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In August 2019, New York State became the 37th state to

sign Erin’s Law into legislation. New York State’s law, known

as Erin's Law - requires public schools to teach child sexual

abuse and exploitation prevention classes to students in

kindergarten through eighth grade. 

Erin's Law is named for Erin Merryn, an abuse survivor and

activist against child sexual abuse who has advocated for

similar laws nationwide for over a decade. Erin’s Law is

intended to help children, teachers, and parents in New

York State schools identify sexual abuse, and to provide

awareness, assistance, referral, or resource information for

children and families who are victims of child sexual abuse.

In Summer 2020, work was completed with organizations

that researched, developed age-appropriate curriculum and

useful lesson plans to implement Erin’s Law. 

Educational objectives were instituted for each grade level

and can be found at Erin's Law | New York State Education

Department (nysed.gov).
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In Winter 2022, the Southern Tier Child

Advocacy Center heightened its prevention

strategies by embracing Erin's Law and creating

a new position specifically to address prevention

in Allegany and Cattaraugus Counties. 

Erin Spring, former Case Manager, transitioned

to the STCAC's first-ever Prevention Education

Specialist in her role as Allegany County's Safe

Harbour Coordinator.

STCAC researched and invested in school and

community-based curriculum that promote

awareness and provide age-appropriate

education about child sexual abuse. All

programs meet NYS Department of Education's

Erin's Law requirements and are currently

available for free through the STCAC. 

For further information about Erin's Law or to

schedule a presentation, please contact Erin

Spring at erin.spring@alleganyco.gov or by

phone at 716-372-8532 today. 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/erins-law


The Southern Tier Child

Advocacy Center wishes to

recognize the following

organizations for their support

and contributions:

Jamestown  Community
College showed their support

for Child Abuse Awareness

Month by wearing blue April 7,

2022! (photo below)

Fuller's Fabrications, Bolivar,
New York created STCAC's

amazing door prizes for April

29th's Netsmartz online safety

workshop! 

National Child Abuse Prevention & Awareness Month recognizes the

importance of communities working together to help families

thrive and prevent child maltreatment. During the month of April

and throughout the year, communities are encouraged to increase

awareness about child and family well-being, and work together to

implement effective strategies that support families and prevent

child abuse and neglect.

Thank you to everyone's participation and support as STCAC

celebrated Child Abuse Awareness Month in April 2022. This year

residents were encouraged to raise awareness about child abuse by:

- lighting up their homes and businesses blue to signify their

support and commitment to child abuse awareness;

- wearing blue to raise awareness about child abuse;

- participating in the STCAC's Pinwheels for Prevention coloring

contest; 

- attending STCAC's Netsmartz Online Safety workshop; and

- planting a Blue Pinwheel Garden at their home or worksite.
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The Southern Tier Child Advocacy Center is pleased to announce we have been awarded a 2022 DTVF grant

from the National Children's Alliance. The award will be used to expand access to STCAC resources and services

for victims of child pornography and human trafficking. A portion of the funding will be used to update and

expand the STCAC Digital Forensic Laboratory in Cattaraugus County and establish a Digital Forensic Laboratory

in Allegany County. 

Digital forensics is the process of recovering and preserving material found on digital devices during the course

of criminal investigations, such as child pornography and/or human trafficking cases. Digital forensics tools

include hardware and software tools used by law enforcement to collect and preserve digital evidence that

may be used in court cases.

"As a result of expanding and enhancing our Digital Forensic Laboratory, STCAC will improve efficiencies and

effectiveness of its MDT law enforcement members' digital forensic investigations leading to increased arrests

and ensuring online perpetrators are convicted," explained Dave Chambers, STCAC Program Manager. "The

state-of-the-art equipment will be based locally decreasing the distance and time needed to process devices

and gather crucial evidence. Law enforcement partners will have access to the Digital Forensic Laboratory both

during business hours and after-hours."

The STCAC has invested in Cellebrite technology, a digital access system that bypasses locks, performs logical

/full file system/physical extractions, performs selective extractions of apps data and cloud tokens, and more.

The system quickly bypasses PINS, patterns and encryption challenges quickly on popular iOS and Android

devices, delves deep into devices to find data, and extracts data from a wide-range of devices, including mobile

phones, SIM Cards, SD Cards, GPS devices, drones, gaming systems, and more.

Child Abuse Awareness Coloring Contest Winners

Congratulations to the 2022 Pinwheels for Prevention Coloring Contest winners! A special thank you to the
Tri-County Arts Council for partnering with us on this year's contest. 
           
          Lily-Ann (Age 14)                                Erienellis (age 7)                                    Amelia (Age 10) 

STCAC Receives National Children's Alliance Grant
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Thank you to the following MDT Advisory Board members:

Allegany County Community Services

Allegany County Department of Social Services

Allegany County District Attorney

Allegany County Probation

Catholic Charities

Cattaraugus County Community Services

Cattaraugus County Department of Social Services

Cattaraugus County District Attorney

Cattaraugus County Sheriff's Department

Connecting Communities in Action

Craig Zuckerman, MD

Cuba Police Department

Jack Coyne, MD

Seneca Nation of Indians

Wellsville Police Department

STCAC NEWS

Multidisciplinary Team 
Advisory Board Members

The STCAC is pleased to report that this spring, we have upgraded

our technology to better serve our children and MDT members.

The STCAC Medical Team has successfully transitioned from using a

traditional colposcope to the innovative Cortexflo Forensic Medical

Camera System.  The Cortexflo provides a cost-effective photo and

video capture system with secure peer review for forensic medical

examinations. 

Cortexflo is tamper-proof and allows our SANE-P Nurses to use a

foot pedal, voice, and touchscreen to take video or photos. When

evidence is gathered, it is not saved on the camera, but transferred

immediately to a cloud-based system where it is encrypted and

stored. 

The STCAC's Forensic Interview recording equipment also

underwent upgrades this spring. Investment in a new iRecords one

touch recording system provides greater ease and security for

forensic interviews. The new iRecord Evidence Vault makes it easier

for law enforcement and judicial system partners to access

interviews, and allows for back up to the Microsoft CJIS cloud for

compliance and security.
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Recognizing & Reporting Child Abuse & Neglect, 

Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, 

Bystanders Protecting Children from Boundary Violations &

Sexual Abuse, 

Healthy Touch for Children and Youth, and 

Talking with Children about Safety from Sexual Abuse.

Whether you are a professional working to protect children or a

parent, educating children about the various kinds of touch

they can experience is important. It's also important for adults

to learn guidelines for healthy touch at home and in other

settings to not only protect children, but themselves. 

An unwanted touch can appear in any form, and it need not be

limited to sexual abuse. Even something as mild as a hug or

caress from a relative, other adult, or another child might be

unwanted. It does not matter if the touch seems fine to you; it

matters only that the child is uncomfortable with it. 

Young kids are naturally trusting of the adults around them. So,

it is up to you as the parent or caring adult to ensure that

children understand the basic concept of self-preservation.

The STCAC is pleased to expand its Stewards of Children

educational program to include the Stewards of Children Plus

series, including:

Participants must have attended a Stewards of Children 2.5

hour workshop to participate in a Stewards of Children Plus

trainings.  Contact Helen Evans (evansh@ardentnetwork.org) or

Erin Spring (erin.spring@alleganyco.gov) for details or to

schedule a training in your community.

Stewards of Children Plus

The STCAC welcomes Mercedes Lasher

to its team. Mercedes joined STCAC in

March 2022 as a Family Advocate. She

previously worked as a Domestic

Violence Community Educator and

brings a wealth of experience and

motivation to her new position.

Congratulations to Sherry Weirich who

was promoted from Family Advocate to

Case Manager in March 2022. Sherry

first joined the STCAC in July 2020. 

The STCAC is pleased to announce that

Erin Spring transitioned from Case

Manager to the Allegany County Safe

Harbour Coordinator and STCAC

Prevention Education Specialist in

March 2022.

Team Highlights


