun.  We are looking 
forward to the many fun filled activities we have planned for our 
members.  One of our first big events is The Produced in New York 
Cooking contest.  This event will take place at Belfast School, on 
November 5th.  Members create delicious menu items that promote 
wonderful New York State ingredients.  We will be offering a Zoom 
informational practice for members interested in this fun event.  

Livestock, Ag Economic Development and Natural Resources: 

Equine Facilities Management Houghton University – Working with 4 
students in EFM II course to developing a Pasture Management Plan for 
the Houghton Equestrian farm. Providing materials, training, and 
feedback support as they work through potential scenarios to improve 
pasture management and develop rotational grazing systems. Goal to 
enhance forage production, reduce soil erosion, increase organic matter, 
and improve drainage starting in Lesson Horse Pasture. In addition, 
working on cost analysis of materials to improve soil health and potential 
to offset cost through savings in hay and bedding purchase. 

Farm to School: 
Produce continues to be purchased at the Centerville Produce 
Auction and delivered to the Allegany County Jail for processing. 



Cornell Cooperative Extension of Allegany County 

October 2022 

Administration: 

• Preparation for Conferral of Title and Association Accreditation 
• Annual Performance Reviews 
• Plan of Work Update  
• Continued research on new home for CCE 
• Annual Meeting planning 
• Attended Executive Leadership Conference in Geneva 
• Research on plant diagnostic trainings for extension educators 

Collaborative: 

All staff: 
• Staff Meetings—second Tuesday of the month 
• Regular Social Media Updates  
• Assist with area food distributions as part of community outreach efforts 

Livestock, Ag Economic Development and Natural Resources: 

Highlight of top topics addressed with individual 1-on-1 farms: meat processing, grants, soil testing, pasture management. Residents: 
tree questions, pond management, soil testing, soil worksheets/Ag Value Assessment, water testing, weed management, insect ID/
control in household, varmint control, attracting bees & bats.  

On-going Program Planning: 
• NE-SARE Grant - Optimizing Economic Return of Pasture-Raised Slow Growth and Conventional Broilers. On-farm research 

project partnering with 6 farms in Allegany County as part of a three-year statewide project – ongoing.  
• Internal Parasites in Small Ruminants IPM/FAMACHA© Workshop October 2022. 
• NY Beef Quality Assurance trainings for BQA Month October 2022. 
• Designing Your Succession Plan - Fall 2022/Winter 2023  

Working with 1 aspiring and 1 beginning farmer along with 3 beginning farmers from prior months.  

Staff Development:   
• Accessibility 101– The 6  core skills 
• CCE Program Reporting Update  
• NYS Agroforestry Team quarterly meeting 
• Square Space website orientation 

Programs: 
• Alfred State College Pasture Management Workshop – 36 participants. 
• Equine Facilities Management Houghton University – Working with 4 students in EFM II course to developing a Pasture 

Management Plan for the Houghton Equestrian farm. Providing materials, training, and feedback support as they work through 
potential scenarios to improve pasture management and develop rotational grazing systems. Goal to enhance forage 
production, reduce soil erosion, increase organic matter, and improve drainage starting in Lesson Horse Pasture. In addition, 
working on cost analysis of materials to improve soil health and potential to offset cost through savings in hay and bedding 
purchase.  



Farm-to-School :  

Produce continues to be purchased at the Centerville Produce Auction and delivered to the Allegany County Jail for processing. We 
are still working with the Department of Ag and Markets to be paid for our work from 2020. 

SNAP Ed/Nutrition: 

Statewide: 
SNAP-Ed ended its fiscal year 3 on September 30th and entered fiscal year 4, on October 1st. The SNAP-Ed grant is a 5-year grant 
(2019-2024) through the Office of Temporary Disability Assistance (OTDA).  

Local Programming: 
• Attended the Association for the Blind “See all you can See” Fair representing SNAP-Ed and providing nutrition information and 

resources. 
• Nutrition program at the David A. Howe library “cookbook club” offered on the first Tuesday of the month from 7-8pm as a “Tasty 

Tuesday.” 
• Bi-weekly nutrition programming for the Employment and Training classes. 
• Weekly nutrition programming at the local Farmers Markets (Belmont, Fillmore and Alfred).  

Administrative: 
• Preparing quarterly report data (7/01/2022-9/30/2022) and submit to OTDA.  
• Preparing a DEI Qualtrics survey to administer to all SNAP-Ed NY educators, managers and project managers. 

Horticulture/Master Gardener Program:  

Annual soil pH clinic Wellsville: September 3rd in Wellsville, NY -  40 participants 
Community soil pH clinic aimed at public from Allegany County, developed by agriculture educator and master gardeners, taking soil 
samples from gardens and crops from the community and testing for pH, giving advice and tips to increase or reduce pH levels 
according to the need of their crops, also providing information about soil in handouts.  
 

Garlic Festival 2022: September 17th in Cuba, NY 20 - 45 participants  
““Ask a master gardener” event at the Cuba garlic festival, answering questions about tree identification, tree problems, gardening, 
harvesting, pest management, and soil care. Also offering soil pH testing to the public. Taking questions and answering by email for 
extra information. 
 

Soil pH Clinic: September 24th in Alfred Station, NY - 10 participants 
Community soil pH clinic aimed at public from Allegany County, developed by agriculture educator and master gardeners, taking soil 
samples from gardens and crops from the community and testing for pH, giving advice and tips to increase or reduce pH levels 
according to the need of their crops, also providing information about soil in handouts. Also having the space “Ask a master 
gardener” answering questions about pest management, soil amendment, and preparing the garden for winter. 

Planning for the Second Semester of 2022 Programs: 
• Be available by phone, email, or conference call and to assist with soil test samples, pest, and diseases identification, IPM and 

technical advice.  
• Calls/emails accepted from farmers and residents, handled through email or text exchanges and in person appointment.  
• Sophomore Career Day in Alfred, NY - October 4th 
• Homestead Gardening for Kids in Friendship, NY on August 28th and October 5th  

Staff Development: 
• Cornell Climate Stewards Program - Fall CCE Training Sept 22-23 in Ithaca, NY 
        Next sessions online: October 6 and 20 



EFNEP/Nutrition: 

Open Position. We are going through the search process to find a suitable candidate to fill the open position. Cattaraugus county 
EFNEP Educators are helping graduate a few remaining clients. 

4-H and Youth Development: 

Happy October!  The new 4-H year has officially begun.  We are looking forward to the many fun filled activities we have planned for 
our members.  One of our first big events is The Produced in New York Cooking contest.  This event will take place at Belfast School, 
on November 5th.  Members create delicious menu items that promote wonderful New York State ingredients.  We will be offering a 
Zoom informational practice for members interested in this fun event.  

October 19th Allegany County 4-H is thrilled to will once again (after a couple years off) be hosting it’s annual 4-H Open House!  This 
has traditionally been a fun filled evening where re-enrolling members, prospective members and volunteers come together and enjoy 
‘hands on’ activities, snacks, and friendship.  

National 4-H Week is October 2nd-8th this year.  We encourage our members to ‘think outside the box’ and celebrate this week in a 
variety of different ways.  We will be sponsoring a ‘Window Decorating Contest’ throughout Allegany County, members are 
encouraged to work with local businesses, schools, etc. to highlight some of what 4-H has to offer.  In addition to this contest, 
members might be celebrating by ‘giving back’ by preforming a community service.  Our hope is 4-H will be particularly visible to all 
during this special week!  

With the beginning of a fresh 4-H year, comes a great deal of planning, scheduling and unfortunately, paperwork!? Allegany County 4
-H is always evolving and looking for different and creative ways meet the needs of our members and hopefully reach new ones!  We 
have offered multiple new, exciting, and well received programs over the past year and are very optimistic about our planning, thus 
far for the new 4-H year!  

Fundraising will resume this year after a year and one-half reprieve due to Covid-19.  As always, Allegany County 4-H attempts to 
support local businesses when selecting fundraising opportunities.  This fall we will be selling products from Lisa’s Wreaths, East 
Wind Nursery and Wilson Beef Sticks.   
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